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The Importance of having 
a reverential fear of God 

” Fear the Lord your God, serve him only”. 
Deuteronomy 6:13 

Why is it important to develop a genuine reverential fear of the Lord? 
Because true worship cannot be offered without it. 

Two people in the bible are known for their great intimacy with God.  The 
reason they were able to draw near to God and know Him intimately was 

because they cultivated a heart which reverenced the Lord. 

 

Intro |  

I’d like to start today’s message by asking a question that I’d like you to discuss with the person next 
you.  Who is the person in the Old Testament, after the fall, who knew God most intimately? 

Now, another question: Who is the person in the New Testament (including the Gospels) who knew 
God most intimately? 

Did you answer Moses in the Old Testament and Jesus in the New Testament?  They are not hard to 
identify.  We know that Moses talked with God face to face, as a man talks with his friend (Exodus 
33:11).  And it is only last week when we heard God testify that Jesus is His beloved Son, with whom 
He is well-pleased (Matthew 3:17) 

So, now I’d like you to think, what is it that both Moses and Jesus had in common?  This question is 
not as easy as the last ones. 

Point 1 | Moses walked in the fear of the Lord, which led to greater intimacy and 
friendship with God. 

Last week on Transfiguration Sunday we read about the time God appeared before his people, 
allowing them to witness his glory in thunder, lightning, blasts of a trumpet and bellowing smoke.  
The people’s response to this awesome sight was, “they trembled and stood far off”. (Exodus 20:18) 

They said to Moses, “you speak with us and we will hear, but do not let God speak with us or we’ll 
die”.  And Moses said, “Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before 
you, so that you may not sin.” (v19-20)  In Moses response we see two different kinds of fear. 
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One kind of fear causes people to be afraid, causing them to draw back away from God’s presence in 
terror and shame.  This is natural fear, a fear caused by their sin and rebellion.  But there is another 
kind of fear, and we see it in how Moses responded to the revelation of God’s glory.  “So, the people 
stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God was.” (Exodus 20:21). 

Moses walked in the fear of the Lord. It was his reverential fear of God that draw him toward 
intimacy with God, so that “God could speak with him … as a friend”. (Exodus 33:11)  A reverential 
fear of the Lord will always draw you closer to God, toward fellowship with God.  We see this in 
Psalm 25 verse 14, “The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to 
them.”  Other translations say, “The LORD is a friend to those who fear him. He teaches them his 
covenant.” (NLT, ESV, ASV) In fact, the International Standard Version reads “The intimate counsel 
of the LORD is for those who fear him so they may know his covenant.” 
Point 2 | Jesus walked in the fear of the Lord and demonstrated to His followers how 
loving our Heavenly Father with reverential fear, brings greater intimacy and union.  

Even as we delve into the Gospel reading today, we see our Lord and Saviour’s reverential fear of His 
Father shine through.  When Jesus was in the desert being tempted by the devil, the devil’s primary 
objective was to get Jesus to bow down in submission to him.  But Jesus answered, “Away from me, 
Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” (Matthew 4:10)  Those of 
you who have your Bibles open, will see that there is a little number beside this verse, referring you 
to Deuteronomy 6:13.  This verse says, “Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths 
in his name.” 
Does it surprise you to learn that Jesus worshipped His Father in reverential fear? Yet at the same 
time, they shared the greatest of intimacy and union?  It kind of makes our brains spin out of 
control, doesn’t it?  We learn from Jesus that the pathway to great intimacy with our heavenly Father 
is a heart that bows in reverential submission to Him. 

That is why we read, “During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions 
with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of 
his reverent submission.” (Hebrews 5:7)  The Greek word for ‘reverent submission’ is the same as 
‘godly fear’. 

While we see our need to approach God in godly fear all throughout Gospels, it is clearly seen in the 
prayer Jesus taught us:  “Our father in heaven, hallowed be [or holy is] your name.” 
By addressing God as Father, we are reminded of His loving tenderness and kindness, and when we 
‘hallow’ or ‘honour’ His name, we acknowledge our need to bow in reverential fear before Him 
because He is holy and majestic and worthy of all honour. 

Now, I’m very aware, when our modern ears hear the word ‘fear’ we almost automatically interpret 
its meaning as ‘to be afraid of’.  English doesn’t make it easy for us! When I first mentioned we were 
going to study the fear of the Lord, someone immediately responded, ‘but I’m not afraid of God.’ 

It’s true, the word ‘fear’ has a variety of meanings throughout the Bible.  So, in addition to looking at 
what it means to worship God in fear and reverence, we’ll also need to identify the other types of 
fear that exist. 

Once we’ve identified how easily the fear of the Lord can become distorted and twisted to become 
something which God finds highly offensive, we will spend two weeks learning how reverential 
worship of God is expressed both in private, and also when we are gathered together. 

Then, we will look at a myriad of Scriptures which clearly describe how we can discern whether our 
heart is already growing a reverential fear of God, also revealing practices or attitudes which show a 
fear of God is lacking in our lives. 

Finally, as we head toward Holy Week, we will identify some practices which deepen, or grow an 
even greater awe for the Lord. 

Point 3 | A heart which reverently fears the Lord loves worship, is quick to seek God’s 
forgiveness and seeks to always walk in love. 
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So, what is the kind of reverential fear God desires? 

Let’s return to what God said, 

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk 
in His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
and to keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes which I command you today for your 
good?” (Deuteronomy 10:12-13). 

So, a heart that cultivates a reverential awe and fear of God is one that loves God and loves to 
worship Him.  They do not put time limits on when, how or where worship takes place. 

A godly fear releases a person to bask in the presence of God whether they are at church, or 
vacuuming, cooking a meal or going for a walk in the bush. 

The more time we spend communing with God in private worship, the more we desire to please Him 
in every aspect of our lives. 

Because we reverence Him, we have a heightened awareness of anything which would cause us to 
be displeasing to Him, or anything which would bring dishonour to His name. 

Because we reverence Him, we are quick to ask for forgiveness for any sin, because we know as long 
as sin remains in our heart, it separates us from God. 

Because we reverence God and love Him with all our heart, we place obeying His Word our top 
priority (John 14:21). 

Because we reverence God, we seek to walk in love with those in God’s family, for we know that 
those who love God must also love their brother and sister (1 John 4:19). 

Paul wrote to the believers at Philippi, “… continue to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
(Philippians 2:12-13) 

Yes, the topic of cultivating a reverential fear of the Lord is important. 

So, let us embark on our Lenten Journey with a humble heart that wants to approach God in a 
manner acceptable to the Lord. 

For we are children of a kingdom that cannot be shaken.  So in thankfulness, we worship God 
acceptably with reverence and awe (Hebrews 12:28). 

:
During the season of Lent, commencing on Ash Wednesday, we will be looking closely 
at how to walk in the fear and reverence of the Lord.  This journey will involve an 
important resource. 
The first section of the resource is the Lenten Liturgy we’ll use at our Lenten Reflection 
Group which will meet in the church at 3 pm.  The second part of the resource will 
assist us with daily devotionals which aid us to reflect on the message preached on 
Sunday.  We’ll discuss the reflection questions at the bottom of each page of the 
devotional at our Lenten Reflection Group. 
While you may choose to work through the Lenten study and devotional on your own, 
more fruit will be obtained when we share together our experience of deepening our 
fear of the Lord. 
Some may choose to stay on for the 4pm pre-service meeting where we pray and get 
trained to serve in the 5 pm Experience God’s Blessing Service. 


