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Ackrnowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and
God’s ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1). In God’s sovereignty, God
has allowed other groups to migrate to these shores. We
acknowledge the cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are
thankful for the community that we share together now.

Cantor: Thank you for joining our service today. Welcome to
our first service for the New Year. Please stand to sing our
opening hymn.

Opening Song: While Shepherds Watched their Flocks
While shepherds watched their 'Glad tidings of great joy I bring

flocks by night To you and all mankind'
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord "To you in David's town this day
came down Is born of David's line
And glory shone around. A Saviour,
who is Christ the Lord
'Fear not,' said he And this shall be the sign'
(for mighty dread

Had seized their troubled mind)
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'The heavenly babe Of angels praising God,

you there shall find who thus

To human view displayed Addressed their joyful song.

All meanly wrapped

in swathing bands 'All glory be to God on high

And in a manger laid' And on the earth be peace
Good will henceforth from

Thus spake the seraph heaven to men

and forthwith Begin and never cease'.

Appeared a shining throng Mission Praise CCL Licence no: 89934

Minister Greeting

Grace and peace to you from the One who sits on the throne
God our Father and his Son Jesus Christ.

Come and let us worship our God.

Let us be faithful to the end.

Let us offer a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving

The fruit of our lips to honour his name.

Sentence of the Day

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord
has risen upon you. (Isaiah 60:1)

Prager of Approach

Let us prepare our hearts for worship,

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day

Everlasting God, who brought the nations to your light and kings
to the brightness of your rising: fill the world with your glory, and
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show yourself to all the nations; through him who is the true light
and the bright morning star, Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Ministry of the Word

The first reading is from the book of the Prophet Isaiah,
chapter 60 verses 1 to 6.

I*Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord
rises upon you. 2See, darkness covers the earth and thick
darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his
glory appears over you. 3Nations will come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your dawn.

4*Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come
to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are
carried on the hip. 3Then you will look and be radiant, your heart
will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be
brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will come.
6Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian
and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and
incense and proclaiming the praise of the Lord.

May your word live in us, and bear much fruit to your glory.

The Psalm of the day is number 72, verses 1 to 7, then 10
to 14. We will read this psalm in alternate verse

1Endow the king with your justice, O God,

the royal son with your righteousness.

2May he judge your people in righteousness,

your afflicted ones with justice.

3May the mountains bring prosperity to the people,

the hills the fruit of righteousness.

4May he defend the afflicted among the people
and save the children of the needy;

may he crush the oppressor.

5May he endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon,
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through all generations.

6May he be like rain falling on a mown field,

like showers watering the earth.

’In his days may the righteous flourish

and prosperity abound till the moon is ho more.

10May the kings of Tarshish

and of distant shores bring tribute to him.

May the kings of Sheba and Seba present him gifts.
11May all kings bow down to him and all nations serve him.
12For he will deliver the needy who cry out,

the afflicted who have no one to help.

13He will take pity on the weak and the needy

and save the needy from death.

14He will rescue them from oppression and violence,
for precious is their blood in his sight.

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen

The second reading is from the book of Ephesians
chapter 3, verses 1 to 12.

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake
of you Gentiles, 2Surely you have heard about the administration
of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3that is, the
mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already
written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, Swhich was
not made known to people in other generations as it has nhow
been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets.
6This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs
together with Israel, members together of one body, and
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 7I became a
servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me
through the working of his power. 8Although I am less than the
least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach
to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 2and to make
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plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for
ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 1%His
intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom
of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in
the heavenly realms, 1taccording to his eternal purpose that he
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. *2In him and through
faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Assistant: Please stand to sing to welcome the Gospel reading.

Gospel Song: Lord, Your Almighty Word

Lord, your almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight:

hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray.
Let there be light.

Saviour, who came to give
those who in darkness live,
healing and sight,

health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,

now to all humankind.

Let there be light.

Together in Song CCL Licence no: 89934

Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving holy dove, speed
forth your flight;

move on the waters' face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place.
Let there be light.

Holy and blesséd Three,
glorious Trinity:

Wisdom, Love, Might,
boundless as ocean's tide
rolling in fullest pride,

through the earth far and wide.
Let there be light.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew, chapter 2 verses 1 to 12.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked,
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
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3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the
people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them
where the Messiah was to be born. 3"In Bethlehem in Judea,”
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:

6™But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.”

’Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them
the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and
worship him.”

9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the
star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it
stopped over the place where the child was. 19When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12And having
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned
to their country by another route.

This is the Good News concerning our Lord Jesus Christ.
May our lives praise and honour his name.

The Apostles’ Creed

Let us affirm together the faith of the Church, the Apostles’
Creed.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Sermon: Arise, Shine for Your Light Has Come

Epiphany is about revelation. It's about God making himself
known — not just to a chosen few, but to the whole world.

If Christmas tells us that God has come, Epiphany tells us who
he has come for.

1. A Light That Draws the Nations — Isaiah 60
Isaiah begins with those stirring words:

"Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.”

The image is of a world still covered in darkness — confusion,
injustice, fear — and yet, in the midst of it, God’s light breaks
through.

What's striking is that this light doesn't just comfort Israel; it
attracts the nations.

"Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.”

This is not a private light. It's a public, radiant, outward-facing
light.

Gold and frankincense are mentioned — gifts that will later
appear in Matthew’s Gospel — but Isaiah’s deeper point is this:
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when God'’s glory is revealed, it draws people who were once far
away.

Epiphany reminds us that God'’s plan has a/ways been bigger
than borders, bloodlines, or backgrounds.

2. A King Who Brings Justice and Peace — Psalm 72

Psalm 72 expands this vision. It describes the ideal king — one
who rules not by force, but by righteousness.

"He shall judge the poor with justice...
He shall defend the needy among the people.”

This king cares about those on the margins.
He notices the poor, the afflicted, the forgotten.

And again, the scope is global:

"The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute...
all kings shall bow down before him.”

This is not domination; it is devotion.
Not coercion, but recognition.

Epiphany proclaims that Jesus is this kind of king — not a ruler
who grasps power, but one who lifts others up.

3. The Mystery Revealed — Ephesians 3
In Ephesians, Paul gives us language for what Epiphany truly is:
"The mystery made known to me by revelation...”

The mystery is this: Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus.

This would have been shocking in Paul’s day.

Those once considered outsiders are now insiders.
Those once excluded are now embraced.

And Paul says this wasn't an afterthought — it was God’s plan all
along. Epiphany tells us that the Church exists not to guard
God’s grace, but to announce it.

4. Wise Men from the East— Matthew 2
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Matthew brings all of this into sharp focus through the visit of
the Magi. They are foreigners. They are astrologers. They
come from the East — beyond Israel’s religious boundaries.

And yet, they are the ones who recognise the signs and set out
on a long, costly journey to find the Christ.

Contrast them with Herod.
Herod is close to the Scriptures, close to power, close to the
Temple — and yet utterly blind to what God is doing.

The Magi respond with joy and worship:

"On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage.”

They bring gifts — gold for a king, frankincense for worship,
myrrh pointing to suffering — and then they leave changed,
returning home by another road. Epiphany always sends us
home by a different way.

5. What Epiphany Means for Us
So what does this mean for us, here and now?

First, Epiphany reminds us that God’s light still shines in dark
places.

Not just in churches, but in homes, workplaces, communities,
and hearts that feel far from God.

Second, it challenges us to ask: Are we more like Herod,
threatened by what God might disrupt? Or more like the Magi,
willing to follow the light, even when it leads us somewhere
unfamiliar?

Third, Epiphany calls the Church to be a signpost, not a
destination.
We don't replace the light — we reflect it.

As Isaiah says, "Arise, shine.” Not hoard the light. Not hide it.
But live in a way that points others to Christ.

6. A Final Invitation
The Magi teach us something simple and profound:
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They noticed the light. They responded to it. They worshipped
the Christ. And they went home changed.

That is the Epiphany journey. May we, like them, have eyes to
see where God is at work, courage to follow where he leads, and
hearts open enough to be transformed by the Light of the world.

"Arise, shine; for your light has come.”
And that light is Christ — for us, and for all. Amen.

