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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and 
God’s ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1).  In God’s sovereignty, God 
has allowed other groups to migrate to these shores.  We acknowledge 
the cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the 
community that we share together now. 

Cantor’s Welcome 
Cantor: We would like to extend to you all our online viewers the 
warmest Christmas greetings. This morning we celebrate the birth 
of our Saviour King.  I invite you to stand to sing our opening hymn.   

Opening Song: O Come All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful  
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come  
ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him, Born the 
King of Angels! 
 

Chorus: O come,  
let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
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God of God, Light of Light 
Lo, He abhors  
not the Virgin's womb 
Very God, Begotten,  
not created 
 
 
Chorus: O come,  

let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 

 

Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation 
Sing, all ye citizens  
of heaven above! 
Glory to God,  
All glory in the highest 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet You, born 
this happy morning 
Jesus, to You be glory given 
Word of the Father,  
Now in flesh appearing 
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Welcome 
All God’s people, men and women, boys and girls   
Come and worship our Saviour! 
Shepherds, Magi, Saints and Angels    
Come and Worship our Saviour! 

All who need the Saviour, all who long for comfort and freedom 
Come and worship Christ the newborn King! 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
   as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

Sentence 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:10-11) 

Prayer of Approach 
Deacon: With expectant steps, and hearts filled with adoration, we 
approach God’s throne of grace praying, 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the 
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thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 
On this most holy morn when our Saviour Christ was born, let us 
join in the angels’ song, 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father.  Amen. 

Collect of the Day 
All glory to you, gracious God, for the gift of your Son, who you 
sent to save us. With the angels, let us praise your name, and tell 
the earth his story, that all may believe, rejoice, and proclaim your 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Ministry of the Word  
The first reading is from the book of Isaiah  
Chapter 62 beginning at verse 6-7, 10 to 12. 
6 I have posted watchmen on your walls, Jerusalem; they will never 
be silent day or night. You who call on the LORD, give yourselves no 
rest, 7 and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem and makes 
her the praise of the earth. 
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8 The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: 
“Never again will I give your grain as food for your enemies, and 
never again will foreigners drink the new wine for which you have 
toiled; 9 but those who harvest it will eat it and praise the LORD, and 
those who gather the grapes will drink it in the courts of my 
sanctuary.” 
10 Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the 
people. Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones. Raise a 
banner for the nations. 
11 The LORD has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: “Say 
to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your Saviour comes! See, his reward is with 
him, and his recompense accompanies him.’” 
12 They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; 
and you will be called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted. 
Hear the word of the Lord             thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm for today is 97, verses 1 to 6. 
1 The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores 
rejoice. 
2 Clouds and thick darkness surround him; 
    righteousness and justice are the foundation of his 
throne. 
3 Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every side. 
4 His lightning lights up the world; the earth sees and 
trembles. 
5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of 
all the earth. 
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all peoples 
see his glory. 
 
Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen. 
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The second reading comes from the letter of Titus, chapter 
3 verses 4 to 8. 
4 But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, 5 he 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us 
generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 7 so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of 
eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress 
these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful 
to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are 
excellent and profitable for everyone. 
This is the word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 

Gospel Song: Let there be love shared among us 
Let there be love shared among us 
Let there be love in our eyes 
May now your love sweep this nation 
Cause us O Lord, to arise 
Give us a fresh understanding 
Of brotherly love that is real 
Let there be love shared among us 
Let there be love. 
 
Let there be peace shared among us 
Let there be peace in our eyes 
May now your peace sweep this nation 
Cause us O Lord, to arise 
Give us a fresh understanding 
Of brotherly peace that is real 
Let there be peace shared among us 
Let there be peace. 
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Let there be joy shared among us 
Let there be joy in our eyes 
May now your joy sweep this nation 
Cause us O Lord, to arise 
Give us a fresh understanding 
Of brotherly joy that is real. 
Let there be joy shared among us 
Let there be joy. 
 
Let there be hope shared among us 
Let there be hope in our eyes 
May now your hope sweep this nation 
Cause us O Lord, to arise 
Give us a fresh understanding 
Of brotherly hope that is real 
Let there be hope shared among us 
Let there be hope. 
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The Gospel of our Lord, according to John, Chapter 1, 
commencing at verse 1 to 14.  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through 
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only 
as a witness to the light. 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
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which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The Message:  
God gives us the gift we absolutely need. 
I’d like to start by sharing a story shared by Helen Roseveare, a 
missionary who ran an orphanage in Central Africa. 

