
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Main Scripture: 
20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 

(John 17:20-21) 

Main Points 

As Jesus prayed His final prayer to His heavenly father, before laying down His life for the world, 
He prayed for Himself, for His disciples and for us.  Outstandingly, His one request about the 

future church was that they would be one.  Today we learn that unity is different from uniformity.  
While the Father loves our diversity, He longs for all His family to be unified through their 

relationship with His Son. 

Intro | 

I remember a time, when I was about 12 or so, that I stood with my ear pressed into a door in 
my home, trying desperately to hear the conversation taking place between my parents.  I could 
hear smatterings of the conversation, and only bits of words at that.  But no matter how hard I 
tried, I had no idea what they are talking about.  They seemed to be using words and phrases 
that were beyond my comprehension.  After a while, I gave up.  I remember thinking, ‘Oh well, if 
they want me to know what they’re talking about, they’ll eventually tell me’. 

In many ways, I get the same feeling, when I read the prayer Jesus uttered with His heavenly 
Father, just moments before He was arrested. 

Reading this portion of John’s gospel gives me goosebumps, because I feel like I’ve walked onto 
holy ground where the air is so thick each sentence drips with heavenly dew. 

But even the first sentence, I feel like putting my hands up and saying ‘hang on Jesus, I’m not 
sure I got that.  Can you say that in an easier-to-understand way?’ 

There is just so much in His prayer, that there is really no way, realistically, I can properly unravel 
it all in one sitting. 

Even though we’ll be focussing on the final portion of Jesus’ prayer, I’d would urge you to read 
the whole prayer slowly, spiritually chewing on each verse.  Ask the Holy Spirit to give you 
understanding. Certainly, without the help of the Spirit, the mysteries it reveals will remain hidden 
from our hearts. 

Before we get to the portion we’ll focus on, let us become familiar with what has come before it. 

Point 1 | Jesus’ prayer of consecration to His Father: Glorify your Son, so He may 
bring glory to the Father 



Jesus begins by addressing God as ‘Father’. 

I find it enormously significant that Jesus always addresses God as Father (John 17:5, 11, 24; 
11:41; 12:27-28; Matthew 11:25; Luke 22:42; 23:34, 46) AND He taught His followers to address 
God as Father. 

There are many religions in the world, and each calls God a myriad of names: God of the 
universe, Allah, Heavenly Ruler, Eternal Spirit, Universal God …. But only disciples of Jesus Christ, 
are invited to call the almighty God, Father. 

It is never irreverent, nor disrespectful to call God, ‘Father’.  In fact, Jesus, God’s own Son, had to 
die so that we who were far off, may be brought near, and adopted into the family of God 
(Ephesians 1:4-5). 

Then, Jesus prayers for Himself. 

But His opening request has such pungent language, that we easily become overwhelmed with 
our inability to understand it. 

Jesus says, “Glorify your Son so he may give glory back to you.” (v1). 

It is this kind of talk which makes us feel like our ear is pressed to the door, listening in on some 
mysteriously heavenly dialogue. 

Throughout the Gospel, Jesus revealed the Father's glory by manifesting his Father’s nature of 
gracious goodness and love.  God’s glory was seen through demonstrations of God’s power and 
authority working through him. 

But now, through His willingness to lay down His life for the world, Jesus is being the ultimate 
expression of the Father’s love (1 John 4:8, 16; 3:16). 

And in His death, Jesus will reveal His unity with His Father’s will, and be the ultimate expression 
of His Father’s gracious and loving character. 

Point 2 | Jesus’ prayer for his disciples: Protect them, make them holy and make them 
one. 

Next Jesus prays for His friends and companions who have left their homes, families and for three 
years have followed Him, believing that He was sent from God. 

What does Jesus ask for those He loves? 
“Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may 
be one as we are one.” (v11) 

We are going to look at the nature of this unity more closely soon, but without a doubt, the men 
and women Jesus chose as His companions were radically different in temperament, personality 
and political philosophy.  They were from all strata of society. 

It was because of their glaring differences that their unity was so evident to the surrounding 
Jewish community, which was radically sectarian in its make up. 

Have any of you have watched The Chosen, a recently released miniseries which focusses on the 
followers of Jesus? It powerfully portrays the followers of Jesus in vivid reality – real men and 
women, disagreeing over Jesus’ parables, arguing over who was the greatest, struggling with their 
families. 

