27th November 2022

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1). We
recognise that God gave stewardship of these lands upon which we meet to the First Nations Peoples of this country
(Acts 17:26). In God’s sovereignty, God has allowed other groups to migrate to these shores. We acknowledge the
cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the community that we share together now. We pay our
respects to the traditional custodians of this land and their elders, both past and present, and those who are rising up
to become leaders.

Cantor: Thank you for joining our Service today. Today we enter the season of Advent, as we
journey towards the birth of our Saviour King. We welcome those watching via livestream. I invite
you to stand to sing our opening hymn.

Opening Song: How lovely on the mountains
How lovely on the mountains
are the feet of Him
Who brings good news, good news,
Proclaiming peace,
announcing news of happiness,
Our God reigns, our God reigns!
Our God reigns, our God reigns!
Our God reigns, our God reigns!

Ends of the earth,
see the salvation of your God,
Jesus is Lord, is Lord.
Before the nations
He has bared his holy arm:
Your God reigns, your God reigns!
Your God reigns, your God reigns!
Your God reigns, your God reigns!
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Welcome and lighting of the Advent Candle
The Lord be with you

and also with you.

We light the first candle of Advent, which is the candle of hope.
Jesus, light of the world

we hope for change in our lives.

We watch and work together in hope

we wait for the coming of our Saviour.

Sentence of the Day
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. (Isaiah 2.3a)

Prayer of Approach
Deacon: Let us prepare our hearts for worship,
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
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secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Deacon: Let us join the angels in singing the Gloria.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Faithful God, whose promises stand unshaken through all generations: renew us in hope, that we
may be awake and alert watching for the glorious return of Jesus Christ, our Judge and Saviour,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Ministry of the Word
The first reading is from the book of Isaiah chapter 2 verses 1-5
1This

is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2 In the last days the
mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be
exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and say, “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his
ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up
sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 5 Come, descendants of Jacob, let us
walk in the light of the LORD.
Hear the word of the Lord
thanks be to God

The Psalm of the day is number 122 verses 1, 6-9

I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May those who love you be secure.
7 May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.”
8 For the sake of my family and friends, I will say,
“Peace be within you.”
9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your prosperity.
1

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen
The second reading is from the book of Romans, chapter 13 verses 9-14.
9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not
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steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this
one command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbour.
Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law. 11 And do this, understanding the present time: The
hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer
now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put
aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the
daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in
dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think
about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.
Hear the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Song: Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me;
break me, melt me, mould me, fill me;
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Sing Twice
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Hearing the Gospel
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 24 verse 36-44.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
36 “But

about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38
For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would
happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the
Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women
will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 42 “Therefore keep watch,
because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch
and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son
of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

The Message: Christmas Kisses from a King
Hymn: God of Grace & God of Glory
1 God of grace and God of glory,
on Thy people pour Thy power;
crown Thine ancient Church’s story,
bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour
For the facing of this hour.

2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us
scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways.
Fears and doubts too long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
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Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days
for the living of these days.
3 Cure Thy children’s warring madness;
bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,
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4 Set our feet on lofty places;
gird our lives that may be
armoured with all Christ-like graces
in the fight to set men free.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
serving you whom we adore
serving you whom we adore.

5 Save us from weak resignation,
To the evils we deplore.
Let the search for Thy salvation,
Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Serving Thee whom we adore,
Serving Thee whom we adore.
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The Prayer of the Week
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came among us in great
humility, that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who live and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Christmas Bowl
Father, let your hope arise in our hearts! Lift our eyes up to see that you alone are where our
hope comes from. Help us to shake off the anxiety, discouragements, and distractions that have
filled this year. May we pause to remember that we have hope in you.
You know the end of our stories, and we give thanks because you have promised that it will be a
victorious ending. Give us the grace we need to wrap up this year joyfully. We invite your Spirit
into this beautiful Advent season. Renew our sense of holy anticipation! Let us be those who are
waiting eagerly for Jesus to come again.
More than anything, we ask that you be glorified in this season of expectation. Amen.

