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“… what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to 
walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees 

that I am giving you today for your own good.” 

(Deuteronomy 10:12-13) 

 

If we say we believe in God what is the appropriate response to that 
belief? Surely it is to worship the divine being whom we acknowledge 

is God of the universe.  But how are we to worship this holy and 
majestic God? What kind of worship does this God desire?  

Today we will learn that true worship of God is only possible when we 
approach God as he instructs.  The reason God sent His Son Jesus to 
dwell among us, to die and rise again, was so we who were separated 

from God could develop an intimate relationship with him. 

I’m not sure whether there is something different recently added to the water, but we are in a 
season where lots of families are inquiring about having their children baptised or ‘christened’, the 
word they usually use. 

Now when families express interest in having their child baptised, I like to sit down with them to 
make sure they understand what baptism means.  I normally ask them what has prompted them to 
have their child baptised. 

I usually hear, “Well, we believe in God and so we’d like to give our child the best start in life.  We 
want our child to be a member of God’s family.” 

It is evident that a belief in God is what prompts families to have their child baptised. 

Now, a belief in God carries a host of accompanying expectations. 
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If we believe an all-powerful God exists, we expect He has the right to tell us how we are to live our 
lives. 

If we believe in God, we acknowledge that he can not only see our motives and attitudes but will 
ultimately judge them when we die. 

Moreover, if we believe in God, we must acknowledge that God deserves to be worshipped. 

But how do we worship this God in whom we believe and how do we know that our worship is 
acceptable to Him? 

Our first reading from the Old Testament, written more than 2000 years before Jesus was born, 
answers both these questions. 

We learn from this passage that God is the “God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty 
and awesome.” (10:17) 

And this holy, majestic God asks us “… to fear the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to 
love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.” (Deuteronomy 
10:12) 

Now this phrase, “to fear the Lord” unsettles our hearts. It makes us ask, ‘does that mean I am to be 
afraid of God?’ 

When this commandment was given to God’s people, 4000 years ago, they had no trouble 
understanding what it meant. 

From the time the first humans were evicted from God’s presence, due to their disobedience of God’s 
command, they had every reason to fear God. 

No one needed to tell them that God was holy, for they were reminded of His holiness day-in and 
day-out. 

Only the high priest was permitted to approach God, and he needed to go through a rigorous 
process of consecration, not only for himself, but also for the people. (Leviticus 11:44) 

If he happened to approach God carelessly, death was the result. (Leviticus 15:2) 

While God longed for His people to draw close to Him, and walk in accordance with His laws, again 
and again God’s people failed to live God’s way. 

So, God instigated a system whereby their sin could be ‘covered’.  Day-in-day-out the people were 
reminded of the severity of their sin, as they watched an innocent animal die in their place. 

But this system failed to deal with the sin problem.  Their stubborn hearts drove them to keep 
rebelling against God and disobeying His righteous laws. 

What a hopeless state humanity found itself in.  Humanity was separated from God and although 
they acknowledged Him as God, they could not offer proper worship to Him, for their hearts 
remained embedded with sin. 

Point 1 | Before Jesus came, humanity found itself in a hopeless state. Humanity is 
unable to enjoy communion with the holy God because of the sin embedded in their 
hearts. 

But then everything changed when Jesus was born.  We read, 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

God sent Jesus so that all people could come to know Him and know His love for them. 

When Jesus began to reveal who God was, he spoke of Him in an entirely different way from what 
they had heard before. 
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He called God, ‘Father’ and encouraged His followers to do the same. 

He spoke as though He had unbroken communion with this holy, unapproachable God.  And He 
invited everyone to not just believe in God, but to put their faith and trust in Him.  He told everyone, 
‘I am the only door through which God can be found’. (John 14:1-7) 

Because of Jesus, God is no longer unapproachable and far away. 

Because of Jesus, and His willingness to take the punishment for our sin upon Himself, we can 
worship God, with hearts filled with genuine gratitude. 

Because of Jesus, our worship of God is no longer from a distance, but rather Jesus invites us to 
accompany Him as He approaches the Father so that we too can come into a close worshipping 
relationship with our holy, heavenly Father. 

Point 2 | Apart from Jesus, worship is impossible. But thanks be to God. For through the 
blood of Jesus our hearts are cleansed, and we can approach the throne of God with 
confidence. 

And now we can answer the question we posed at the beginning: How can we worship this holy, 
invisible God in whom we believe? 

Because of Jesus Christ’s redeeming work and ongoing intercession, we are invited to draw near in 
worship to our Heavenly Father. 

But when we approach our Father, we must do so on His terms. 

Any attempt to worship God the Father – based on our traditions, our culture or our personal 
preferences – is unacceptable, because it comes from a heart that does not seek God on His terms. 

The only worship acceptable to God comes from a genuine, thankful heart, which is vitally united to 
the Spirit of God. 

Point 3 | The foundation of all true worship of God is the truth that such worship would 
not be possible apart from Jesus Christ’s saving gift of grace. 

That’s why Jesus said that God is looking for people who will worship Him in spirit and in truth. (John 
4:23-24)  We worship God in spirit, through the Spirit of Truth, given to us through our belief in 
Jesus (John 14). 

We read in Ephesians, “May Jesus Christ through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, abide, 
make His permanent home) in your hearts!” (Ephesians 3:17 Amplified Bible, also see John 14:23) 

Our heart is the sacred place where the Spirit of God dwells, so it is important we are constantly 
cultivating our heart toward worship. 

When God’s Spirit is active in our heart, He will inspire not just the conviction of sin, but a deeper 
revelation of who Jesus is and our union with our Heavenly Father (John 14:18-21, John 14:21b). 

Application | With what attitude do you come to worship?  Is it an attitude that seeks 
God on His terms, or on your terms? 

Because Jesus is the Great Shepherd of our Soul, our worship will involve “fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfector of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2) 

So, Jesus’ relationship with His Father, shapes how we worship God, whether in private or gathered 
as God’s people. 

As we worship, we know God’s eyes penetrate right into our heart (1 Samuel 16:7), so we must give 
consideration to our hidden attitudes and motivations. 

But sometimes these ‘hidden’ attitudes are brought into the light, by what we say. 

I’ve seen this as people comment about our new “Experience God’s Blessing” worship time. 
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I’ve heard it said, “Oh, I’ll come along, sometime … just to see what it is like, and whether or not I 
like it.” 

It is as though they are talking about visiting a new shop in Westfield, to see whether they like the 
goods being offered, or whether they approve of how the shop owners have arranged the store! 

That’s not true worship! True worship means being vigilant to keep our attention on Jesus – not on 
what people are wearing or even on what they’re doing. 

Rather, our attention is fixed on giving Jesus and our Heavenly Father all the praise and honour they 
are worthy of receiving. 

We must never come expecting to worship God in a way that pleases us. 

Rather, we worship God with hearts full of gratitude knowing this is the only appropriate response to 
our belief in God. 

During the season of Lent, commencing on Ash Wednesday, we will 
be looking closely at how to walk in the fear and reverence of the 
Lord.  This journey will involve an important resource. 

The first section of the resource is the Lenten Liturgy we’ll use at our 
Lenten Reflection Group which will meet in the church at 3 pm.  The 
second part of the resource will assist us with daily devotionals which 
aid us to reflect on the message preached on Sunday.  We’ll discuss 
the reflection questions at the bottom of each page of the devotional 
at our Lenten Reflection Group. 

While you may choose to work through the Lenten study and 
devotional on your own, more fruit will be obtained when we share 
together our experience of deepening our fear of the Lord. 