One night, a sick mother suddenly died, leaving Helen with a tiny, 
premature baby and a crying, two-year-old girl.  Now it was a 
struggle to keep this little baby alive. They had no incubator, no 
electricity, and no special feeding facilities.  Although they were 
located on the equator the nights got very cold.  The only option 
was to keep the baby warm near the fire.  The following day, Helen 
attended the prayer meeting with the orphanage children. She told 
them about the tiny baby, explaining the need for a hot water bottle 
to keep it warm. 

During the prayer time one ten-year-old girl, named Ruth, prayed 
"Please, God, send us a water bottle. It'll be no good tomorrow, 
God, the baby will be dead; so, please send it this afternoon.  ... 
and would You please send a dolly for the baby’s sister so she'll 
know You really love her?" 

Helen writes, that she questioned whether she could honestly say 
‘Amen’.  She just did not believe that God could do it.  The only way 
God could answer this particular prayer would be by sending a 
parcel from home.  After being in Africa for almost four years, she 
had never received a parcel from home.  Anyway, even if someone 
did send a parcel, who would put in a hot water bottle when they 
knew she lived on the equator? 
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Halfway through the afternoon, she discovered a large parcel left on 
the veranda! She gathered all the children and opened the box. The 
children watched as Helen lifted out brightly coloured knitted 
jumpers, bandages for the leprosy patients and some sultanas and 
nuts. But, when she put her hand in again, she gasped. Yes, a 
brand-new rubber, hot water bottle! 

Suddenly, Ruth who was in the front row rushed forward, crying 
out, "If God has sent the bottle, He must have sent the dolly, too!"  
And rummaging to the bottom of the box, she pulled out the small, 
beautifully dressed dolly. She had never doubted!  

Looking up at Helen, she asked, "Can I go over with you, and give 
this dolly to that little girl, so she'll know that Jesus really loves 
her?" 

That parcel had been on the way for five whole months, packed up 
by Helen’s former Sunday School class, whose leader had heard and 
obeyed God's prompting to send a hot water bottle, even to the 
equator.  One of the girls had put in a dolly for an African child—
five months earlier in answer to the believing prayer of a ten-year-
old to bring it "that afternoon!"1  If ever there was a gift that was 
desperately needed it was that hot water bottle and a little dolly for 
a little girl who needed to know Jesus loves her.  Because God 
knew intimately the situation, he knew exactly what was needed. 

But … unfortunately, we are not so fantastic at knowing what to 
give.  If you are anything like me … with two adult sons … 
sometimes a gift card is all I can think of.  Trying to decide what to 
give people at Christmas is always a bit of a puzzle. 

In my family we are really good and letting other family members 
know what we would really like for Christmas.  So, when we open 
the gift, we make a loud declaration, “this is exactly what I wanted, 
how did you know?” 

But sometimes someone will say, ‘Oh I don’t know what I want.’  
Or, if you’re like my younger son Branson, its ‘money is always 

 
11 The Hot Water Bottle: A True Story - Resources - Eternal Perspective Ministries 
(epm.org) 
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good, mum’.  Yes, sometimes when you just don’t know the person 
very well, or they already have everything they need, a generic gift 
– like a gift card - is great.  But, have you ever received a gift you 
just don’t know what to do with? 

Like a car polishing kit, but you don’t own a car. Or a new pair of 
shoes, but they are the wrong size. We’ve all received gifts like this.  
We open these gifts, and although we see the heart of the giver, 
we just don’t know what to do with it. 

Many people who lived during the time Jesus was born did not 
know what to do about the gift that God gave, when He sent His 
Son. And even the name ‘Jesus’ didn’t give any clues.  I mean, it 
wasn’t an unusual name. 

Many years earlier, God had chosen a man named Joshua to bring 
His people into the land He had promised them, where they would 
prosper and experience His blessings. 

The man was Joshua which is pronounced Yeshua, which means 
“Yahweh Saves.” So, because the name Joshua was a symbolic 
hope for God’s coming salvation or deliverance, lots of families were 
calling their sons Joshua or Yeshua. And the name ‘Christ’, is not 
really a name as such, it is a title.  It means God’s Chosen One.  
God had said again and again he would send a king who would 
make way for God’s people to once again experience life the way 
that God intended it to be in the promised land that Joshua led 
them into long ago. 

