Baptism of our Lord

Living as a Beloved Child of God in whom He is well pleased

Good morning my brothers and sisters in Christ, today we reflect on baptism and in particular the
baptism of Jesus. As you are already aware, Jesus was baptised as an adult. He didn't really need
to be baptised at all because he was sinless, he was God; human yet divine, so He didn't need
baptism for forgiveness. Jesus chose to be baptised to “fulfil all righteousness” (verse 15), to obey
the voice of the prophet John, and to identify with us, with sinners. Jesus was taking our place,
and also at His baptism, the Holy Trinity was revealed.

Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his public ministry, obviously not an initiation for infants.
Even though Jesus was without sin, He humbled Himself and submitted Himself to God’s plan by
being baptised by John.

As I was thinking about this, I remembered that Mary and Elizabeth, John’s Mum, were related
and had a close relationship, they were pregnant together with Jesus and John, they were second
cousins, and yet John didn’t know Jesus.

Apparently the cousins lived in different environments, with Jesus in Galilee and John in the desert
and they only met us adults when John baptised Jesus, John recognising Jesus’ divine mission at
that moment Jesus was baptised.

It’s likely that John and Jesus spent time together as young children however there’s no reference
in the Bible at all to any connection especially as they grew up. It seems a bit strange but I guess
that happens in families, as they live and work in different places. No Facebook, mobile phones
and transport was difficult as Mary will tell you, all that distance on a donkey and pregnant as
well!l (Silent Night)

I have a friend who was baptised as an adult and he found it the most amazing experience, he
knew what he was doing and why he was doing it.



So why do we mostly baptise babies you might ask, well as we know Jesus did command us in his
great commission, “to make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” There is no reference in the Bible to the age at which we
should be baptised, however our diocese like most, encourage and practice infant baptism as a
way for children to enter the Christian faith, expecting parents and godparents to commit to bring
the child up as a Christian.

We also offer adult baptism for those who have come to faith later and services like Thanksgiving
for a child are available for those unsure about full baptism.

Indeed in the Bible, baptism is mainly a sign not of what we do in professing our faith, but, what
God does, through uniting us with Christ, especially in washing us clean from sin. And God can be
at work in our children before they are able to express faith themselves, for example, remember
when the disciples tried to turn the children away from Jesus like over-eager minders ! Jesus said,
“let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these”.

And Jesus put his hands on them and blessed them. It plainly states that even babies are capable
of receiving benefits from the Lord Jesus, even though they are too young to understand it.

The early church recorded in Acts tells us what happened in the first generations of Christians.
Adults were baptised when they converted to Christ, therefore they were adults, however, in our
theological culture we want our children to enter into discipleship with Jesus from the start of their
lives.

In the baptism service parents, godparents and the whole church pray that the Holy Spirit will be
at work in these children, that they might grow up as followers of Jesus to live out the blessings
symbolised in baptism.

Anglicans believe infants should be baptised as the normal biblical way to receive God'’s saving
Grace but they also hold that God'’s love works beyond the sacrament, providing comfort for those
unbaptised who die, they are not condemned.

Baptism is the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ. Baptism with water signifies the cleansing from sin
that Jesus’ death makes possible, and the new life that God gives us through the Holy Spirit. In
baptism, the promises of God are visibly signed and sealed for us. We are joined to Christ and
made members of his body the church universal.

Following the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist, the Spirit descends upon him and he hears the
Father's affirmation. “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased”. For us to be baptised in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is to be drawn into the same divine/human
communion; it is to become a beloved daughter or son upon whom the Father's favour rests -
what a blessing.

It is not a status earned through personal merit it is a gift, given through an intimate association
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, God with us.

As mentioned previously, Jesus’ baptism heralded the beginning of his public ministry. Let’s take
a look at our own baptism, although most of us were baptised as babies, we then followed up
with confirmation by a bishop, where we took on the responsibilities that our godparents and
parents had spoken for us.

So let’s now consider how our baptism has shaped our lives, baptism is a sacrament through
which individuals receive significant spiritual benefits, including forgiveness of sin, new life in the
Holy Spirit, and incorporation into the church, the body of Christ.



It is considered an outward invisible sign of an inward and spiritual Grace conferred by God.

Baptism opens a channel for God's blessings, provides spiritual energy, empowers growth in
virtue, and forms the Sacramental bond of unity with all Christians, setting individuals on the path
to eternal life with God.

Then let us embrace these gifts that have been given to us by our generous God and move
forward into this New Year with love, hope, and peace in our hearts as we submit our lives to
God's plan for us. AMEN.

One last thing, I saw on Facebook a funny New Year’s resolution, and I quote. (no name on post).

“This year I want to be more like Jesus;
Hang out with sinners,

Upset religious people,

Tell stories that make people think,
Choose unpopular friends,

Be kind, loving and merciful,

Take naps on boats.”

And we all said, AMEN !!1



