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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s 
ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1).  In God’s sovereignty, God has allowed 
other groups to migrate to these shores.  We acknowledge the cultures of 
our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the community that we share 
together now. 

Cantor’s Welcome 
Cantor: We would like to extend to you all our online viewers 
the warmest greetings.  Please join us in singing our opening 
song. 

The Morning has Broken Morning has broken 
like the first morning; blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning, 
praise for them, springing fresh from the word. 
 
Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
sprung from completeness where his feet pass. 
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Mine is the sunlight; mine is the morning 
born of the one light Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
God’s recreation of the new day. 
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Welcome 
Open our lips, O Lord; and we shall declare your praise.  
O God, make speed to save us.  
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory to God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen.  
Let us praise the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised. 

Sentence 
They saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and worshipped him. (Matthew 2:11) 

Prayer of Approach 
Deacon will lead us saying, 
Let us prepare our hearts for worship, 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, though Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Song of the Church 
Deacon continues saying, today in place of the Gloria, we will say 
together the Song of the Church, 
We praise you, O God:  we acclaim you as the Lord. 
All creation worships you: the Father everlasting. 
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To you all angels, all the powers of heaven: 
 the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you: 
 the noble fellowship of prophets praises you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you: 
 throughout the world, the holy Church acclaims you: 
Father, of majesty unbounded:  your true and only Son,  
 worthy of all praise, and the Holy Spirit,  
 advocate and guide. 
You, Lord Christ, are the King of glory:  
 the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you took our flesh to set us free: 
 you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb. 
You overcame the sting of death: 
 and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory:  
 We believe that you will come to be our judge. 
Come then, Lord, and help your people,  
brought with the price of your own blood: 
 and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 

Collect of the Day 
Eternal God, who by a star led Magi to the worship of your Son: 
guide the nations of the earth by your light, that the whole world 
may see your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

Ministry of the Word  
The first reading is from the book of Isaiah  
Chapter 60 beginning at verse 1-6. 
1 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD 
rises upon you. 2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick 
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darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and 
his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 
your dawn. 4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble 
and come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters 
are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and 
swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to 
you the riches of the nations will come. 6 Herds of camels will 
cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from 
Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the 
praise of the LORD. 
 
The Psalm of the day 72: 1-7, 10-14 

1 Endow the king with your justice, O God,  
the royal son with your righteousness. 
2 May he judge your people in righteousness,  
your afflicted ones with justice. 
3 May the mountains bring prosperity to the people,  
the hills the fruit of righteousness. 
4 May he defend the afflicted among the people and save 
the children of the needy; may he crush the oppressor. 
5 May he endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, 
through all generations. 
6 May he be like rain falling on a mown field, 
 like showers watering the earth. 
7 In his days may the righteous flourish and prosperity abound till 
the moon is no more. 
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of distant shores bring 
tribute to him. May the kings of Sheba and Seba present 
him gifts. 
11 May all kings bow down to him and all nations serve him. 
12 For he will deliver the needy who cry out,  
the afflicted who have no one to help. 
13 He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the 
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needy from death. 
14 He will rescue them from oppression and violence,  
for precious is their blood in his sight. 
 
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  
 as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen. 
 
The second reading comes from the book of Ephesians, 
chapter 3 verses 1 to 12  
1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake 
of you Gentiles—2 Surely you have heard about the 
administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 

that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have 
already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to 
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not 
made known to people in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This 
mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs 
together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers 
together in the promise in Christ Jesus.7 I became a servant of 
this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the 
working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all 
the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the 
Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to 
everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past 
was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was 
that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through 
faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.  
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Song: Lord Your Almighty Word  
Lord, your almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight: 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light. 
 
Saviour, who came to give 
those who in darkness live 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
now to all humankind 
let there be light. 
 

Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving holy dove, 
speed forth your flight; 
move on the water’s face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth’s darkest place  
let there be light. 
 
