Main Verses:
You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour
when you do not expect him.” (Luke 12:40)
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what
we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for. By faith
we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what was visible.” (Hebrews 11:1-3)
Main Point:
Jesus instructed his followers that he was coming back, and when he did, it would be
as unexpected as when a thief breaks into a home. Knowing how sudden his return
will be, he urged his followers to live in a state of perpetual readiness. But, how is
that even possible and what does ‘living in readiness’ actually look like?
By reading Jesus’ words in conjunction with his other instructions AND the teaching
offered by the writer of the letter to the Hebrews, we can see that those who follow
Jesus are called to live by faith, fuelled by hope and motivated by love. Today’s
message focusses on what the life of faith looks like and how this faith, hope and
love inspires us to live in perpetual state of readiness of Christ’s return.
Intro | Ever arrived home to find your home has been broken into?
It is not only unsettling, you feel as though your entire life, all your precious possessions, and
most treasured keepsakes, have been violated.
Then you begin to question yourself:
How did I let this happen? Did I leave the door unlocked? Was the security system not turned
on? Did I properly hide my valuables?
When our safe zone has been broken in to, we almost certainly become a whole lot more
determined to ensure every precaution is taken to ensure the break in doesn’t occur again!
– and we very intentionally start living in a perpetual state of readiness.
It is this heightened state of alertness that Jesus’ urges his disciples have.
Now, the theme of living in readiness or keeping watch for Jesus’ return occurs regularly in the
church calendar. Now, shortly after Pentecost, and again as we approach the season of Advent.
This arrangement is designed to represent our constant call to remain alert and expectant of
Jesus’ return (1 Thessalonians 5:2, Matthew 24:43, Revelation 16:15).

We are told he wants to ‘find us ready’ (v38).
‘Being ready’ means we are prepared to sell or give away our possessions, because we know
there is treasure laid up for us in heaven.
‘Being ready’ means we always wear our spiritual clothing (v35), our robes of righteousness and
armour of light.
‘Being ready’ means we train our ears to be alert to the knock on the door, at any time (v36).
But as I played Jesus’ picture in my mind, I could not help recalling the two recent occasions
where an unexpected thief did indeed break in, I found myself asking:
‘How is it even possible to live in a perpetual state of watchfulness? I mean everyone needs to
sleep, go the shops, and leave one’s home unattended from time to time!’
I mean, ‘what does it really mean to live in watchful readiness of Jesus’ return?’
Point 1 | Our readiness for Jesus’ return is characterised by a life of confident faith,
fuelled by hope and motivated by love.
Well, another comment Jesus made, gives us a further clue of his desire of what he would like to
find on earth when he returns.
Do you remember last week we studied Jesus’ parable of the friend who called at midnight asking
for some food for his unexpected visitor? Jesus used the parable to teach us that we were to be
prevailing in prayer, never giving up, unrelenting in our faith-filled expectation of God’s answer,
no matter how long the answer takes to come.
Well later on Jesus told another parable which had a similar message, that of the persistent
widow. An elderly lady who would not relent in petitioning an ungodly and unjust judge for
justice. Even though the judge didn’t care a lick about justice nor anyone other than himself, in
fact, he granted her request, because of her persistence. (Luke 18:2-5)
Jesus summarised his teaching, by saying God would undoubtedly bring justice to his chosen ones
(Luke 18:7).
Then, it is almost as though Jesus pondered aloud,

“However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8)
It is almost as though Jesus saw into the future, to our world today, and questioned whether the
faith of his followers would last. (Matthew 24:12)
It is a moving question. But one that cannot help inspire us to be the kind of people to whom
Jesus would look forward returning.
Afterall, don’t we want to be a community that has a reputation of being ‘believers’, where people
say, ‘they are people of faith’.
But what do people of faith look like? AND how does living in faith relate to being continually
watchful for Jesus’ return?
Point 2 | The life of faith finds its confidence in what it hopes for and its motivation in
the love God has poured out into the hearts of his people.
This desire to be a people of faith, drives us to the letter to the Hebrews.
Here we find a group of believers, from whom there is a tremendous amount we can learn.
Although they were young Christians, and still had much to learn (Hebrews 5:11), there was one
characteristic of their lives that shone brightly.

“you suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property,
because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.” (Hebrews 10:34)
These believers were so radically free from the love of this world, that they willingly and cheerfully
gave up their possessions, for they knew the eternal treasure stored up for them in the unseen
realm.

So, when chapter 11 opens, and we see how faith is defined, we see it is a faith that is integrally
connected with hope, and powerfully motivated by God’s love.