Offertory Hymn: The Church s One Foandation

The Church's one foundation 'Mid toil and tribulation

Is Jesus Christ, her Lord And tumult of her war

She is His new creation She waits the consummation
By water and the Word Of peace forevermore

From heaven, "Til with the vision glorious

He came and sought her Her longing eyes are blest

To be His holy bride And the great church victorious

With His own blood He bought her Shall be the church at rest.
And for her life He died. Yet she on earth had union

Elect from every nation With God, the Three-in-One

Yet one o'er all the earth And mystic, sweet communion
Her charter of salvation With those whose rest is won
One Lord, one faith, one birth O happy ones and holy

One holy name she blesses Lord, give us grace that we
Partakes one holy food Like them, the meek and lowly
And to one hope she presses On high may dwell with Thee.
With every grace endued. Mission Praise CCL Licence no: 89934
The Prager of the Week

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only-
begotten Son to the Gentiles: mercifully grant, that we who know
you now by faith, may after this life be led to the vision of your
glorious Godhead; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayers for God 3 mission and upcoming ministries

The rostered Intercessor will prepare prayers for our world, our
community, those who are sick and those requiring specific
needs.

Let us pray together,

Thank you, Eternal Father, for you have promised to not
only hear our prayers, but to grant that what we have
asked in faith we may obtain through the name of your
Son Jesus our Lord. Amen.

We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,

your will be done on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper

Assistant:

We are God'’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
been made known. But we know that when he appears we shall
be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Confession

In the presence of the One who walks amongst the seven
lampstands in the temple of God, Jesus Christ the Son of God,
let us bring our darkness to his radiant light, confessing our sins
in repentance and faith,
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Holy God,

we have disobeyed your commandments,

we have resisted your call,

we have failed to live by your generous love.

We are sorry for all our sins, and ask you to forgive us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Assistant: Please stand to hear God'’s promise of forgiveness.
Fromise of Forgiveness

You, who once were far away, have been brought near through
the blood of Christ: He himself is your peace. Therefore, in
Christ your sins are forgiven, and you are set free to live as
examples of God’s generous grace and kindness. Live, therefore,
by the Spirit’s transforming power, and forgive as you have been
forgiven. Amen.

Greeting of Peace

Our Lord Jesus Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness; by
his wounds we have been healed.

We have been washed. We have been sanctified. Let us
therefore share in the peace we have received. We are the body
of Christ. His Spirit is with us.

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Thantsgiving and Communion
The Lord be with you And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty
Creator, ever-living God.
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We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary and
lived as one of us.

You anointed him as Messiah, the light of the nations,
and revealed him as the hope of all who thirst for righteousness
and peace.

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the
one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for
his people.
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever
praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

And now, gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread
and wine, and pray that we who receive them, in the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, according to our Saviour’s word, in
remembrance of his suffering and death, may share his body and
blood.

On the night before he died, Jesus took bread,
and when he had given you thanks, he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying,

‘Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.’

The Breaking of the Bread and the Commanion

We who are many are one body in Christ.
For we all share in the one bread.

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he
gave it to his disciples, saying,

‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new
covenant which is shed for you and for many for the
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forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.’

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith,

We eat this bread and drink this cup
to proclaim the death of the Lord.

We do this until he returns. Come, Lord Jesus!

Father as we recall his saving death and glorious resurrection,
may we who share these gifts be renewed by your Holy Spirit
and united in the body of your Son.

Bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal

kingdom, there to feast at your table and join in your eternal

praise:

Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive praise and
honour and glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.

Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in your hearts with
thanksgiving.

Annourncemernts: Refer to the church newsletter for notices.

Commitment to (ive out our worship of the Loro

Almighty and eternal God, may we who have received this
sacrament of your Son’s body and blood worship you in all we
do, proclaim your Word to our community, as living members of
Christ’s body.

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. Give
us grace to go thankfully and with courage in the power
of your Spirit.

The Benediction and Blessing

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that
we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to
Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever.
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May Christ the Son of God be manifest to you, that your lives
may be a light to the world, and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
in the name of Christ. Amen.

Closing Hymu: Let There Be Love

Let there be love Give us a fresh understanding
shared among us, of brotherly love that is real,
let there be love in our eyes, let there be love

may now your love shared among us,

sweep this nation, let there be love.

cause us oh Lord to arise. (Sing through twice)

Mission Praise CCL
Licence no: 89934
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