Holy and blessed Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 
boundless as ocean’s tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the earth far and wide, 
let there be light.  
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The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew, chapter 2 commencing at verse 1 to 12.   
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King 
Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands 
arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is the newborn king of 
the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to 
worship him.” 
3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was 
everyone in Jerusalem. 4 He called a meeting of the leading 
priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the 
Messiah supposed to be born?”5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
said, “for this is what the prophet wrote:6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem 
in the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of 
Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd 
for my people Israel.’”7 Then Herod called for a private meeting 
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with the wise men, and he learned from them the time when the 
star first appeared. 8 Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and 
search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back 
and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!” 9 After this 
interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had 
seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of 
them and stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 
they saw the star, they were filled with joy!  
11 They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.12 When it was time to leave, they 
returned to their own country by another route, for God had 
warned them in a dream not to return to Herod. 
This is the Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon:  
Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, the revelation of 
Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, Jesus is revealed to the world 
the visit of the wise men, the Magi. 

Epiphany is time when Jesus is revealed to the WHOLE world, 
not just die Jews but the Gentiles as well, he is revealed as the 
Messiah, the Son of God. Imagine if the three wise men had 
been three wise women, first of all they would have sought out 
decent directions to find Jesus, they would have taken a 
casserole, and most probably cleaned out the sables and given 
practical gifts. (Amusing) 

In the nativity scene at Christmas, we always have the three 
wise men at the Stable, beside the crib, the nativity scene is set 
up all together but actually the wise men arrived sometime later, 
it could have been days, months or possibly years before they 
found Jesus, as he is sometimes referred to as the Christ child, 
which indicates that he was not still a baby when the wise men 
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visited. I noticed in the reading it said that the star stopped over 
the place where the child was, and when the wise men entered 
the house, it doesn't mention a stable, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother. 

This does suggest that Jesus was older and not necessarily the 
babe in the manger. Herod had also ordered all baby boys 2 and 
under to be killed, this also suggests that Jesus was no longer a 
baby.  However, these details are not really important it’s the 
message that we must take notice of.  The three wise men are 
usually pictured as black white and brown, depicting all the 
peoples of the earth. 

It was only after a long search that the wise men found Jesus, 
they were astrologers from the east, scanning the sky nW1t after 
night searching for the bright sur on the horizon convincing them 
that God was announcing to the world the birth of a great leader 
and they felt drawn to investigate. 

We pick up the story where they were on the road heading 
westward, searching and following the guidance of the sur. Their 
enquiries in Jerusalem to the whereabouts of the infant king, 
caused quite a stir. 

It proved unsettling to the religious establishment and worrying 
to king Herod who summoned them into his presence under the 
pretence of wanting to pay homage to Jesus himself. 

Everybody thought that Jesus was destined to be a king in the 
sense that he would take over the country, banish all the current 
kings and rulers and destroy the roman establishment, they 
didn't understand that Jesus came as the saviour of the world, 
Jesus was a different kind of King. He came to patch up the 
relationship between God and his people, he came to encourage 
people, to encourage us to turn to God, to turn away from our 
sins and turn back to God. The last thing that the Magi expected 
was the poverty of the infant king of Bethlehem, there was no 
palace with armed guards, no signs of royal splendour and yet 
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they were sure of what they were looking for and were able to 
recognize the infant King when they found him, they were filled 
with joy, they discovered God in the ordinary, the everyday hum 
drum of life. 

Jesus’ birth was a pretty simple affair, we all know the story, he 
was born in a stable instead of a kingly palace and was therefore 
accessible to all people, shepherds, wise men, everyone. 

These very simple beginnings enabled all people to welcome 
Jesus. He was also born outside the city precincts, as there was 
no room for his family in the inn. This theme continues 
throughout Jesus’ life, He was often an outsider with his radical 
views and teachings on love, forgiveness etc. 

Imagine loving all people, some people are very difficult to love 
and also forgiveness, we are taught to forgive everyone, really 
tough instruction!! 