But for hundreds of years God’s people waited and waited. They 
read all the prophecies God had given and tried to put them 
together like arranging pieces of the puzzle. But they had put these 
prophesies together wrongly, arriving at the preconceived notion 
that God’s chosen King would be a warrior who would deliver them 
from their foreign oppressors, which at the current time was Rome. 

And, it makes sense why they would think that. After all God had 
delivered them from all the other nations in the past, so the 
expectation was that God’s Chosen One would deliver them from 
Rome. So, deliverance from their political oppressors was the gift 
they wanted and expected but it was not the gift that God chose to 
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give them.  You see, they were focused on the oppressor - Caesar 
in Rome. 

However, God was focused on the oppressor that they couldn’t see.  
God was focused on the oppressor who was behind it all - not 
Caesar – but Satan and the sin that was introduced through the first 
humans.  In fact, the Scriptures tell us sin is the pandemic that 
plagues humanity to this very day. 

That’s why God chose the name Jesus for His Son. Because He 
would save His people from their sins.  This was exactly what they 
needed. But the Jews didn’t realise that was what they needed.  
They thought all their laws and sacrifices could adequately deal with 
their sin problem.  They thought it was the awful oppressor Caesar 
that needed dealing with. 

So, when given the choice between deliverance from sin or their 
present oppression - many of them chose the latter – they chose 
deliverance from the worldly temporal circumstance over the gift of 
Jesus the Christ. 

And it’s the same today.  Yes, people want to be set free – but is it 
from their present circumstances or their sin?  Too often they would 
rather God just fix their immediate circumstances so that they can 
just go on living the way that they have grown accustomed to.  
Simply put, they want God to give them a gift card that would allow 
them to go and do whatever they want. 

But, the God of the Bible is not a God that just lets us do whatever 
we want. Furthermore, because God knows each of us personally, 
He knows the difference between what we desire and what we 
need.  He knows human heart usually doesn’t desire God nor His 
will.  Rather, we desire stuff that gives us comfort and pleasure. 

Perhaps this is why God chose not to give us what we want – not 
just a gift card.  Rather, on this Christmas Day, we remember that 
God gave us exactly what we needed – a Saviour who can deliver 
us from our sins. 

Praise the Lord! For today is the day of salvation. 
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Sermon Song: Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger 
No crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus 
Lay down His sweet head 
 
The stars in the sky 
Look down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing 
The poor Baby wakes 
But little Lord Jesus 
No crying He makes 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus 
Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side 
'Til morning is nigh 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus 
I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever 
And love me, I pray 
 
Bless all the dear children 
In Thy tender care 
And take us to Heaven 
To live with Thee there 

The Prayer of the Week 
Almighty God, you make us glad each year through the 
expectation of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: grand that, as 
we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, so we may with sure 
confidence behold him when he shall come as our judge; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

Prayers for the world and our community 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed, 
through the angels’ message of peace and joy. We pray for the 
peoples of your world and for all your creation: for those in 
places still ravaged by war and unjust governmental structures. 
Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we 
join in the angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed, for 
the good news that salvation is at hand. We pray for your church 
throughout the world: for leaders of churches in this land; for the 
clergy and people of this parish; for prophets who call for church 
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to repent. Guide your church into truth and free it from 
corruption. Comfort your people, at the time of your Son’s 
coming, as we join in the angels’ song,  
Glory to God in the highest. 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed, for 
the glorious Christmas message of reconciliation and love. We 
pray for our community: for our homes and our neighbours; for 
our schools, our hospitals and our workplaces. Comfort your 
people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join in the 
angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 
We gaze, Loving Father, at your glory that has been revealed, for 
your good news of healing and wholeness. We pray for all in 
need of your comfort and care: We pray for the parishioners on 
our prayer list for God’s healing and comfort. Comfort your 
people, at the time of your Son’s coming, as we join in the 
angels’ song, Glory to God in the highest. 
Please join me in praying, 
Fulfil now, Lord, our desires and prayers as may be best 
for us. Grant us in this life, knowledge of your truth and 
in the age to come, life eternal. 

We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us: 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen.  
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Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
The Lord of light has come, bringing to light things which were 
hidden in darkness, thus disclosing the purposes of the heart.  
Knowing God’s compassion to forgive, let us open our hearts by 
confessing our sins. 
Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret, 
forgive us; 
for the things we have failed to do, forgive us; 
for the times we have acted without love, forgive us; 
for the times we have acted without thinking, forgive us; 
for our weakness, ignorance and wilfulness, forgive us, 
and restore to us the joy and peace of your salvation. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon: Let us stand to receive God’s promise of forgiveness. 

