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Sunday, 12th March to Saturday, 17th March 

Topic: Expressing reverence in corporate worship 

Day 1: Monday, 13th March 

A Picture of Worship God Intended 
I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, … standing in 
front of the throne and before the lamb.  They were 
clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their 
hands.  And they were shouting with a great roar ….” 

Revelation 7:9 
Earlier before John had his heavenly vision, Isaiah too had a vision 

of the unsearchable glory of God. He saw the Lord in His throne room, 
high and lifted up, and His glory filled the room. Around Him stood 
massive angels called seraphim, who, because of God’s great glory, 
cover their faces with their wings and cry out:  

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;  
the whole earth is full of His glory! —Isaiah 6:3 

We have sung these exact words in our churches in hymn form. Yet 
often our praises ring void of the passion found in these angels. You 
can see people yawning or looking around at what others are doing as 
they sing the words. Some are even offended when people are too 
exuberant! Oh, how different is the atmosphere in God’s throne room! 
These mighty, awesome angels are not bored or restless; they are not 
merely singing nice songs. They do not say, “God, I have been singing 
this song before Your throne for millions of years; do You think a 
replacement could be brought in?”  They don’t say “I mustn’t make too 
much noise as the other angels won’t like it!” No way! They would not 
desire to be anywhere else but crying out and singing praises before 
the throne of God.  Are we the same? 

Reflection Question:  
Do you feel free to express your passionate zeal for the Lord in 
worship?  What holds you back? Do you feel this pleases the Lord?  
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 Topic: Expressing reverence in corporate worship 

Day 2: Tuesday, 14th March 

Heaven’s Worship includes quietness 
When the Lamb broke the seventh seal on the 
scroll, there was quietness throughout heaven for 
about half an hour. 

Revelation 8:1 
Whether the quietness in heaven was to symbolise the persecution 

of the saints on the earth, or so that heaven could attend to the 
prayers of the people (see Revelation 8:3-5), it is certain that worship 
will involve periods of stillness and quietness. 

The Prophet Isaiah spoke under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, 
“This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In 
repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your 
strength …. (Isaiah 30:15) 

There is a strength in quietly trusting in God, or standing in his 
presence in awestruck wonder.  Later Isaiah would say, “The fruit of 
that righteousness will be peace; its effect will be quietness and 
confidence forever. (Isaiah 32:7) 

A quiet spirit is one that is content and not restless, nor is it 
agitated or worried about the issues of life. Rather, a quiet spirit is one 
who steadfastly trusts in God, and worships him in quiet confidence of 
His goodness and faithfulness to His promises. 

Some people find stillness and quietness easy, thoroughly enjoying 
long periods of silent meditation.  Others are more expressive and 
prefer to express their worship through words and groans.  Regardless 
of our personal preferences, a stillness in the spirit is a valuable 
spiritual discipline to develop. 

My Reflection Question: 
Have you developed the spiritual stamina of sitting quietly in stillness 
and silence before the Lord?  How can you develop and incorporate 
this spiritual discipline in your worship?  
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 Topic: Expressing reverence in corporate worship 

Day 3: Wednesday, 15th March 

Heaven’s Worship includes Exuberant Noise 
Sing praises to God and to his name! 
Sing loud praises to him who rides the clouds!” 

Psalm 68:4 
Whoever imagined that heaven is a quiet place, hasn’t read their 

bible!  When we read the book of Revelation or the visions of the 
prophets of old, we get a clear picture that heavenly worship involves 
noises like thunder, cracks of lightening, trumpet blows, shouting, 
clapping, dancing, loud cries, loud wind, roar of fire and loud 
exuberant singing.  Heaven is a noisy place!  In the book of Revelation, 
praise is almost always expressed in a “loud voice.”  It makes us 
question: how often do we express our praise using a loud voice? 
Sadly, not often.  We may feel it is appropriate to use our loud voices 
at football games, or while watching sports on TV – but No! Not in 
church!  However, this is completely shaped by our culture, and what 
WE understand is appropriate behaviour in church.  If we were to 
travel or watch church in other cultures, loud expressions of praise 
would be totally normal. 

What is biblically normal?  More than 30 times in the Psalms we are 
urged to, “Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his 
name; give to him glorious praise!” (Psalm 66:1) 

While I realise it would be a BIG step for most saints to let out a 
shout during worship on Sunday, we should remember our 
understanding of appropriate ‘church behaviour’ is usually shaped 
more by our culture than by how God describes his preferred worship. 

