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2 Timothy 
Paul’s second letter 

to his son in the faith 
urging him to hold 
fast to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 



 
 
 

2 Timothy 
Read: 2 Timothy 1 
If you’ve ever tried to start a campfire and keep it 

going all night, you know it has to be done just right.  
You’ll need the proper materials and some skill. A great 
campfire starts with some wood shavings at the 
bottom. Then add some kindling and dry wood piled up 
just right — you have to allow for proper airflow to get 
the flame going well. And of course, your power source, 
something to light that baby up. 

Discovering our God-given gifts and abilities takes the 
same careful attention as starting and maintaining a 
campfire. Our gifts from God are ignited when we 
believe and use them for His purposes. Because God 
wants us to “fan [our gifts] into flame,” He gives us 
exactly what we need to identify and develop them: a 
spirit of boldness, power, love and self-discipline (2 
Timothy 1:6-7). 

When we love the way Jesus loves, our passion 
reveals our gifts. Once identified, self-discipline with 
maintenance and regular use will develop our gift into 
the perfect instrument of God’s will. And when we let 
God work through us for His purposes, He gives us the 
power to use our gifts in supernatural ways.  The fire 
God ignites when we know and use our gifts cannot be 
contained like a campfire. God also gives us the 
boldness to use our gifts to serve everyone we meet, to 
fan our flame into a roaring bonfire whose light would 
pierce the darkness for miles (Matthew 5:14-16). 



 
 2 Timothy 

 
Reflection: 

 Do you need help identifying your spiritual gift?  
What are you passionate about?  What are you good 
at? 

 Is your next step to start serving in the church?  
What’s holding you back? 

 What would you do for God if you knew you couldn’t 
fail? How can you take a step this week toward 
pursuing that dream?  



 
 
 

2 Timothy 
Read:  2 Timothy 2 
The apostle Paul, a church planter and pastor, 

suffered harshly because he refused to stop talking 
about how Jesus changed his life. In Paul’s letter to 
Timothy, he talks about the troubles he faced as well as 
the joy he experienced serving others and helping them 
follow Jesus. Because of Paul’s faith, he knew that 
regardless of what he experienced, God had prepared 
him to push forward in spreading the good news of 
Jesus Christ. 

Like Paul, each of us has been given a special gift to 
be used to bring others into a relationship with Jesus. 
Often these conversations are uncomfortable, but God 
has prepared us with a gift and connected us with the 
perfect person to share it with.  2 Timothy 2:21 says, 
“Those who cleanse themselves … will be instruments 
for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master 
and prepared to do any good work.”  Not everyone we 
talk to will be ready to ask Jesus into their life. That’s 
OK! Maybe our role was simply to help that person get 
one step closer to a relationship with Jesus. We may 
never know how significant we were in someone’s 
salvation, and it really doesn’t matter. We have been 
called by Jesus Christ to spread the gospel, and we 
must be obedient (Matthew 28:19-20).   

 



 
 2 Timothy 

 
As we grow in faith, we will become better prepared 

to handle tough salvation conversations. We will be 
willing to take more risks and put ourselves out there. 
Similar to Paul, we must press forward enduring any 
discomfort for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

Reflection: 
 How can you use your story to spread the Gospel? 

Not sure where to start? Practice sharing your 
story here. 

 Is there someone you’ve been avoiding talking to 
about salvation?  

  



 
 
 

2 Timothy 
Read: 2 Timothy 3 
Everyone is born with a desire to understand the 

world around us — where we came from, how we fit in 
and what we’re here for. Each day, we’re bombarded 
with ads, articles and products promising to satisfy our 
desire to know more, have more and be more. But 
eternal life is what our hearts are really seeking, and 
only a relationship with Jesus can provide that (John 
17:3).  We’re not saved because of what we do; we’re 
saved by Who we know. 

There are three types of people in the world: people 
who have asked Jesus into their lives, people who have 
not (and don’t care to), and people who call themselves 
Christians without having submitted their lives to Jesus. 
It is possible to associate with a particular religion and 
call yourself a Christian when nothing is further from 
the truth. In 2 Timothy 3:5, the apostle Paul describes 
this as “having a form of godliness but denying its 
power.”  Just like Paul and Timothy, we will come 
across fake Christians and preachers teaching a 
message other than Jesus’. So how are we to know the 
difference? We can always determine the truth by 
comparing what someone says to be true against the 
Truth, the Bible. If what we think or hear does not line 
up with God’s Word, we are the ones who must change 
our minds. 



 
 2 Timothy 

 
Reflection: 

 Following Jesus means aligning our desires with His. 
What is one way you’ve seen your actions or opinions 
shift as you’ve started reading the Bible and doing 
what it says? 

 Paul warned Timothy not to associate with those who 
pretend to follow Jesus for their own gain. Is there 
anyone in your life that you need to distance yourself 
from? 

  



 
 
 

2 Timothy 
Read: 2 Timothy 4 
Think back to when you were in school. Before you had a 

test, you would study the subject matter to prepare yourself 
to answer the questions. You might have even stayed up all 
night reviewing the material to make sure you were ready 
for the test. You would feel pretty confident that you could 
answer whatever question came at you. 

In his final advice to his pupil, the apostle Paul said, “I 
give you this charge: preach the word; be prepared in 
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—
with great patience and careful instruction” (2 Timothy 4:1-
2). In other words, if you fail to prepare, you prepare to fail. 
Paul wanted to make sure that Timothy prepared himself. 
He knew following Jesus was hard, and he wanted to make 
sure Timothy was ready for whatever came at him. 

Like Timothy, we are going to face challenges as we 
follow Jesus. So what can we do to prepare ourselves? First, 
we have to study the subject matter. We can’t be ready if 
we don’t read God’s Word. Second, we need to pray. 
Praying and reading the Bible are how we learn from our 
teacher, Jesus. Lastly, we prepare ourselves by consistently 
attending church. Without the church, we won’t know the 
material we need to be prepared for whatever may come 
our way. 

Reflection: 
 Are you ready for whatever may come your way? 
 What next step do you have to take to prepare yourself? 

 