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”
(Hebrews 11:1-2)

If we break this verse down we see that faith has two qualities:
Firstly, it's being sure of God's faithfulness to keep His promises, that He is worth putting our hope
in.
Secondly, it's being sure that our invisible God not only exists, but His loving hand is guiding
creation toward His desired end, as a reward for those who trust in Him.
Then in verse 3 we see this kind of faith played out in the lives of the Old Testament saints, "For
by it [by this kind of faith] the ancients were commended by God [or they pleased God by
exercising this kind of faith]."
So, putting it all together, we see the kind of faith that pleases God is powered by hope, and the
confidence that "you have better and lasting possessions."
Then he goes on to show how this hope gave power for all kinds of radical obedience, shown
through the lives of God’s Hall of Famous Faith Heroes.
We see this faith in the life of Abel, through his offering a better sacrifice and we see faith in the
life of Enoch, because he was known as one who pleased God. (Hebrews 11:5).
They both pleased God by showing the kind of faith, which is fuelled by hope, and motivated by
love.
This brings us to a climax in which he states,

“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
So, God is pleased by us when two things about him are reflected in our relationship with him.
One that we believe He is real; and the other: that we believe He’s nature is to reward us.
Why is it important to not just believe in the existence of God – after all the devil believes that
God exists – but also, that God’s eternal character is to reward those who earnestly seek him?
The answer comes from why I stated earlier that the kind of faith that pleases God is faith that is
motivated by God’s love.
One of my favourite verses spells this out really clearly. I’d like to read it from the New Living
Translation,

“Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God
because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought
us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully
look forward to sharing God’s glory.
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us
develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens
our confident hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how
dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.”
(Romans 5:1-5)

It is impossible to have faith in God if you do not believe that He is good.
It is impossible to deeply trust in God if you’re not sure whether he has your welfare and holiness
in mind.
We have been taught that “faith works by love” (Galatians 5:6). That means, that if we want to
grow great faith, a faith that endures and doesn’t fade away when the pressure gets heavy, or the
storms start blowing, or the weariness of life makes your spiritual eye’s heavy – we must have a
revelation of God’s abundant and extravagant love for us.

Application | So, if faith that is fuelled by hope and motivated by God’s love is the
defining characteristic of our lives, we will live in perpetual readiness for Christ’s
return.
The unsettling scenario I painted at the beginning of my message, was of a thief who had broken
into our home – he had come when we least unexpected him.
But, what if the person for whom you were actively watching and waiting, was not a thief, but
your beloved spouse who had been abroad for several months and was expected home any day
from now?
Would not your faith in them give you confidence that their heart’s desire is to return home to you
as soon as they possibly could?
And if they are delayed, you know it is not because they don’t love you anymore, nor is it because
someone else is more important to them than you.
Rather, your trust in your shared relationship, means you wouldn’t go anywhere without your
phone – awaiting a text that says, ‘I’m on the way!’
And if their next text says, “I’m coming soon,” would you not put on your nice clothes, set the
table, put the slow cooker on, tidy the house and have everything ready for their return?
Well, our beloved one, Jesus, has told us, He’s coming soon (Revelation 22:7, 12)!
It is our confidence in God’s lavish and unfathomable love for us that keeps us faithfully ready, it
gives us assurance of the hope we have in our hearts, and it equips us with the endurance to
persevere when He is delayed.
Is that not what the writer of Hebrews, wrote just a few verses earlier,
“So

do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that
when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.” (Hebrews 10:35-36)
In place of the devotional, here are some

Day 1 | Sunday, 7th August | Read: Ephesians 3:14-19
How is it possible to have power to grasp the depth and height of God’s love for us through
Christ? Have you experienced this love?
Day 2 | Monday, 8th August | Read: Romans 8:12-17
Do you find it difficult to call God, ‘Abba’ Father? ‘Abba’ is the most intimate name, almost
resembling ‘Daddy’. What stands in your way from calling your heavenly father, ‘Abba’?
Day 3 | Tuesday, 9th August | Read: John 15:12-17
Jesus spoke of his followers as ‘friends’. Friendship with God is a relationship that few seem to
enjoy. But in Psalm 25:14 we read, “Friendship with God is reserved for those who reverence
him. With them alone he shares the secrets of his promises.” How can you receive God’s
invitation for friendship with you?
Day 4 | Wednesday, 10th August | Read: John 15:12-17
Three people in the Gospels caused Jesus to exclaim they showed ‘great’ faith: The Roman
Officer, the Woman with the issue of blood, and the Gentile Woman. Read one of these stories
and ponder why Jesus identified their faith as ‘great’?
Day 5 | Thursday, 11th August | Read: 1 Corinthians 13:13

Biblical hope is built on faith. Hope is the earnest anticipation that comes with believing something
good. Hope is a confident expectation that naturally stems from faith. Hope is a peaceful
assurance that something that hasn’t happened yet will indeed happen. Hope must involve
something that is as yet unseen: “Hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they
already have?” (Romans 8:24). Jesus’ return is our “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13)—we can’t see Him
yet, but we know He’s coming, and we anticipate that event with joy. Ponder the difference
between faith and hope. How do they work together?
Day 6 | Friday, 12th August | Read: Romans 5:5
Do you fear disappointment? Have you ever said to yourself, ‘don’t get your hopes up – you’ll
only be disappointed!’ When we place our hope in God, we can be confident of his faithfulness.
So, what are you hoping for? Are you actively believing God for one of his promises?

