Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1).
We recognise that God gave stewardship of these lands upon which we meet to the First Nations Peoples of this
country (Acts 17:26). We acknowledge the cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the community
that we share together now. We pay our respects to the traditional custodians of this land and their elders, both
past and present, and those who are rising up to become leaders.

Cantor: Thank you for joining our Service today, as we celebrate the 9th Sunday in the season of
Pentecost Growth. We welcome those watching via livestream. I invite you to stand to sing our
opening hymn.

Opening Hymn: Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness
bring, and adore him: the Lord is his name.

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth you would reckon to own:
truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to bring to his throne.

Low at his feet lay your burden of carefulness,
high on his heart he will bear it for you,
comfort your sorrows,
and answer your prayerfulness,
guiding your steps in the way best for you.

These, though we bring them
in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear,
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear.

Worship the Lord, in the beauty of holiness,
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness
bring, and adore him: the Lord is his name.
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Minister’s Welcome

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power,
for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth,
with our lips we will praise him, with our hearts we honour his name.
The Kingdom of God is at hand: repent, and believe in the gospel.
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The Sentence

Watch, and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. (Matthew 24:42, 44).

Prayer of Approach

Deacon: Knowing the goodness of God and His generous love towards us, let us approach His
throne of grace,

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, though
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Minister:

Prayer of the Day

Kindle in our hearts, Father, the same faith that impelled Abraham to set out from his home and
live as a pilgrim in a foreign land. As we, like him, look for the city that none but you can design
and build, keep us watchful for your Son’s coming, that we may be found faithful stewards of all
that you have entrusted to us. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ministry of the Word

The first reading is God’s message spoken through the Prophet Isaiah Chapter 1
verses 1, 10-20
1The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
10 Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the instruction of our God, you people
of Gomorrah! 11 “The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?” says the LORD. “I have
more than enough of burnt offerings,of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure
in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 12 When you come to appear before me, who has asked
this of you, this trampling of my courts? 13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is
detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— I cannot bear your worthless
assemblies.14 Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals I hate with all my being. They
have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.
15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even when you offer
many prayers, I am not listening. Your hands are full of blood!
16 Wash and make yourselves clean.Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. 17
Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead
the case of the widow.
18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 19 If you are
willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land; 20 but if you resist and rebel, you
will be devoured by the sword.”
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Psalm for today is number 50: 1-6, 23
1 The Mighty One, God, the LORD, speaks
and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to where it sets.
2 From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.
3 Our God comes and will not be silent;
a fire devours before him, and around him a tempest rages.
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He summons the heavens above, and the earth,
that he may judge his people:
5 “Gather to me this consecrated people,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”
6 And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for he is a God of justice.
4

23 Those

who sacrifice thank offerings honour me, and to the blameless I will show my salvation.”

Glory to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen.
The second reading is from Hebrews chapter 11 verses 1 to 16.
1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at
God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
4 By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as
righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is
dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not
be found, because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as
one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 7 By
faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By
his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with
faith. 8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance,
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home
in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past
childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had
made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as
numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 13 All these people
were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw
them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on
earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If
they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16
Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Song: When I needed a Neighbour
When I needed a neighbour,
were you there, were you there?
When I needed a neighbour, were you there?

Chorus: And the creed and the colour
and the name won't matter, were you there?
I was hungry and thirsty,
were you there, were you there?
I was hungry and thirsty, were you there?

I was cold, I was naked,
were you there, were you there?
I was cold, I was naked, were you there?

(Chorus)

When I needed a shelter,
were you there, were you there?
When I needed a shelter, were you there?

(Chorus)

(Chorus)
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When I needed a healer,
were you there, were you there?
When I needed a healer, were you there?

(Chorus)

When they put me in prison,
were you there, were you there?
When they put me in prison, were you there?

(Chorus )

Wherever you travel,
I'll be there, I'll be there,
wherever you travel, I'll be there.

