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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1). 
We recognise that God gave stewardship of these lands upon which we meet to the First Nations Peoples of this 
country (Acts 17:26). We acknowledge the cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the community 
that we share together now. We pay our respects to the traditional custodians of this land and their elders, both 
past and present, and those who are rising up to become leaders. 

Cantor: Thank you for joining our Service today, as we celebrate the seventh Sunday in the 
Easter Season, as we await the Spirit’s coming on Pentecost. We welcome those watching via 
livestream. I invite you to stand to sing our opening hymn. 

Opening Hymn:  Lord of all Hopefulness 
1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever child-like, 
 no cares could destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, 
 at the break of the day. 
 
2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
Whose strong hands were skilled 
 at the plane and the lathe, 
Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, 
 at the noon of the day. 

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, 
 your arms to embrace, 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, 
 at the eve of the day. 
 
4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
Whose voice is contentment, 
 whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, 
 at the end of the day. 
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Minister’s Welcome 
Grace and peace be with you from God the Father, and the Jesus Christ the Messiah, who 
promised the Holy Spirit to all who trust in him as Lord. 
Our risen and ascended king is worthy of our praise.    
 with open lips and ready hearts, we worship you and declare our praise. 

The Sentence  
Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.  (Acts 16:31) 
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Prayer of Approach 
Deacon: Let us pray the prayer of approach, 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, though 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Minister:  

Collect of the Day 
Righteous Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be 
one, as you and he are one: grant that you Church, being bound together in love and obedience 
to you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you 
have sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Ministry of the Word  
The first reading is from second letter written by Luke entitles The Acts of the 
Apostles, commencing at chapter 16 verses 16 to 34.  
While on their missionary journey, Paul and Silas travelled to Philippi where they stayed with 
Lydia, a worshipper of God.  
16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a 
spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by 
fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the 
Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. 
Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of 
Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her. 
19 When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They brought them before 
the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 21 by 
advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” 
22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be 
stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into 
prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, 
he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 
were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of 
the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 
27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about 
to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm 
yourself! We are all here!” 
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought 
them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of 
the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his 
household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; 
he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household. 
 
Hear the word of the Lord thanks be to God 
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The Psalm of the day is number 97, verses 1 to 4, 9 and 10 
1 The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; 
    let the distant shores rejoice. 
2 Clouds and thick darkness surround him; 
    righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 
3 Fire goes before him 
    and consumes his foes on every side. 
4 His lightning lights up the world; 
    the earth sees and trembles. 
5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, 
    before the Lord of all the earth. 
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness, 
    and all peoples see his glory. 
 
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  
as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen. 
 
The second reading is from the letter written by the Apostle John while in exile on the 
Island of Patmos, entitled the Revelation of Jesus Christ, Chapter 22 verses 12-21. 
12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to 
what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End. 
14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and 
may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, 
the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices 
falsehood. 
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and 
the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 
17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who 
is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to 
them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 19 And if anyone takes 
words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the 
tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll. 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

Gospel Song: Majesty 
Majesty, worship His Majesty. 
Unto Jesus be all glory, honour and praise! 
Majesty, kingdom authority, 
Flow from His throne, unto His own 
His anthem raise! 

So exalt, lift up on high the Name of Jesus! 
Magnify, come glorify, Christ Jesus the King. 
Majesty, worship His Majesty; 
Jesus who died, now glorified, 
 King of all kings! 
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Hearing the Gospel of our Lord 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, chapter 17 verses 20-26.   
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the presence of his disciples, shortly before his arrest, Jesus looked toward heaven and 
prayed, 
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20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory 
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they 
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. 
24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you 
have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order 
that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 
 
This is the Gospel of our Lord.   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Sermon:  Our Lord’s Final Request as He Prays to His Father 
Hymn: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 
my great Redeemer’s praise, 
my great Redeemer’s praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace! 
the triumphs of his grace! 
the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
that bids our sorrows cease [repeat x3], 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'tis life and health and peace [repeat x3] 
 

3 He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
he sets the prisoner free [repeat x3] 
his blood can make the foulest clean; 
his blood availed for me [repeat x3]. 
 
4 He speaks, and listening to his voice 
new life the dead receive [repeat x3] 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice 
the humble poor believe [ repeat x3] 
 
 
 

6. My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim [repeat x3] 
to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honours of your name [repeat x3]  © Together in song CCL Licence no: 89934 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
Deacon: Let us affirm the faith of the church, 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayer of the Week 
Heavenly Father, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we are confident of your answer to our Saviour’s prayer. 
Having received your promised Spirit, we are both comforted and strengthened by his indwelling 
presence.  Help us to live by your promise that one day we will be exalted to the same place 
where our Saviour Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Prayers for the world and our community 
Holy Father, ruler of the nations of the earth, give wisdom to the newly elected Prime Minister of 
Australia, Anthony Albanese, and to the Premier of our State, to the local and federal members of 
their newly appointed Parliament.  We all pray for those who hold office in this land.  Grant that 
their decisions may be based on wise counsel, so that peace and welfare, truth and justice my 
prevail among us, and make us a blessing to other nations. 
This we ask, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Almighty and eternal Father, you alone work great marvels: send down a fresh outpouring of your 
Spirit of grace on all peoples.  Bless our Bishops, Peter, Charlie and Sonia. Bless our clergy and 
licenced ministers and the congregations to whom they have spiritual oversight.  Pour upon them 
the continual dew of your blessing that they may truly please you and be obedient to your word.  
Grant this, for the honour of Jesus Christ, our advocate and mediator. 
This we ask, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Father of providence, Father of love, we pray for all people: make your way known to them, your 
saving power among all nations.  We pray for the welfare of your Church throughout the world: 
guide and govern it by your Spirit, so that all who call themselves followers of Christ may be led in 
the way of truth and hold in the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness 
of life. This we ask, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We commend to your fatherly goodness all who are afflicted, diseased or distressed in body, mind 
or circumstances, especially those named on our prayer list.  Relieve them according to their 
needs, make known to them your comforting presence, give them patience in their sufferings, and 
deliverance from their afflictions. 
This we ask, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Please join me in praying, 
Faithful God, you have given us grace to agree in these our prayers, and you have 
promised you will grant their requests. Fulfil now, Lord, our desires and prayers as 
may be best for us. Grant us, in this life, knowledge of your truth and in the age to 
come, life eternal. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Deacon: 

