14t December 2025

Jesus Knows Best

As I was reflecting on Father Michael’s message last week, I vividly remembered my lamb rearing
story, once upon a time, many years ago when we lived on forty acres at Broke, in my previous
life. We had friends call in on their way home from visiting their friends up country somewhere
and they had a baby lamb that they were going to rear on a house block at Buraneer Bay in
Sydney. They lived in a mansion overlooking the bay with about a postage stamp size amount of
grass; don't ask me how they hoped to do this.

So, of course we ended up with Sam the lamb, or I did, in reality. And yes I had the beer bottle
with the teat and I would heat the milk up in the microwave, and the milk had to be just the
right temperature, not too hot, not too cold, or back to the microwave. It had to be just the right
temperature for Sam the lamb, he had been one of triplets. It was cold weather of course and
Sam would bleat and whinge at the house paddock gate about two in the morning, I just had to
get up and feed him. I had an enormous old blue thick dressing gown and would shiver at the
back gate as he gulped the milk down, nearly ripping the teat off the bottle. Sam eventually grew
into a sheep and I spun his wool and knitted many warm snuggly jumpers and throw blankets.
We eventually gave him to the man who used to shear him for me as Sam decided he didn't like
anybody except me, he chased Allan and my son Chris and anyone who visited our house. We
had to gather friends into the house yard quickly before Sam realised they were there. I was so
sad, I was devastated when he went, he did indeed bring me great joy. I especially enjoyed the
spinning and knitting.

So, today we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent as we continue on our journey towards
Christmas, the birth of Jesus, a journey of preparation, peace, hope and joy. The third Sunday in
Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday; Gaudete is Latin for rejoice, for joy. This pink candle
represents the joy we anticipate at the birth of Jesus, it represents the joy the shepherds felt at
the birth of our saviour and today we reflect upon the words of John the Baptist as we continue
to prepare the way of the Lord.

You will have noticed that all of our readings today tell of God’s goodness, of God’s faithfulness
toward those who follow him, those who acknowledge Him as their saviour and King, their
redeemer. He will lead them to safe places, he will provide them will all of their needs and more.
The whole of God’s promises to his chosen people, found in our readings today sound too good
to be true and all we are required to do, comes from Micah which says; “He has shown you, O
mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God”. This key verse is a powerful summary of what God desires
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from His people, focusing on both our actions toward others and our relationship toward God.
The important elements are, to act justly, to be fair, to be righteous and to stand up for what is
right. To love mercy, that is to be kind to others. To show compassion, forgiveness, and grace,
and of course to walk humbly with our God. That is, to have a reverent, dependent, and intimate
relationship with God, always seeking his guidance.

OK, so, it sounds easy, but the thing is we can't do it by ourselves. We all like to think that we
are strong, invincible, and we like to be in control of our lives. However the reality is we cannot
do this alone, we are required to be dependent on our God, possibly one of the hardest things
we are called to do, to surrender ourselves to our God. Once you learn to do this through the
grace of God, it is a huge sense of relief. I have had personal experience of this giving ourselves
to God. I was ordained a deacon in 2010 and I had no inclination to be priested a short time
later as is the usual custom, I was happy to stay a distinctive deacon. However, Charlie Murray,
who was our parish priest in Singleton at the time, Bishop Brian Farren and God had a different
plan. What chance did I have against those three!! So I agreed and at my ordination into the
priesthood, I did feel a sense of relief, I think deep down I knew that this is what God expected
of me. Eucharist!

Having said that, do I now find myself always dependent on God, always willing to be obedient
to him? NO, I will still find myself taking control of a situation without consulting God, I am just
an ordinary human being!! And I fall into the trap continually of thinking I can sort things out by
myself. We need to practice this art of depending on God, we need to talk to Jesus all the time,
just like a dear friend who truly cares for us and looks out for our welfare. When we learn to do
this we are transformed, we have this amazing feeling of what it is to be a child of God, to be
free, to be loved unconditionally and also a strong sense of wanting everyone to be on this
amazing journey together, with us.

So my brothers and sisters in Christ; it's time to wind this it up, let us contemplate and reflect on
this incredible journey that we are on, let us give our all to our God and Heavenly Father, let us
experience the pure joy of being a child of God, of living our lives through Him. Jesus definitely
knows best, He knows us through and through and knows what is best for us and, in hindsight,
He does indeed know what is best for us as we continue to be faithful followers of Jesus and
through His amazing grace allow our lives to be held in the palm of his hand and experience the
freedom, the love and the intimate relationship that our God requires of us. And through this
transformation we are then called to serve others, to encourage our brothers and sisters in
Christ. As well as our personal journey with Christ we are also called into community with our
fellow Christians as we share and move forward together.

Hallelujah and Amen and we all said, Hallelujah and Amen.

Now I have a favourite song that will in inspire and encourage us through this season of Advent,
you will have heard it before. Are we ready Mr music..... And we all said, AMEN
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