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4th December 2022 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s ownership of all things 
(Psalm 24:1).  We recognise that God gave stewardship of these lands upon which we meet to the First 
Nations Peoples of this country (Acts 17:26). In God’s sovereignty, God has allowed other groups to 
migrate to these shores.  We acknowledge the cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for 
the community that we share together now.  We pay our respects to the traditional custodians of this land 
and their elders, both past and present, and those who are rising up to become leaders. 

Cantor: Thank you for joining our Service today. We continue our Advent journey, as we wait in 
expectation for the celebration of the birth of our Saviour King.  We also welcome the Carter 
family who have brought their daughter Isla Mae to be baptised. I invite you to stand to sing our 
opening hymn. 

Opening Song: The Advent of our God 

The advent of our God  
with eager prayers we greet,  
and singing hasten on his road  
his coming reign to meet. 
 
The everlasting Son 
was born to make us free; 
and he a servant's form put on 
to gain our liberty. 
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Let Zion now arise 
to greet her infant king, 
and gladly take with thankful heart 
the peace he comes to bring. 
 
Praise to the incarnate  
Son who comes to set us free,  
with Father, Spirit, ever one  
to all eternity. 
 

Welcome and lighting of the Advent Candle 
The Lord be with you and also with you. 
Today we light the second candle of Advent, which is the candle of Peace. 
Jesus, light of the world  we hope for change in our lives. 
We watch and work together in hope  we wait for the coming of our Saviour. 

Sentence of the Day 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe in the good 
news. (Mark 1:15) 

Prayer of Approach 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
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secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect of the Day 
God of our salvation, you straighten the winding ways of our hearts and smooth the paths made 
rough by sin: Keep our hearts watchful in holiness, and bring to perfection the good you have 
begun in us. We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose Day draws near, your Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 

Ministry of the Word  
The first reading is from the book of Isaiah Chapter 11 verse 1 to 4. 
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  2 The Spirit 
of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,  the Spirit of counsel and 
of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—3 and he will delight in the fear of the 
LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 

but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of 
the earth. 
Hear the word of the Lord  thanks be to God 
 
The Psalm of the day is number 72, verses 18 to 19 
18 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvellous deeds. 
19 Praise be to his glorious name forever; 
 may the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen. 
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen 
 
The second reading is from Romans, Chapter 15 commencing at verse 4. 
4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 5 

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward 
each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in 
order to bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on 
behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, 
moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Hear the Word of the Lord    Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Song:   Hark! A Herald Voice is Calling 
1. Hark! a herald voice is calling:  
'Christ is near,' it seems to say,  
‘cast away the dreams of darkness,  
waken, children of the day!' 
 
2. Wakened by the solemn warning  
let the earth-bound soul arise;  
Christ, her sun, all sloth dispelling  
shines upon the morning skies. 

3. Lo, the Lamb so long expected  
comes with pardon now from heav'n;  
let us meet him with repentance,  
pray that we may be forgiv'n. 
 
4. So when love comes forth in judgment,  
debts and doubts and wrongs to clear,  
faithful may he find his servants  
watching till the dawn appear. 
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The Gospel of our Lord 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew Chapter 3 verse 1 to 6.  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the 
prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.’”  
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole 
region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
This is the Gospel of our Lord.   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

A Christmas Story talk by Elizabeth Lazzarone 
The Short Reflection: God turns the mundane into the miraculous 
Preparation for the Baptism of Isla Mae Carter 
The minister opens with an explanation and description of the symbol of baptism in the 
community of God. 

Today we welcome Kristin and Adam and their newest daughter Isla Mae, with Isla’s sponsors and 
other important family members. 

Presentation of Isla Mae and Declaration of Decision 
After presenting the child, the parents and sponsors will declare their decision to live as disciples 
of Christ.  After addressing the parents and sponsors the minister says to the congregation. 

You have heard these our brothers and sisters respond to Christ. 

Will you support them in this calling?     We will. 

The minister then prays for the family and Isla Mae. 

The Baptism 
The minister comes to the place, where the water for baptism is, and begins the thanksgiving.  
Parents, sponsors and the congregation are invited to respond. 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks that at the beginning of creation your Holy Spirit moved upon the waters to 
bring forth light and life. With water you cleanse and replenish the earth; you nourish and sustain 
all living things. Thanks be to God. 

We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your people out of slavery 
into freedom and brought them through the river Jordan to new life in the land of promise.   
Thanks be to God. 

We give you thanks for your Son Jesus Christ: for his baptism by John, for his anointing with the 
Holy Spirit.   Thanks be to God. 

We give you thanks that through the deep waters of death Jesus delivered us from our sins and 
was raised to new life in triumph.  Thanks be to God. 
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We give you thanks for the grace of the Holy Spirit who forms us in the likeness of Christ and 
leads us to proclaim your kingdom.   Thanks be to God. 