Confession 
Christ has entered heaven itself, there to appear before God on our behalf. 
Let us therefore draw near in full assurance of faith and confess our sins our Father of grace. 
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God of mercy, we humbly admit that we need your help.  
We have wandered from your way.  
We have sinned in thought, word and deed,  
and failed to do what is right. You alone can save us.  
Have mercy on us, wipe out our sins and teach us to forgive others.  
Bring forth in us the fruit of your Spirit  
that we may live the new life to your glory.   
This we ask in the name of Jesus our Saviour. Amen. 

Deacon: Please stand to hear God’s promise of forgiveness. 

Promise of Forgiveness 
Righteous Father, the holy judge, removes your sins from you and washes you whiter than snow; 
may he give you a pure heart, may he strength you and renew your spirit may he restore to you 
his presence and bring you the joy of his salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Greeting of Peace  
Christ our Ascended King has led captives to freedom.   
He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

Giving and Offerings 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your word says that 
we should give honour to you with the first fruits of our wealth. Accept our tithes and offerings as 
a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for the effective growth of your kingdom. May 
Christ dwell in our hearts through faith so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 
the strength to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. May we be filled with all the 
fullness of God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
The Lord be with you     And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary and lived as one of us. 

By his death on the cross, and rising to new life, he offered the one true sacrifice for sin, and 
obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

You have highly exalted him, and given him the name which is above all other names, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and this wine,  
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,  
we who eat and drink them may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples saying,  

‘Drink from this, all of you.  
This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many.   
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died.         Christ is risen.          Christ will come again. 

Therefore, we do as our Saviour has commanded;  
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,  
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension and looking for his coming again,  
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,  
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,  
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom and in whom,  
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you,  
Father, in songs of never-ending praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion 
As this broken bread was once many grains, which have been gathered together and made one 
bread: so may your church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 

Let us draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in our hearts with thanksgiving. 

Communion Song:  There is None Holy as the Lord
There is none holy as the LORD: 
There is none beside Thee: 
Neither is there any rock like our God. 
There is none holy as the LORD! 

There is none holy as the LORD: 
There is none beside thee: 
Neither is there any rock like our God. 
There is none holy as the LORD! 
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Second Communion Song:  There is a Quiet Understanding  
There’s a quiet understanding 
when we’re gathered in the Spirit, 
it’s a promise that he gives us 
when we gather in his name. 
There’s a love we feel in Jesus, 
there’s a manna that he feeds us, 
it’s a promise that he gives us 
when we gather in his name. 
 

And we know when we’re together, 
sharing love and understanding, 
that our brothers and our sisters 
feel the oneness that he brings. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you Jesus, 
for the way you love and feed us, 
for the many ways you lead us 
thank you, thank you, Lord. 
© Mission Praise CCL Licence no: 89934 

Announcements:      Please refer to the church newsletter for notices 
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Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord 
Bountiful God, at this table you graciously feed us with the bread of life and the cup of eternal 
salvation. May we who have reached out our hands to receive this sacrament be strengthen in 
your service; we who have sung your praises tell of your glory and truth in our lives; we who 
have seen the greatness of your love see you face to face in your kingdom and come to worship 
you with all your saints forever. 

Father,  
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Lord. Send us 
out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

Almighty God, you have redeemed us through the resurrection of Christ, and raised us to newness 
of life through the waters of baptism. You brought us out of slavery into everlasting freedom.  
May the eternal God give you joy and peace in faith and bring you to your eternal inheritance; 
and the blessing of God Almighty; the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you all ever 
more. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Let all Creation Dance 
1 Let all creation dance 
 in energies sublime, 
as order turns with chance, 
unfolding space and time, 
for nature's art in glory grows, 
and newly shows God's mind and heart. 
 
2 God’s breath each force unfurls, 
igniting from a spark expanding starry swirls, 
with whirlpools dense and dark. 
Though moon and sun 
 seem mindless things, 
each orbit sings: ‘Your will be done.’ 
 

3 Our own amazing earth,  
with sunlight, cloud, and storms, 
and life's abundant growth 
in lovely shapes and forms 
is made for praise, a fragile whole, 
and from its soul heaven's music plays. 
 
4 Lift heart and soul and voice: 
in Christ all praises meet, 
and nature shall rejoice 
as all is made complete. 
In hope be strong, all life befriend, 
and kindly tend creation's song. 
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