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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s ownership of all things 
(Psalm 24:1). In God’s sovereignty, God has allowed other groups to migrate to these shores.  We 
acknowledge the cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the community that we share 
together now. 

Cantor’s Welcome 
Cantor: Thank you for joining our Service today as we celebrate the last Sunday in Lent. We 
especially welcome those joining us at home. I invite you to stand to sing our opening hymn. 

Opening Song: You are the King of Glory  
You are the King of glory, 
You are the Prince of Peace, 
You are the Lord of heaven and earth, 
You’re the Son of righteousness. 

Angels bow down before You, 
worship and adore, 
for You have the words of eternal life, 
You are Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Hosanna to the King of kings! 
Glory in the highest heaven, 
for Jesus the Messiah reigns!            © Mission Praise CCL Licence no: 89934 

Welcome: 
Blessed be the Lord God Almighty who forgives all our sins through His Son Jesus Christ.  His 
mercy endures forever. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all. And also with you.  

Sentence 
‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord; ‘whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.’ 
(John 11:25-26)  
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Prayer of Approach  
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect of the Day 
Life-giving God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death: breathe upon us with 
the power of your Spirit, that we may be strengthened with might in our inward parts and raised to 
new life in Christ.  Empower us once again to serve you in holiness and righteousness all our days.  
This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Ministry of the Word  
The first reading is from the book of Ezekiel, chapter 37, verses 1 to 14 
The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great 
many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can 
these bones live?”  
I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”  
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you 
will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with 
skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling 
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on 
them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may 
live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and 
stood up on their feet—a vast army.  
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what 
the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when 
I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I 
will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, 
declares the LORD.’” 
Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm of the day is number 130. 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 
2 Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive  to my cry for mercy. 
3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins,  Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 
   so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits,  and in his word I put my hope. 
 
Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
  as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen. 
 



26th March 2023 | 5th Sunday in Lent | page 3 

The second reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome, chapter 8, verses 6 to 11. 
6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 

The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 

Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the realm of 
the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does 
not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though 
your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 
Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Chorus: Spirit of the Living God  
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
break me, melt me, mould me, fill me; 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.      © Mission Praise CCL Licence no: 89934 

The Gospel of our Lord  
The Gospel of our Lord, according to John, Chapter 11, verses 1 to 45. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume 
on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you 
love is sick.” 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So 
when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to 
his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going 
back?” 
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not 
stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for 
they have no light.” 
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 
going there to wake him up.” 
12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his 
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into 
the world.” 
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28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she 
said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now 
Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When 
the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and 
went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 35 Jesus wept. 
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?” 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odour, for he has 
been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 
here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Message:  Expressing the fear of the Lord in Corporate Worship 
Chorus: Father, We love you, We worship and adore you 
Father, we love You, we worship and adore You: 
glorify Your name in all the earth. 
 
Glorify Your name, glorify Your name, 
Glorify Your name in all the earth. 
 
© Mission Praise CCL Licence no: 89934 

Jesus, we love You, we worship and adore You: 
glorify Your name in all the earth. 

Glorify Your name, ..… 
 
Spirit, we love You, we worship and adore You: 
glorify Your name in all the earth. 

Glorify Your name, ..… 

The Prayer of the Week 
We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of your Son. We thank you also that through his death, he has called us to life, 
and by his presence abiding within us, he will raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

Prayers for the World and our Community  
The intercessor on the roster will prepare prayers for: 
A prayer for the world  … 
A prayer for all in authority  … 
A prayer for the church  … 
A prayer for our community  … 
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Lord, you have given us grace to agree in these our prayers, and you have promised that when two 
or three ask together in your name you will grant their requests, 
Fulfil now Lord, our desires and prayers as may be best for us. Grant us, in this life 
knowledge of your truth and in the age to come, life eternal. Amen. 
We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen.  

 
The Deacon leads the time of confession. 

Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God.  Let us therefore ask for mercy, confessing 
our sins in repentance and faith. 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Deacon: Please stand as we hear God’s promise of forgiveness. 