And the creed and the colour
and the name won't matter, I’ll be there?
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Hearing the Gospel of our Lord
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, chapter 12 verses 32 to 40.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell
your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a
treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for their
master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can
immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them
watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at
the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds
them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But understand
this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have
let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an
hour when you do not expect him.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon: How to live in perpetual readiness
Hymn: Lord of the Church
Lord of the Church,
we pray for our renewing:
Christ over all,
our undivided aim;
fire of the Spirit,
burn for our enduing,
wind of the Spirit,
fan the living flame!
We turn to Christ
amid our fear and failing,
the will that lacks
the courage to be free,
the weary labours,
all but unavailing,
to bring us nearer what a
church should be.

Lord of the Church,
we seek a Father's blessing,
a true repentance
and a faith restored,
a swift obedience
and a new possessing,
filled with the Holy Spirit
of the Lord!
We turn to Christ
from all our restless striving,
unnumbered voices
with a single prayer
the living water
for our souls' reviving,
in Christ to live,
and love and serve and care.

Lord of the Church,
we long for our uniting,
true to one calling, by one
vision stirred;
one cross proclaiming
and one creed reciting,
one in the truth of Jesus
and His word!
So lead us on;
till toil and trouble ended,
one Church triumphant
one new song shall sing,
to praise His glory,
risen and ascended,
Christ over all,
the everlasting King!
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Sharing our story of faith

During August we are planning on hearing from different couples and individuals a little of their
faith journey and how the Lord led them to join our fellowship. This week, we are delighted to
hear Lyn and Bill Gent’s faith story!

The Prayer of the Week, inspired by Mary Sumner

Thank you heavenly Father, for the gift of your Spirit, which stirs up faith and perseverance within
us. Inspired by the ancients of old and Mary Sumner, may we never shrink back from trusting in
you, but rather step out boldly in faith believing in your eternal power and transforming grace.
May your Spirit quicken within us, enabling us to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Prayers for the world and our community.

Pray for global leaders, prime ministers, and those who lead nations who profoundly impact the
lives of smaller nations. We lift up to you the United Nations, and its efforts to govern the world,
keeping nations accountable to their responsibility to manage their resources with wisdom and
fairness. Guide these leaders and give them discernment to make wise decisions, so that all
people may live in peace and mutual trust, sharing with justice the resources of the world. Where
there is corruption and abuse of authority, bring humility and justice.
We pray for the worldwide body of Christ, all denominations and faith communities who call on
the name of the Lord Jesus as Saviour and Lord. We pray that your worldwide church would be
united, so that all peoples may know that we are disciples of Christ. May we speak of our fellow
believers as brothers and sisters in Christ, with encouragement and grace and not allow criticism
or judgementalism to take hold. May each denomination and faith community hold your Word with
integrity and teach the true Gospel with honesty and courage.
We especially pray at this time for all bishops attending the Lambeth Conference. Continue to
give them wisdom and grace to discern how your Anglican Communion should respond to their
communities.
Heavenly Father, we pray for all the various global missionary agents who operate in your world.
We particularly pray for the Anglican Board of Mission and the Church Missionary Society. We ask
you to raise up new missionaries who will go to nations in which your gospel has not yet been
preached. Speak to the hearts of those whom you have called to enter nations where the name
of Jesus is not permitted to be preached. Give them courage and faith to develop relationships, so
that churches may be established. Protect the lives of those who work in your name, and provide
the financial means necessary for them to continue their work.
We commend to your fatherly goodness all who are afflicted or distressed in body, mind or
circumstances, especially those on our prayer list. Relieve them according to their needs, giving
them patience in their suffering and deliverance from their afflictions. Send your healing hand
upon them and give them peace.

Please join me in praying, the Liturgy of St John Chrysostom:

Lord, you have given us grace to agree in these our prayers, and you have promised
you will grant their requests. Fulfil now, Lord, our desires and prayers as may be best
for us. Grant us, in this life, knowledge of your truth and in the age to come, life
eternal. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Please pray with me the prayer Jesus taught his disciples:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Deacon:

Confession

Confident of God’s goodness and his willingness to forgive us, let us bring the confession of sins
before him.

