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Main Point:

How is one to be saved? The answer is given in these two chapters of Revelation.
Belief in Jesus as King and trusting in his grace and mercy is the glorious message of the gospel.
Greetings once again my brothers and sisters in Christ, what a joy that we can come together to
worship and give thanks and celebrate the 7th Sunday after the Epiphany.
For those watching via live stream, unable to be here today, and we continue to pray that, we will
be restored to normal daily lives, that we will be able to once again come together each Sunday
for worship and fellowship.
I pray, that today’s message, will lift all our spirits, and encourage us, as we live out our lives as
Christians, committed to lives of service, in God’s Kingdom!

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, as we gather together as living stones, part of your Church, we ask the
Holy Spirit to fill our hearts, kindling in them the fire of your love.
Almighty God, speak to us through your Holy Spirit, and as we walk in the light of your Spirit
may we grow in wisdom, always rejoicing in the comfort He brings, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Well, we are drawing to the conclusion of our weekly Sunday messages and our study & daily
reflections on the book of Revelation.
I don’t know about you, but I am truly thankful for the learning outcomes and better
understanding of the Book of Revelation, that has resulted from the past 8 weeks.
I’ve taken the time, as a lay person, to get a better understanding of this challenging yet
remarkable book, than I have spent over the last 58 years as an adult.
Blessed with much reading of hard print commentaries & various books from the Anglican
Community of Faith, and not the ‘hits’ from the plethora of sites on the internet, to assist in the
preparation of today’s message.
On reflection for the preparation of today’s message, I could be hard on myself for missing the
true message of Revelation, over those past years.
This, I feel, was mostly caused by the strong opinions of those outside the Anglican Communion,
that caused one to leave the book of Revelation out of any thought or discussion, for the sake of
one’s own peace!
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However, that was then, this is the now, and I have an assurance, and a peace, secure in the true
message of Revelation, always referenced to the Gospel. I have learnt that we must understand
the message of the book of Revelation, always with the teachings of the Gospel as our reference.
A cornerstone, we can build on, one that reassures us of Christ’s love and protection, and the
guarantee of an eternal future, in Christ’s heavenly care to the. He has already won the

victory!

So from today’s readings passages from Chapters 19 & 20, we may take the following comforting
words that:
 “Revelation teaches us, as members of Christ’s Church in all ages, that our struggle against
the world, the flesh & the devil, is not a trivial nor a private thing.
 The theme of conflict, woven throughout Revelation, draws all the saints (that’s us) into the
arena in which the victory of Christ is achieved.
 As the Gospel has structured the theme of the day of the Lord, so it shows that there is but
one conflict in which we are all caught up.
 That conflict was completely worked out in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.



Satan was decisively defeated at the cross.

Christ’s victory was for us, so that all believers are accounted victorious in him.
Then the same conflict is manifested in the life of the church, as Christ, through his Gospel
applied by the Spirit, works to conform members of His body to His likeness.
 And finally, that puts a responsibility back on how we live our lives and hopes, as an
example to others!
And this to me, connects beautifully with our Gospel reading from St Luke, which today, marks a
shift in tone from the preceding verses of last week’s Gospel readings, on the ‘blessings & woes’
section.
We hear that Jesus now moves from this alarming prophetic tone to a no less alarming
explanatory one.
He says, if we want to deserve blessings, rather than woes, this is what we have to do.
One could read these verses as a call to passivity, if we don’t think about them too hard, or
imagine ourselves doing them.
But if we start thinking about how people might react to such tactics, we realize that what Jesus is
recommending is so creative and yet simply the correct thing to do!
It is to lay yourself completely open to abuse, but not to abandon your wit and your control.
Think about this……. If someone is taking from you only what you are prepared to give, then you
remain the victor.
Very few people, let alone communities or states, or nations, are even prepared to take the risk of
winning by not caring if they lose.
Instead, most of us, most of the time, engage in conflict by retaliation with exactly the same
means that were used against us, only more so, which ensures that nothing will ever change.
Whichever one of us loses will go away and build up our armoury, while the one who wins will
have to strive to protect what they have won.
Whereas what Jesus is suggesting is a change in the ground rules.
Don’t do it the way everybody else does it, do it God’s way instead. God loves all that he has
made, even if it doesn’t love him. Jesus is, of course, the living – and dying – proof of that.
When Jesus accepted the violence done to him, without retaliation, he created a completely new
situation, in which all hostility to God, all separation from God, is accepted and reconciled.
We have done our worst, and it didn’t change God’s feelings about us, so now we have to admit
that God’s love is stronger than any hate we can muster!
Our challenge today is to stop making God too small, and to allow God’s creative, transforming
power change us.
We can be assured that God will constantly surprise us, and that His surprises are life-changing &
life-giving.
Amen!
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This week we delve into chapters 19 through to 20 of Revelation and we
come to the vision of those who are saved – the victorious ones who will
return with Christ to reign on earth. Our Saviour rides in the heavens and
every eye will see him – are you living expectedly for his return?
As we live and move in this dangerous and uncertain world, may we be
reassured our faithful God has set in place an end to every kind of evil.
May we be counted as one who endures to the end. May God bless you and
comfort you through this devotional.
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