In many ways I feel this miniseries is God’s gift to the church.  For when members of the church 
disagree (as they certainly are at the moment), it really reminds me of how the disciples behaved 
as they followed their Master along the dusty roads.  They listened to Jesus as He taught, and 
while they walked, they argued with each other about what Ge meant (Mark 8:16 is one example) 
– we’re still arguing! 

Point 3 | Jesus’ prays for the church of the future, the fruit of the disciples’ mission – 
that they may be one. 

Then Jesus prays for the church of the future, the fruit of the disciples’ mission. 



Without a doubt, the whole emphasis falls on the overriding need for Christ’s followers to maintain 
unity. 

But our unity with each other is not just there is ‘peace’ in the house – as though God was us to 
‘keep the peace’ at any cost. 

Rather, our unity is a sign or a mark that we are in union with our heavenly Father whose 
character is peace.  When we are unity with each other, we more clearly express the character of 
the Father. 

One commentator I read wrote, 

“a disunified Christian community denies by its behaviour the message which it proclaims.” 

However, in promoting unity, we must distinguish unity from uniformity. 

Many people believe that in order to be a true, authentic disciple of Christ, everyone needs to 
dress in a certain way, pray in a certain way, sing certain kinds of songs, interpret the Scriptures a 
certain way, or even behave a certain way when we are gathered together for worship. 

That however is not unity … that is uniformity.  Uniformity tries to erase all forms of uniqueness 
and personality, preaching conformity as the vehicle which will deliver unity. 

But, conforming to specific way of worship, or even insisting that every person hold to a certain 
set of doctrines does not express true unity, nor does it constitute true spirituality. 

If we refuse to allow conformity to be the bus that drives us to unity, we must give freedom to 
allow diversity to blossom in our midst. 

In fact, unity is best demonstrated where there is diversity. 

I believe that is what the Apostle Paul was describing when he wrote, 

“How could the body function rightly if every member were an eye, or an ear, or a mouth?” (1 
Corinthians 12) 

We are not all the same.  We all have different personalities, talents, some of us are loud, some of 
us are quiet.  I’m sure, if we did a questionnaire about what we believe on a myriad of Christian 
teachings, we would quickly learn how diverse our understandings are. 

But our diversity, allows us to better express the unity that comes with being born of the same 
unifying Spirit. 

That’s how Jesus tells us how this unity, which both the Father and He desires, can be secured. 

He asked, 

“… that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be 
in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (17:23) 

Jesus knew we can only find unity with each other through our union with Him. 

We are now children of the Father, because the Spirit of Jesus Christ dwells in us, and Jesus 
dwells in the Father and the Father dwells in Jesus Christ. 

Our unity, then, is not hindered if two believers hold differing views concerning the details of how 
our Lord will return, or how the indwelling Holy Spirit is expressed in the life of the believer, or 
how the gifts of the Spirit are expressed in our worship services, or how healing is to be prayed. 

Jesus primary desire for His church is for us to be unified. 

We live in a world that values personal independence, personal freedom, personal agendas, 
personal opinions and personal rights. 

Where everyone demands the right to ‘do their own thing’ with no one telling them otherwise. 

Independence and personal rights are not the marks of being a follower of Christ. 

Rather, our love for each other, while celebrating our diversity, is to be our mark. 

Application | 



The Lord Jesus allowed His disciples to overhear this prayer for their benefit! 

In their hour of anxiety and distress, they needed to hear His words of comfort.  So do we! 

Have you ever whispered to yourself, ‘I just don’t know whether I can keep believing. I’m 
constantly struggling with doubt and weariness’. 

That’s why Jesus allowed His prayer to be overheard! 

Jesus’ prayer reminds us that our salvation rests securely in the hands of God and has already 
been obtained through Christ’s all-sufficient work on the cross.  Everyone who belongs to the 
Father, was given by Him to Jesus His Son, through the work of the Spirit, AND we are preserved 
by Him as well (verses 6, 9-19). 

I do not know a more comforting thought that our salvation does not rely on our efforts of 
holiness but is secure in Christ’s relationship with His Father. 

So, when our hearts become anxious or fearful, let us say to ourselves, “Listen up! There is 
nothing to fear or worry about!  Greater is He who is in me, than he who is in the world! My 
salvation is safe in the hands of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  

And, finally, let us follow Paul’s instructions, 

To “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” For as we 
“speak the truth in love, we will grow up to become in every respect the mature body of him who 
is the head, that is, Christ.” (Ephesians 4:3,15) 


