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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s 
ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1). In God’s sovereignty, God has allowed 
other groups to migrate to these shores.  We acknowledge the cultures of 
our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the community that we share 
together now. 

Cantor: We would like to extend to you all our online viewers the 
warmest Christmas greetings. This morning we celebrate the birth of 
our Saviour King.  I invite you to stand to sing our opening hymn.   

Opening Song: O Come All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful  
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come  
ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him,  
Born the King of Angels! 

O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him,  
Christ the Lord  

True God of true God,  
Light of Light eternal 
Lo, He abhors not  
the Virgin's womb 
Son of the Father,  
begotten, not created.

See how the shepherds 
summoned to his cradle 
leaving their flocks,  
draw nigh with holy fear 
we too will thither  
bend our joyful footsteps 

Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation 
Sing, all ye citizens  
of heaven above! 
Glory to God,  
All glory in the highest 
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Yea, Lord, we greet you,  
born this happy morning 
Jesus, to you be glory given 
Word of the Father,  
Now in flesh appearing. 

O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him,  
Christ the Lord  

Welcome 
The true Light has come into the world,  
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth. 

This is the day the Lord has made, a day to rejoice, a day to shine, for the 
Light that never goes out has dawned among us! 

This is a day to rejoice and be glad for Christ the king has come! 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
   as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

Sentence 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. (Isaiah 60:1) 

Prayer of Approach 
Assistant: With expectant steps, and hearts filled with adoration, we 
approach God’s throne of grace praying, 
God of glory and grace, 
on this joyful morning we celebrate the birth of your Son —the 
Light that never goes out. 
May His radiance fill our hearts and homes, 
driving out darkness and filling us with everlasting joy, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 
On this most holy morn when the shepherds bowed in adoration of 
Christ’s birth, let us join in their heavenly song, 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
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we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Radiant and wondrous Father, 
all glory be to you for the Light of the world, your Son Jesus Christ, whom 
you sent to save us. With the angels, we praise your holy name and 
proclaim the brightness of your love.  
May all the earth see His light, believe in His truth,  
rejoice in His coming, and share His shining hope with the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.. Amen. 

Ministry of the Word  
The first reading is from the second book of Isaiah Chapter 52 
beginning at verse 7-10. 
7 What a beautiful sight it is to see messengers coming with good news! 
How beautiful to see them coming down from the mountains 
  with a message about peace! How wonderful it is when they bring the 
good news that we are saved! How wonderful when they say to Zion, 
“Your God rules!” 
8 Listen! Those on guard duty are shouting out the message. 
  With their own eyes they see the Lord returning to Zion. So they shout 
for joy. 9 Burst into songs of joy together, you broken-down buildings in 
Jerusalem. The Lord has comforted his people. He has set Jerusalem free. 
10 The Lord will use the power of his holy arm to save his people.   All the 
nations will see him do it. Everyone from one end of the earth to the 
other will see it.. 

Hear the word of the Lord         thanks be to God. 
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The Psalm for today is number 97, beginning at verse 1-6. You 
are invited to read the verses in bold. 
1 The Lord rules. Let the earth be glad.  
Let countries that are far away be full of joy. 
2 Clouds and thick darkness surround him.   
His rule is built on what is right and fair. 
3 The Lord sends fire ahead of him.  
It burns up his enemies all around him. 
4 His lightning lights up the world.  
The earth sees it and trembles. 
5 The mountains melt like wax when the Lord is near. 
 He is the Lord of the whole earth. 
6 The heavens announce that what he does is right. 
 All people everywhere see his glory. 
Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
as in the beginning, so now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The second reading comes from the letter of Titus, chapter 3 
commencing at verse 4. 
4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved 
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I 
want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God 
may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things 
are excellent and profitable for everyone. 
This is the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 
Assistant:  Let us stand to sing our Gospel song. 