God of mercy, we humbly admit that we need your help.
We have wandered from your way.
We have sinned in thought, word and deed,
and failed to do what is right. You alone can save us.
Have mercy on us, wipe out our sins and teach us to forgive others.
Bring forth in us the fruit of your Spirit
that we may live the new life to your glory.
This we ask in the name of Jesus our Saviour. Amen.

Deacon: Please stand to hear God’s promise of forgiveness.

Promise of Forgiveness

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil
behaviour. But now God has reconciled you by Christ’s body through death to present you holy in
his sight. Therefore, in Christ your sins have been forgiven. You are now without blemish and free
from accusation, if you continue in your faith, established and firm, holding fast to the Gospel.
Amen.

Greeting of Peace

We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Giving and Offerings

As we bring our offerings to you, we give back to you from the abundant blessings you have
given us. May our gifts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord our God. Blessing and glory, wisdom
and thanksgiving, honour, and power and strength, be unto you our God forever and ever.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Thanksgiving and Communion

The Lord be with you

Lift up your hearts.

And also with you.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty Creator, ever living God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary and lived as one of us.
By His death on the cross, and rising to new life, He offered the one true sacrifice for sin, and
obtained an eternal deliverance for His people.
From the outpouring of your Spirit at Pentecost, you continue to fill and empower your people
with love, so we may boldly proclaim your gospel to all peoples,
and serve you as a royal priesthood.
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim your
great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying.
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and this wine,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,
we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’
After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, we do as our Saviour has commanded;
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom and in whom,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father,
in songs of never-ending praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion

We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

Let us draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in our hearts with thanksgiving.

Communion Song: Jesus Stand among us
Jesus, stand among us
at the meeting of our lives,
be our sweet agreement
at the meeting of our eyes;
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here,
join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.

So to You we’re gathering
out of each and every land,
Christ the love between us
at the joining of our hands;
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here,
join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.

Jesus stand among us at the breaking of the bread;
join us as one body as we worship You, our Head.
O Jesus, we love You, so we gathered here;
join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.
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Second Communion Song: All to Jesus I Surrender
All to Jesus I surrender,
all to Him I freely give;
I will ever love and trust Him,
in His presence daily live.

All to Jesus I surrender,
make me, Saviour, wholly Thine;
let me feel the Holy Spirit,
truly know that Thou art mine. (Chorus)

Chorus
I surrender all, I surrender all,
all to Thee, my blessed Saviour,
I surrender all.

All to Jesus I surrender,
Lord, I give myself to Thee;
fill me with Thy love and power,
let Thy blessing fall on me.
(Chorus)

All to Jesus I surrender,
humbly at His feet I bow;
worldly pleasures all forsaken,
take me, Jesus, take me now.

All to Jesus I surrender,
now I feel the sacred flame;
oh, the joy of full salvation!
Glory, glory to His name. (Chorus)

(Chorus)
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Announcements:

Please refer to the church newsletter for notices.

Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord

Almighty and eternal God, may we who have received this sacrament of your Son’s body and
blood worship you in all that we do, proclaim your word to those in our community, and live in
the power of your Spirit.
Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. Give us grace to go thankfully
and with courage in the power of your Spirit.
Almighty God, you have redeemed us through the resurrection of Christ, and raised us to newness
of life. You brought us out of slavery into everlasting freedom. May the eternal God give you joy
and peace in faith and bring you to your eternal inheritance; and the blessing of God Almighty;
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you all ever more. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen.

Closing Hymn: Yours Be The Glory

1. Yours be the glory, risen, conquering Son
endless is the victory over death you’ve won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes,
where your body lay.

2. See, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the church with gladness
hymns of triumph sing,
for the Lord is living, death has lost its sting.

Chorus
Yours be the glory,
risen, conquering Son,
Endless is the victory
over death you’ve won.

3. No more we doubt you, glorious Prince of life;
life is nought without you: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors
through your deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan
to your home above.
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