So where do you find God, where is he most accessible for you? 
I find him always in creation, a rose...my cat, symmetrical 
markings ... I see Jesus in people that I meet, I see the face of 
God, his image reflected through them. I guess it’s about being 
aware, on the lookout for his presence and it is everywhere. 
Rock, warm, like holding Jesus hand, tell story  

We are very much like the Wise Men, their journey reflects the 
spiritual pilgrimage of many people, we are forever looking for 
purpose and meaning in life, the challenge facing us is to find 
and follow our guiding star, Jesus Christ. Jesus grew up and lived 
his life divine yet human, he understands our human frailties, he 
loves us unconditionally, all we have to do is welcome him into 
our hearts and allow him to do the rest. 

The wise men encourage us to follow our quest, to find Jesus in 
the everyday hum drum of life and to follow him, with all that it 
may entails to follow him in trust. in love and in obedience. 
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Hymn: Christ Be Our Light 
Longing for light,  
we wait in darkness.  
Longing for truth,  
we turn to You.  
Make us Your own,  
Your holy people,  
light of the world to see.  
 
Christ, be our Light  
Shine in our hearts,  
shine through the darkness;  
Christ be our light,  
Shine in Your Church  
gathered today.  
 
Longing for peace,  
our world is troubled  
Longing for hope,  
many despair.  
Your word alone,  
has power to save us  
Make us Your living voice.  
               Christ, be our light... 
 
 
 

Longing for food,  
many are hungry.  
Longing for water,  
many still thirst.  
Make us Your bread,  
broken for others,  
shared until all are fed.  
              Christ, be our light. 
 
Longing for shelter,  
many are homeless.  
Longing for warmth,  
many are cold.  
Make us Your building, 
sheltering others,  
walls made of living stone.  
                Christ, be our light. 
 
Many the gifts,  
many the people,  
Many the hearts  
that yearn to belong.  
Let us be servants  
to one another,  
making Your kingdom come.  

        Christ, be our light. 
©Mission Praise CCL Licence no: 89934 

The Prayer of the Week 
O God, by the leading of a Star you manifested your only-
begotten Son to the Gentiles: mercifully grant, that we, who 
know you now by faith, may after this life be led to the vision of 
your glorious Godhead; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Prayers for the World and Our Community  
Almighty God, our heavenly father, you have taught us to pray 
and to give thanks for all people: Receive our prayers for the 
universal Church, that it may know the power of your Spirit, and 
that all your children may agree in the truth of your holy word 
and live in unity and godly love.  
We pray for your servant Peter our bishop, and assistant Bishops 
Charlie and Sonia, and for all other ministers of your word and 
sacraments, that by their life and teaching your glory may be 
revealed and all nation drawn to you. Guide and prosper, we 
pray those who strive for the spread of your gospel, and 
enlighten with your Spirit all places of work, learning and healing. 
We pray for those who have authority and responsibility among 
the nations, that, ruling with wisdom and justice, they may 
promote peace and well-being in the world. To this congregation 
and to all your people in their different calling give your heavenly 
grace, that we may hear your holy word with reverent and 
obedient hearts, and serve you truly all the days of our life.  
In your compassion, Father, comfort and heal those who are in 
trouble, sorrow, need or sickness.  
We praise and thank you for all your saints; (for whom we 
remember at this time), and for the heroes of the faith in every 
generation; and we give thanks for the faithful lives of those who 
have died, praying that we may enter with them into fullness of 
your unending joy. Grant this, holy Father, for Jesus Christ’s 
sake. 
Let us pray together, 
Thank you, Father, for your promise to not only hear our 
prayers, but to grant that what we have asked through 
faith we receive in the name of your Son Jesus. Amen. 
We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.   
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Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
Deacon will lead our preparations saying, 
We are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when he appears we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