Gospel Song: Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born king 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled. 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born king 

 

Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born king 
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Christ by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come, 
offspring of a virgin’s womb! 
 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased with us He is to dwell 
Jesus, our Immanuel. 
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Hail, the heaven-born 
 Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
risen with healing in His wings. 
 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 

 
The Gospel of our Lord, according to Luke, Chapter 2, verses 1 to 
14. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s reading records what happened shortly after Christ was born. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 
15 The angels left and went into heaven. Then the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby. The baby 
was lying in the manger. 17 After the shepherds had seen him, they told 
everyone. They reported what the angel had said about this child. 18 All 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary kept all these things like a secret treasure in her heart. She thought 
about them over and over. 20 The shepherds returned. They gave glory 
and praise to God. Everything they had seen and heard was just as they 
had been told. 
This is the Gospel of our Lord  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Message: The Light that Never Goes Out 
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Good morning and Merry Christmas! 

What a contrast to last night — the stillness of candlelight replaced with 
the sparkle of morning.  Children are awake (probably far too early!), 
wrapping paper’s flying, and coffee is flowing. 

But beneath all the bustle, something eternal is shining. 

The same Light that broke into the world in Bethlehem is shining here, in 
us.  This is not just another Christmas morning — it’s the celebration of 
The Light That Never Goes Out. 
1. From Night to Day 

The shepherds saw the Light first in the dark — angels lighting up the sky.  
But by morning, they were filled with joy, running through Bethlehem, 
telling everyone, “The Saviour has been born!”  That’s the journey of faith 
— from darkness to light, from fear to joy.  The message of Christmas 
Day is simple: The night is over. The Light has come. 
Isaiah said, “How wonderful it is when they bring good news that we are 
saved.” 
Christmas reminds us that salvation isn’t an idea — it’s a person. 
Jesus is the Light of the world — and He still shines today.  So, at 
Christmas, we celebrate not only that the Light has come, but that we are 
called to share that light — to be bearers of peace and joy in a weary 
world. 

2. The Light That Changes Everything 
When Light shines, everything looks different. Things that once felt 
confusing or hopeless begin to make sense. That’s what Jesus does — He 
brings clarity, purpose, and peace. 

He doesn’t promise a life without storms — but He does promise to be our 
guiding light through them.  Even when we face darkness — illness, loss, 
uncertainty — the Light of Christ is never extinguished. 

3. The Light We Carry Into the World 
Titus reminds us: “When the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
appeared…” — that’s Christmas in a sentence! And that same kindness is 
what we’re called to carry forward. 

Every time we forgive instead of fight, 
every time we welcome instead of judge, 
every time we choose love over fear — 
the Light keeps shining. 
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You are the lamp God has lit for the world. 

Conclusion – The Light That Never Goes Out 
Today, as you eat, laugh, and celebrate, remember this: 
Christmas isn’t just a day — it’s an eternal reality. 
The Light that came into the world is still shining. 
He shines in your home, in your heart, and in every act of love you share. 

So go, rejoice, and let your life say “Because I have seen the radiance of 
the light, Jesus Christ brings, I will shine the light of Christ in the dark 
world in which I live.” 

Offertory Song: Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger  
No crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus 
Lay down His sweet head 
 
The stars in the bright sky 
Look down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing 
The poor Baby wakes 
But little Lord Jesus 
No crying He makes 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus 
Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side 
'Til morning is nigh 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus 
I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever 
And love me, I pray 
 
Bless all the dear children 
In Thy tender care 
And take us to Heaven 
To live with Thee there. 