Promise of Forgiveness 
Grant, merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from all 
these sins and serve you with a quiet mind and a pure heart, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Greeting of Peace  
We who were once far away have been brought near.  We have been washed, we are being 
sanctified and we will be glorified.  Let us therefore share in the peace we have received. 
Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
  We meet in his name and share in his peace.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you 

Gifts and offerings 
Blessed are you, Lord and Father, who gives good gifts to his children. Through your goodness we 
have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offering for your glory and for the service of your 
kingdom. Blessed be God’s kingdom forever. 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, everliving God. 



| Page 6 26th March  2023 | 5th Sunday in Lent 

We give you thanks and praise for our Saviour Jesus Christ, who by the power of your Spirit was 
born of Mary and lived as one of us. He was tempted in every way as we are, yet he did not sin. 

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained 
an eternal deliverance for his people. 

By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to walk in the way of his love. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and this wine,  
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,  
we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying:  

‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples saying,  

‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

Therefore, living God, as we obey his command,  
we remember his life of obedience to you, his suffering and death,  
his resurrection and exultation, and his promise to be with us forever.  
With this bread and this cup, we celebrate his saving death until he comes. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died.         Christ is risen.          Christ will come again. 

Accept, we pray, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
and send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration  
that all who eat and drink at this table may be strengthened  
by Christ’s body and blood to serve you in the world. 

As one body and one holy people, may we proclaim the everlasting gospel  
of Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom, with whom and in whom  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father in songs of never-ending praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  We who are many are one body, 
For we all share in the one bread. 

Come and let us share in the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ and let us feed on him in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

Communion Song: You are the Vine
You are the Vine, we are the branches, 
keep us abiding in You. 
You are the Vine, we are the branches, 
keep us abiding in You. 
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Then we’ll grow in Your love, 
then we’ll go in Your name, 
that the world will surely know 
that You have power to heal and to save. 
 
You are the Vine, we are the branches, 
keep us abiding in You. 
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Communion Song:  Love will be our Lenten calling  
Love will be our Lenten calling, 
love to shake and shatter sin, 
waking every closed, cold spirit, 
stirring new life deep within, 
till the quickened heart remembers 
what our Easter birth can mean. 
 

Peace will be our Lenten living 
as we turn for home again, 
longing for the words of pardon, 
stripping of old grief and pain, 
till we stand, restored and joyful, 
with the Church on Easter day. 
 

Truth will be our Lenten learning: 
hear the Crucified One call! 
Shadowed by the Saviour’s passion, 
images and idols fall, 
and, in Easter’s holy splendour, 
God alone is all in all.

© Together in Song CCL Licence no: 89934 

Announcements: Please refer to the church newsletter. 
Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord 
Compassionate and Holy God, through your Son Jesus Christ you have nourished our souls and 
reconciled your people to yourself. Following his example of fasting and prayer, may we obey you 
with willing hearts.  May we bring your reconciliation to others and be a sign of your wholeness to 
this broken world. 

Father,  
you send us into the world you love. Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage in 
the power of your Spirit. 

Let us go from this place proclaiming that we have seen the glory of God, believing that there is a 
light that shines in the darkness, which the darkness shall not overcome. And may the love of God 
the Father, the peace of Jesus the Son, and the joy of the Spirit, be with you today and evermore. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Immortal Invisible 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, your great name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, but ruling in might; 
your justice like mountains high soaring above, 
your clouds which are fountains 
 of goodness and love. 
 
You give life to all, Lord, to both great and small, 
in all life now living, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on a tree, 
then wither: but ever unchanged you will be. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
your angels adore you, all veiling their sight; 
of all your rich graces this grace, Lord, impart- 
take the veil from our faces, 
 the veil from our heart. 
 
All praise we would render: reveal to our sight 
what hides you is only the splendour of light; 
and so let your glory, Almighty, impart, 
through Christ in the story, 
 your Christ to the heart. 
 
 
 
 
© Together in Song CCL Licence no: 89934 

 