Promise of Forgiveness 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has promised forgiveness to 
all who turn to him in faith: pardon you and set you free from all 
your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Greeting of Peace  
We are the body of Christ.     His Spirit is with us.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.   And also with you 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty 
Creator, everliving God. 
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We give you thanks and praise for our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary and lived as one of 
us. 

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the 
one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for 
his people. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever 
praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this 
bread and this wine, and we pray that by your Word and Holy 
Spirit, we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s 
body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  
and when he had given you thanks he broke it,  
and giving it to his disciples, saying:  
‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks  
he gave it to his disciples saying, ‘Drink from this, all of you.  
This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many.   
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  

Therefore we do as our Savour has commanded: proclaiming his 
offering of himself made once for all upon the cross, his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming 
again, we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, his one perfect 
and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
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Renew us by our Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,  
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom and in 
whom, by the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, 
Father, in songs of never-ending praise. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion   
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  We who are 
many are one body, For we all share in the one bread. 

Come and let us share in the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ and let us feed on him in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

Communion Song: No wind at the window   
No wind at the window,  
no knock on the door;  
no light from the lampstand, 
no foot on the floor;  
no dream born of tiredness,  
no ghost raised by fear: 
 just an angel and a woman  
and a voice in her ear. 
 
‘O Mary, O Mary,  
don’t hide from my face.  
Be glad that you’re favored  
and filled with God’s grace.  
The time for redeeming  
the world has begun;  
and you are requested  
to mother God’s son. 

‘This child must be born  
that the kingdom might come:  
salvation for many,  
destruction for some;  
both end and beginning,  
both message and sign;  
both victor and victim,  
both yours and divine.’ 
 
No payment was promised,  
no promises made;  
no wedding was dated,  
no blueprint displayed.  
Yet Mary, consenting  
to what none could guess,  
replied with conviction,  
‘Tell God, I say Yes.’
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Communion Song: Jesus Christ is Waiting  
1.Jesus Christ is waiting,  
waiting in the streets; 
no-one is his neighbour,  
all alone he eats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus,  
I am lonely too. 
Make me, friend or stranger, fit to 
wait on you. 
 
2.Jesus Christ is raging,  
raging in the streets, 
where injustice spirals  
and real hope retreats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus,  
I am angry too. 
In the Kingdom’s causes let me 
rage with you. 
 
3.Jesus Christ is healing,  
healing in the streets; 
curing those who suffer, touching 
those he greets. 

Listen, Lord Jesus,  
I have pity too. 
let my care be active, healing just 
like you. 
4.Jesus Christ is dancing, dancing 
in the streets, 
where each sign of hatred he, 
with love, defeats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I should 
triumph too. 
where good conquers evil let me 
dance with you. 
 
5.Jesus Christ is calling,  
calling in the streets, 
‘Who will join my journey?  
I will guide their feet.’ 
Listen, Lord Jesus,  
let my fears be few. 
Walk one step before me;  
I will follow you. 
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Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord 
Living God, in this holy meal you fill us with new hope. May the 
power of your love, which we have known in word and sacrament, 
continue your saving work among us, give us courage for our 
journey, and bring us to the joys you promise. 

Father,  
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory. 

Let us go from this place proclaiming that we have seen the glory of 
God, believing that there is a light that shines in the darkness, 
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which the darkness shall not overcome. And may the love of God 
the Father, the peace of Jesus the Son, and the joy of the Spirit, be 
with you this Christmas, and evermore. Amen. 
 

Closing Song: Joy to the World 
Joy to the world!  
The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven,  
and heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the earth!  
The Saviour reigns 
Let us our songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 

He rules the world  
with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
And glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love . 
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May today be a celebration of the love, joy and peace that comes 
with birth of our Saviour!  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Devotional for Christmas and New Year:  
Is it time for a Spring Clean of your heart? 

All of us recognise the need for our 
homes to undergo a thorough and 
extensive spring clean – but what 
about our hearts?  Do not our 
hearts need a spring clean as well? 

It is not until you start to sort 
through the three boxes of what 
should be thrown away, given 
away and held onto that you 
realise how important this process 
really is. 

And what better time to do this 
spring clean, but at the beginning 
of the new year! 

This devotional will continue for 
the first few weeks of 2023. 