Confession and promise of forgiveness 
In the presence of the One who walks amongst the seven 
lampstands in the temple of God, Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
let us bring our darkness to his radiant light, confessing our sins 
in repentance and faith, 
Heavenly Father,  
you have loved us with an everlasting love, 
but we have broken your holy laws  
and have left undone what we ought to have done. 
We are sorry for our sins and turn away from them.  
For the sake of your Son, you died for us, forgive us, 
 cleanse us and change us. 
By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live for you; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The Minister will declare the promise of forgiveness: 
You, who once were far away, have been brought near through 
the blood of Christ: he himself is your peace.  Therefore, in 
Christ your sins are forgiven, and you are set free to live as 
examples of God’s generous grace and kindness.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace  
Our Lord Jesus Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness; by 
his wounds we have been healed.  We have been washed. We 
have been sanctified.  Let us therefore share in the peace we 
have received. 
We are the body of Christ.  His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
The Lord be with you  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
 mighty Creator, ever-living God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

For he is the true High Priest, who walks amongst the 
lampstands in the temple of God with the seven stars in his right 
hand.  He is the one who made us a royal priesthood to serve 
you, our God and Father. 

You anointed him as Messiah, the light of the nations, 
 and revealed him as the hope of all who thirst for righteousness  
 and peace. 

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the 
one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for 
his people. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, 
 and with all the company of heaven, 
 we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
 for ever praising you and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

And now, gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread 
and wine, and pray that we who receive them, in the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, according to our Saviour’s word, in 
remembrance of his suffering and death, may share his body and 
blood. 

On the night before he died, Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given you thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’  

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion 
We who are many are one body in Christ. 
 For we all share in the one bread. 

After supper, he took the cup, 
 and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new 
covenant which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ 

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith, 
We eat this bread and drink this cup  
 to proclaim the death of the Lord. 
 
We do this until he returns.  Come, Lord Jesus! 
Father as we recall his saving death and glorious resurrection, 
 may we who share these gifts be renewed by your Holy Spirit 
 and united in the body of your Son.  

Bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom, there to feast at your table and join in your eternal 
praise: 
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Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive praise and 
honour and glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. 

Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in your hearts with 
thanksgiving. 

Communion Song: Once in Royal David’s City 
Once in royal David’s city  
stood a lowly cattle shed  
where a mother laid her baby  
in a manger for his bed:  
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little child.  
 
He came down to earth from heaven  
who is God and Lord of all,  
and his shelter was a stable,  
and he’s cradle was a stall;  
with the poor, despised and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour Holy.  
 
And through all his wondrous childhood,  
day by day like us he grew;  
he was little, weak and helpless,  
tears and smiles like us he knew;  
and he feels for our sadness,  
and he shares in all our gladness.  
 
And our eyes at last shall see him,  
through his own redeeming love,  
for that child so dear and gentle  
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on  
to the place where he is gone  
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Not in that poor lowly stable,  
with the oxen standing by,  
we shall see him: but in heaven,  
sets at God’s right hand on high,  
when his children gather around  
bright like stars, with glory crowned. 
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How deep The Fathers Loves for Us 
How deep the Father's love for us, 
how vast beyond all measure, 
that He should give His only Son 
to make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss - 
the Father turns His face away, 
as wounds which mar the chosen one 
bring many sons to glory. 
 
Behold the man upon a cross, 
my sin upon His shoulders; 
ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held Him there 
until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life - 
I know that it is finished. 

 
I will not boast in anything, 
no gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
but I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer, 
but this I know with all my heart, 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
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Announcements:  
Please refer to the church newsletter for notices. 

Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord 
Almighty and eternal God, may we who have received this 
sacrament of your Son’s body and blood worship you in all we 
do, proclaim your Word to our community, as living members 
of Christ’s body. 

Father,  
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your 
Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. 

The Benediction and Blessing 
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 
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Joy to the World the Lord has Come  
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
let earth receive its king; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven, and heaven and nature sing! 
 
Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns! 
let us our songs employ; 
while fields and streams, rocks, hills and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
 and wonders of His love, 
 and wonders of His love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,  
in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 


