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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s 
ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1).  In God’s sovereignty, God has allowed other 
groups to migrate to these shores.  We acknowledge the cultures of our First 
Nations Peoples and are thankful for the community that we share together now. 

Cantor’s welcome 
Cantor: Thank you for joining our midnight Service on this most holy 
night. Tonight we gather in silent adoration, awaiting in expectation the 
birth of our Saviour King.  I invite you to stand to sing our opening hymn.   

Opening Song: O Come All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful 
 Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye 
 to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him, 
Born the King of Angels! 

O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him,  
Christ the Lord  

True God of true God, 
Light of Light eternal 
Lo, He abhors not  
the Virgin's womb 
Son of the Father,  
begotten, not created 
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True God of true God, 
Light of Light eternal 
Lo, He abhors not  
the Virgin's womb 
Son of the Father,  
begotten, not created 
 
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him,  
Christ the Lord 
 
See how the shepherds summoned 
to his cradle 
leaving their flocks,  
draw nigh with holy fear 
we too will thither bend our joyful 
footsteps. 

Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation 
Sing, all ye citizens  
of heaven above! 
Glory to God, All glory 
 in the highest 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,  
born this happy morning 
Jesus, to Thee be glory given 
Word of the Father,  
Now in flesh appearing. 
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Minister’s Welcome 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.   
Those who lived in darkness, on them light has shined. 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Tonight, we gather to celebrate the Light that never goes out - 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, God with us. 

The prophet Isaiah said, 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon 
you.” (Isaiah 60:1) 

Prayer of Approach 
Assistant: With expectant steps, and hearts filled with adoration, we 
approach God’s throne of grace praying, 
Eternal God, 
you made this most holy night shine with the brightness of your 
Son, the one true Light. 
May that Light — born in Bethlehem, revealed in Christ, 
and alive in us through your Spirit — dispel the darkness of our 
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hearts and guide us in the way of peace. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lighting of the Christ Candle 
Assistant:  Lights the candle. Minister prays, 
We light this candle for the Light born into the world — 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. His love shines through the night, 
and His light will never go out. 
The Light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness did not overcome it. 

The Gloria 
On this most holy night when the angels pronounced Christ’s birth to 
the shepherds, let us join in their heavenly song, 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Radiant and wondrous Father, 
all glory be to you for the Light of the world, your Son Jesus Christ, whom 
you sent to save us. 
With the angels, we praise your holy name and proclaim the brightness of 
your love. May all the earth see His light, believe in His truth, rejoice in 
His coming, and share His shining hope with the world; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Ministry of the Word  

The first reading is from the second book of Isaiah Chapter 9 
beginning at verse 2 to 7. 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living 
in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the 
nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at 
the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that 
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 

Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will 
be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.  7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
Hear the word of the Lord         thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm for today is number 96, beginning at verse 1 to 10. 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name;  
proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations,  
his marvellous deeds among all peoples. 
4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;  
he is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Splendour and majesty are before him;  
strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations,  
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;  
bring an offering and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness;  
tremble before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” 
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    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity. 
Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
as in the beginning, so now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The second reading comes from the letter of Titus, chapter 2 
commencing at verse 11. 
11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 

It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait 
for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager 
to do what is good. 
This is the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Song: O Come O Come Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
O come, O key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way 
 that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
 
© Together in Song 

O come, O branch of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell  
your people save, 
And give them victory 
 over the grave. 
 
O come, O dayspring,  
come and cheer 
Our spirits by your advent here; 
Drive away the  
gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadows 
 put to flight! 

CCL Licence no: 89934 
 
The Gospel of our Lord, according to Luke, Chapter 2, verses 1 to 
14. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their 
own town to register. 
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4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the 
time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. 11 “Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 
This is the Gospel of our Lord  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Message: The Light that Never Goes Out 
Introduction – The Stillness and the Spark 
It’s late, way past my bedtime, and probably yours also!  But, the world is 
quiet and still.  For many, tonight is the one night each year when we 
stop long enough to really listen — not to the rush or the noise, but to 
something deeper. 

The shepherds heard it first: “Do not be afraid… for I bring you good 
news of great joy.”  And into the deep, dark night of Bethlehem, a Light 
was born — the Light that never goes out. 
1. The Light That Shines in the Dark 
Darkness has always been part of our story.  Isaiah knew it when he 
wrote, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”  We 
know it too — not just the darkness outside, but the darkness of anxiety, 
grief, loneliness, or disappointment.  And yet, into every dark place, God 
whispers, “Let there be Light.” 
This Light is not harsh or blinding — it’s steady, kind, and real.  It doesn’t 
erase the night; it transforms it. That’s why we gather by candlelight — to 
remember that even a single flame can hold back the dark. 
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2. The Light That Finds Us Where We Are 
It’s striking that the angel came not to kings or scholars, but to shepherds 
— tired, ordinary workers keeping watch through the night.  That tells us 
something about God’s heart.  He meets us right where we are — in the 
field, the kitchen, the hospital room, or the middle of a sleepless night — 
and He says, “Don’t be afraid. I am with you.”  The Light that never goes 
out doesn’t wait for perfect people.  It comes to the humble, the 
searching, the weary — to you and to me. 
3. The Light That Lives Within Us 
When we light our candles tonight, it’s not just about remembering what 
happened in Bethlehem — it’s about receiving that same Light.  Christ, the 
Light of the world, now lives in us.  Every act of kindness, every moment 
of forgiveness, every gesture of love — that’s the Light shining still. 
Conclusion – Carry the Light 
So as you go home tonight, take the glow with you.  Let it shine in your 
family, your words, your choices.  Because this Light — Christ’s Light — 
will never go out.  Not in Bethlehem, not in the darkness of our world, not 
in you. 
And as we gather at this table of Holy Communion shortly, we come to 
the Source of that Light — Jesus, the Light who became flesh and now 
shines forever. 
Thank you, Jesus that your light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. (John 1:5) 

An Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in the eternal Light: 
We believe in God, the Father of Light, 
who spoke life into the world and called it good. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, 
born in the night to bring hope to all people. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
whose fire burns bright within us, 
guiding us with truth, courage, and love.  Amen. 

The Prayer of the Week 
Almighty God, 
you fill our hearts with gladness each year as we await the dawning light 
of your Son, Jesus Christ. As we joyfully receive him as the Light who 
redeems and restores, grant that we may with steadfast hope behold his 
radiant glory when he comes again to banish all darkness and judge the 
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world in truth and love; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayers for the world and our community 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed as your 
Light breaks into our darkness through the angels’ message of peace and 
joy. We pray for the peoples of your world and for all your creation: for 
those in places still ravaged by war and unjust governmental structures; 
for lands darkened by violence, displacement, and fear. By the Light of 
Christ, expose the works of darkness, protect the vulnerable, and kindle 
the hope of a just peace. 
Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join in the 
angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed in the good 
news that salvation is at hand and the true Light has come into the world. 
We pray for your Church throughout the world: for leaders of churches in 
this land; for the clergy and people of this parish; for prophets who call 
the church to repent. Make us faithful bearers of your Light; guide your 
Church into truth, free it from corruption, and teach us to walk as children 
of light. Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join 
in the angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed in the 
Christmas proclamation of reconciliation and love—a Light for our 
communities. We pray for our community: for our homes and our 
neighbours; for our schools, our hospitals and our workplaces. Where 
loneliness, anxiety, and hardship cast long shadows, shine the Light of 
kindness, courage, and joy; make us lamps set on a stand for all to see. 
Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join in the 
angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed in your good 
news of healing and wholeness—a Light for those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death. We pray for all in need of your comfort and 
care. We pray for the parishioners on our prayer list for God’s healing and 
comfort. Bring light to pain, clarity to confusion, and peace to troubled 
hearts. Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join 
in the angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 
We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen.  

Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
The Lord of light has come, bringing to light things which were hidden in 
darkness, thus disclosing the purposes of the heart.  Knowing God’s 
compassion to forgive, let us open our hearts by confessing our sins. 
Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret,  
forgive us; 
for the things we have failed to do, forgive us; 
for the times we have acted without love, forgive us; 
for the times we have acted without thinking, forgive us; 
for our weakness, ignorance and wilfulness, forgive us, 
and restore to us the joy and peace of your salvation. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

Promise of Forgiveness 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has promised forgiveness to all who 
turn to him in faith: pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Greeting of Peace  
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and His name shall be 
called Prince of Peace. 
We are the body of Christ.     His Spirit is with us.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.       And also with you 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give thanks and 
praise. 

All glory be to God the Father and His Son.  He is the everliving God, for 
in the darkness of our world you sent Jesus, the Light that never goes 
out. 
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Born of Mary, He entered our night with love, to lead us into the dawn of 
your redeeming grace. 

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true 
sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever praising you 
and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread and 
this wine, and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat and 
drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  
and when he had given you thanks he broke it, and giving it to his 
disciples, saying:  ‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks  
he gave it to his disciples saying, ‘Drink from this, all of you.  
This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many.   
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Savour has commanded:  
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,  
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming 
again, we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, his one perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Renew us by our Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,  
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom and in whom, 
by the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father,  
in songs of never-ending praise. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion   
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.   
We who are many are one body, 
For we all share in the one bread. 

Come and let us share in the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ 
and let us feed on him in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord 
Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the world, you have come among us in word 
and sacrament. May your Light shine in us and through us, 
that we may bring hope to others and walk always in your truth. 
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory. 

Go into the night with the Light that never goes out – the Light that 
shines in every darkness and cannot be overcome.  As we go, let us 
proclaim that we have seen the glory of God, and His Light is in our 
hearts. 

The Blessing 
May the Light of Christ, born this night long ago, that shines forever,  
fill your hearts and homes with peace and joy; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
We go in the peace of Christ to shine His light in the world. Amen. 
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Closing Song: Silent Night Holy Night 
Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin Mother and child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Silent night, Holy night 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heav'nly hosts sing hallelujah 
Christ the Saviour is born 
Christ the Saviour is born © Mission Praise  
Sleep in heavenly peace CCL Licence no: 89934 