Prayers for the world and our community
God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love which we share.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world, be the peace which we share.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world, be the joy which we share.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon, be the centre, the focus of our lives
always, and particularly this Advent time.
God of hope, be with us in our Advent journey, be with us in our meeting
and in our travelling together, be with us in our worship
and our praying together, be with us in our hearts and minds
And particularly as we travel our Advent journey
This Advent-time we remember Mary and Joseph,
giving thanks for their faithfulness, courage and obedience.
be with us as we step out into the unknown.
As we, like them, rely on the strength of your Spirit,
be with us as we watch the fulfilment of your plan.
We pray that their example be the pattern of our lives,
that when your gentle whisper breaks through the clamour of this world
We might be ready to listen be the peace and hope in whom we trust.
We bring before you those dear to us whom we now recall:
[Insert the names on our prayer list].
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May we, like them, place our trust in you, receive your healing word and follow in your way.

Let us close by praying,

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
Deacon: God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life.
Let us pray,
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh
of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Confession and Promise of Forgiveness
The Lord comes, bringing to light things now hidden in darkness, and disclosing the purposes of
the heart. Let us open our hearts and prepare for his coming, confessing our sins in penitence
and faith.
Merciful God, our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you in thought word and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
We repent, and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Deacon: Let us stand to receive God’s promise of forgiveness.

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Greeting of Peace
We have been forgiven! We have been set free! Therefore, we have peace with God with which
to share with others.
Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share in his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
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Gifts and offerings
Blessed are you, Lord and Father, who gives good gifts to his children.
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom. Blessed be God for ever.

Thanksgiving and Communion
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere mighty Creator,
everliving God.
We give you thanks and praise of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who was looked for by the prophets, heralded by John the Baptist,
announced by an angel, born of the Virgin Mary,
and revealed at last to men and women of every race.
By his death on the cross and rising to new life,
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained
an eternal deliverance for his people.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever praising you and saying,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation,
this bread and this wine and grape juice,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,
we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks,
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant,
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you Father, in songs of never-ending praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, For we all share in the one bread.
Come and let us take this holy sacrament of the body of Christ in remembrance that he died for us
and feed on him in our hearts by faith and thanksgiving.

Communion Song: In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
this cornerstone, this solid ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all,
here in the love of Christ I stand.

There in the ground his body lay,
light of the world by darkness slain,
then, bursting forth in glorious day,
up from the grave He rose again!
And as he stands in victory
sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
for I am His and He is mine
bought with the precious blood of Christ.

In Christ alone - who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless Babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones he came to save
till on that cross as Jesus died,
the love of God intensified,
for every sin on Him was laid;
here in the death of Christ I live.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the power of Christ in me;
from life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man
can ever pluck me from His hand;
till He returns or calls me home,
here in the power of Christ I'll stand!
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Communion Song: Be Thou my Vision
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that Thou artThou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

Be thou my wisdom, Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee, Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

High King of heaven, after victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys,
O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O ruler of all.

Be thou my battle-shield, sword for the fight,
be Thou my dignity, Thou my delight.
Thou my soul’s shelter, Thou my high tower:
raise Thou me heavenward,
O Power of my power.
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Announcements: Please refer to the Church newsletter.
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Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord
God of heaven, dwelling among us, we thank you for feeding us with this holy food. By your grace
keep us ever faithful to your Word made flesh that as his body in the world, we may bring your
presence to all people.
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.

The Benediction and blessing
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and
remain with you always. Amen.
Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen.

Closing Hymn: Majesty
Majesty, worship His majesty;
unto Jesus be glory, honour and praise.
Majesty, kingdom, authority,
flows from His throne unto his own,
His anthem raise.

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus,
magnify, come glorify, Christ Jesus the King.
Majesty, worship His majesty~
Jesus who died, now glorified,
King of all kings.
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