The Prayer of the Week 
Almighty God, 
you fill our hearts with gladness each year as we await the dawning light 
of your Son, Jesus Christ. As we joyfully receive him as the Light who 
redeems and restores, grant that we may with steadfast hope behold his 
radiant glory when he comes again to banish all darkness and judge the 
world in truth and love; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Prayers for the world and our community 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed as your 
Light breaks into our darkness through the angels’ message of peace and 
joy. We pray for the peoples of your world and for all your creation: for 
those in places still ravaged by war and unjust governmental structures; 
for lands darkened by violence, displacement, and fear. By the Light of 
Christ, expose the works of darkness, protect the vulnerable, and kindle 
the hope of a just peace. Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s 
coming, as we join in the angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 

We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed in the good 
news that salvation is at hand and the true Light has come into the world. 
We pray for your Church throughout the world: for leaders of churches in 
this land; for the clergy and people of this parish; for prophets who call 
the church to repent. Make us faithful bearers of your Light; guide your 
Church into truth, free it from corruption, and teach us to walk as children 
of light. Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join 
in the angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 

We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed in the 
Christmas proclamation of reconciliation and love—a Light for our 
communities. We pray for our community: for our homes and our 
neighbours; for our schools, our hospitals and our workplaces. Where 
loneliness, anxiety, and hardship cast long shadows, shine the Light of 
kindness, courage, and joy; make us lamps set on a stand for all to see. 
Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join in the 
angels’ song,  
Glory to God in the highest. 

We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed in your good 
news of healing and wholeness—a Light for those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death. We pray for all in need of your comfort and 
care. We pray for the parishioners on our prayer list for God’s healing and 
comfort. Bring light to pain, clarity to confusion, and peace to troubled 
hearts. Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join 
in the angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 

We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.   
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Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen.  

Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
The Lord of light has come, bringing to light things which were hidden in 
darkness, thus disclosing the purposes of the heart.  Knowing God’s 
compassion to forgive, let us open our hearts by confessing our sins. 
Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret, forgive us; 
for the things we have failed to do, forgive us; 
for the times we have acted without love, forgive us; 

for the times we have acted without thinking, forgive us; 

for our weakness, ignorance and wilfulness, forgive us, 
and restore to us the joy and peace of your salvation. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

Assistant: Let us stand to receive God’s promise of forgiveness. 

Promise of Forgiveness 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has promised forgiveness to all who 
turn to him in faith: pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Greeting of Peace  
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given,  
and His name shall be called Prince of Peace. 

We are the body of Christ.  His Spirit is with us.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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All glory be to God the Father and His Son.   
He is the everliving God, for in the darkness of our world you sent Jesus, 
the Light that never goes out. 

Born of Mary, He entered our night with love,  
to lead us into the dawn of your redeeming grace. 

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true 
sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever praising you 
and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, 
 this bread and this wine,  and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
 we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  
and when he had given you thanks he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying:  

 ‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks  
he gave it to his disciples saying, 

‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant shed 
for you and for many.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died.   Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Savour has commanded:  
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,  
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming 
again, we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,  
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
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Renew us by our Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,  
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom and in whom,  
by the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father,  
in songs of never-ending praise. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion   
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.   
We who are many are one body, 
For we all share in the one bread. 

Let us share in the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ and let us 
feed on him in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord 
Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the world, you have come among us in word 
and sacrament. May your Light shine in us and through us, that we may 
bring hope to others and walk always in your truth. 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory. 

Go with the Light that never goes out – the Light that shines in every 
darkness and cannot be overcome.  As we go, let us proclaim that we 
have seen the glory of God, and His Light is in our hearts. 

The Blessing 
May the Light of Christ, born this day long ago, fill your hearts and homes 
with peace and joy.  And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

May today be a celebration of the love, joy and peace that comes with the 
birth of our Saviour!  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Closing Song: Joy to the World 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come  
Let earth receive her King!  
Let every heart prepare Him room  
And heaven and nature sing  
And heaven and nature sing  
And heaven, and heaven  
And nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth!  The Saviour reigns  
Let us our songs employ  
While fields and floods  
Rocks, hills and plains  
Repeat the sounding joy  
Repeat the sounding joy  
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world  
with truth and grace  
And makes the nations prove  
The glories of His righteousness  
And wonders of His love  
And wonders of His love  
And wonders, wonders of His love.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Together in Song CCL Licence no: 89934  