My Reflection Question: 
It takes a lot of faith (and energy) to shout to the Lord.  Why not read 
the book of Psalms or Revelation and note all the words describing 
loud, exuberant praise.  
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 Topic: Expressing reverence in corporate worship 

Day 4: Thursday, 16th March 

The Acts Example of fear and comfort 
The church then had peace throughout Judea, 
Galilee, and Samaria, and it became stronger as the 
believers lived in fear of the Lord. And with the 
encouragement of the Holy Spirit, it also grew in 
numbers. 

Acts 9:31 
When Luke describes the early church he is showing us the balance 

between the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. We 
must never separate these two things: the fear of the Lord and the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

Many of us would say, “Well, what I really need is comfort, 
encouragement, truth.” But if you receive comfort and encouragement 
without the fear of the Lord in your life, it will not do for you what you 
really need. It’s liable to make you careless or proud or puffed-up. It 
will not produce by itself the result that is needed, the result that God 
intends. The comfort of the Holy Spirit has to be balanced by the fear 
of the Lord, the reverent awe of the Lord, which is also inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. We also should not reverse the order. Do not put the 
comfort before the fear. That’s the tendency of natural inclination and 
everyone of us says, “I really need comfort, I need encouragement, I 
need help.” But the divinely-inspired Word of God puts the fear of the 
Lord and then the comfort. That’s where safety lies for every one of 
us.  Notice also, “...the churches had peace, they were edified and 
they were multiplied.” They grew in numbers. So there are three 
results in the Christian church, in the lives of Christians, of the balance 
between the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

My Reflection Question: 
Have you put a preference for comfort from the Holy Spirit, rather than 
developing a reverential fear of the Lord?  
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 Topic: Expressing reverence in corporate worship 

Day 5: Friday, 17th March 

Corporate worship springs from private worship 
He will be the sure foundation for your times, 
  a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; 
  the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure. 

Isaiah 33:6 
Worshiping Jesus together may be the single most important thing 

we do. It plays an indispensable role in rekindling our spiritual fire, and 
keeping it burning. Corporate worship brings together God’s word, 
prayer, and fellowship, and so makes for the greatest means of God’s 
ongoing grace in the Christian life. 

But true worship is fundamentally an experience of the heart, and 
not a means to anything else. So, it’s important to distinguish between 
what benefits might motivate us to be regular in corporate worship, 
and what focus our minds and hearts should pursue in the moment. 

According to Don Whitney, “There’s an element of worship and 
Christianity that cannot be experienced in private worship or by 
watching worship. There are some graces and blessings that God gives 
only in the ‘meeting together’ with other believers” (Spiritual 
Disciplines, 92). Here are five such “graces and blessings” that we 
experience uniquely in the context of corporate worship. 

1. Awakening – worshipping together refreshes our souls 
2. Assurance – worshipping together stimulates our shared mission 
3. Advance – our progressive conforming to become Jesus 
4. Accepting Another’s Leading – this develops humility 
5. Accentuated Joy – awe is accentuated when we gather together 
Most of these blessings, however, will spring more easily when we 

become a worshipper who regularly sits or stands in awe before God in 
private worship. 

My Reflection Question: 
What are some blessings you can discern when we gather together for 
worship?  Do you also worship in private, how are they connected? 
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Day 6: Saturday, 18th March 

A Fear of God will hold us to unity 
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Ephesians 5:21 
God requires us to have a submissive, humble attitude toward our 

fellow believers. The reason we’re to have this attitude is the fear of 
God. If we look at our fellow believers and assess their characters and 
their problems, many times we might say, “I don’t see any reason to 
submit to a person like that. I’m just as good as he is and maybe 
better!” But if you think like that, you’re not thinking in the fear of the 
Lord. The reason why we are to submit to one another is because we 
fear God. God says we’re to submit to one another. And if we don’t 
submit to one another, then we are not walking in the fear of God. 

There is an interesting verse in 1 John.  We read, 
“Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. 

For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he has given us 
this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and 
sister.” (1 John 4:20-21) 

When we fear the Lord we make it our aim to walk in God’s love 
toward others.  This is not always easy! 

However, because we want to stay in communion with our Heavenly 
Father, we know it is our responsibility to love those who are hard to 
love.  How is this possible?  Once again we return to what we read 
earlier – living daily in full dependence on the Spirit of God.  For we 
have been given a Spirit of love, with whom to love others. 

My Reflection Question: 
Do you struggle with evil, judgmental thoughts towards others? 
Especially those who are not easy to love?  Have you understood the 
connection between reverencing the Lord and loving your brothers and 
sisters in Christ? 

 