The minister continues in prayer and then addresses the sponsors. 

I ask you now to affirm as yours the faith of the Church.  The congregation may like to join them 
in this affirmation. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Do you believe in God the Son? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins. 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith:  We believe in one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

The child is brought to the water and baptised in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  After the baptism, the congregation responds. 

Confess Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection,  
look for his coming in glory. 
 

God has brought you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 

 
God has called you in to his Church. 

We therefore receive and welcome you, 
as a member with us of the body of Christ, 
as a child of one heavenly Father, 
and as an inheritor of the kingdom of God. 

Greeting of Peace  
In baptism, God has made us one in Christ. His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

Christmas Bowl Prayer for the Week 
John the Baptist proclaimed with Isaiah: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ 
Jesus, Dayspring of God, shine your morning light into places of injustice and entrenched conflict 
around the world. We pray especially for the people in countries who have become a warzone as 
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they work towards a more peaceful future. Give strength and hope to all who suffer, to all who 
work for change and to all who work for a new dawn of peace in the world. Amen 

We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

The Confession and Promise of Forgiveness 
Deacon: Let us open our hearts and prepare for his coming, confessing our sins in repentence and 
faith. 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought word and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do: 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
We repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  Father, forgive us.   
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Deacon: Let us stand to receive God’s promise of forgiveness. 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere mighty Creator,  
everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
 who was looked for by the prophets, heralded by John the Baptist, 
 announced by an angel, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 and revealed at last to men and women of every race.  

By his death on the cross and rising to new life,  
 he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
 and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  
 we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever praising you and saying, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, 
 this bread and this wine and grape juice, 
 and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
 we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks, 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
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   ‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks, 
 he gave it to his disciples, saying,  

   ‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant,  
   shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
   Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

Christ has died.         Christ is risen.          Christ will come again.  

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross, 
 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again, 
 we celebrate with this bread and this cup, 
 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,  
 and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, 
 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
 we worship you Father, in songs of never-ending praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion   
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  We who are many are one body,  For we all 
share in the one bread. 

Come and let us take this holy sacrament of the body of Christ in remembrance that he died for us 
and feed on him in our hearts by faith and thanksgiving. 

Communion Song: No wind at the window   
No wind at the window,  
no knock on the door;  
no light from the lampstand, 
no foot on the floor;  
no dream born of tiredness,  
no ghost raised by fear: 
 just an angel and a woman  
and a voice in her ear. 
 
‘O Mary, O Mary,  
don’t hide from my face.  
Be glad that you’re favored  
and filled with God’s grace.  
 
The time for redeeming  
the world has begun;  
and you are requested  
to mother God’s son. 

 
‘This child must be born  
that the kingdom might come:  
salvation for many,  
destruction for some;  
both end and beginning,  
both message and sign;  
both victor and victim,  
both yours and divine.’ 
 
No payment was promised,  
no promises made;  
no wedding was dated,  
no blueprint displayed.  
Yet Mary, consenting  
to what none could guess,  
replied with conviction,  
‘Tell God, I say Yes.’
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Communion Song: From heaven you come
From heaven You came, helpless babe,  
entered our world, Your glory veiled,  
not to be served but to serve, 
and give Your life that we might live. 
 
This is our God, the Servant King, 
he calls us now to follow Him, 
to bring our lives as a daily offering 
of worship to the Servant King. 
 
There in the garden of tears  
my heavy load He chose to bear; 
his heart with sorrow was torn,  
‘Yet not my will but yours, ‘He said. 

Come see His hands and His feet,  
the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
hands that flung stars into space  
to cruel nails surrendered. 
 
So let us learn how to serve  
and in our lives enthrone Him, 
each other’s needs to prefer,  
for it is Christ we’re serving. 
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Announcements: Please refer to the Church newsletter. 

Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord 
God of heaven, dwelling among us, we thank you for feeding us with this holy food. By your grace 
keep us ever faithful to your Word made flesh that as his body in the world, we may bring your 
presence to all people. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

The Benediction and Blessing  
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and 
remain with you always. Amen.  

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Make way make way 
Make way, make way for Christ the King 
in splendour arrives, 
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him 
into your lives. 
 
Make way, (make way),  
Make way, (make way), 
for the King of kings, (for the King of kings). 
Make way, (make way), 
Make way, (make way), and let His kingdom in. 
 
He comes the broken hearts to heal 
the prisoners to free, 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
the blind shall see. 

And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
who weep and sigh; 
With laughter, joy and royal crown 
He'll beautify. 
 Chorus 
 
We call you now to worship Him 
as Lord of all; 
To have no gods before Him 
their thrones must fall! 
 Chorus 
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