13th February 2022

6th Sunday after Epiphany

Revelation Series:

Ch 15-18

’

Main Point:
Finally, in the pouring out of the last seven plagues God’s judgement and wrath comes to an end.
As the final judgement is pronounced, John is given an opportunity to watch the punishment of
the great city of Babylon, who is portrayed as a seducing prostitute. The prideful city of Babylon
represents any nation who rejects Jesus Christ as King. We must be careful to reject the lure of
the world, so we can remain faithful in our worship of God.

Intro | The danger of choosing to ignore a warning.
I recently watched an overly dramatized movie starring Pierce Brosnan, called “Dante’s Peak”.
Although the plot was fictional, it was based on the true story of the volcanic eruption of Mount St
Helens in 1980.
Unlike some volcanos, the eruption of Mount St. Helens did not come without warning. For two
months, small earthquakes and minor volcanic activity signalled a major event was underway.
Authorities had plenty of time to sound the alarm and warn those living nearby of the looming
danger. Yet despite the seriousness of the threat, many chose to disregard the warnings.
The best known of those who refused to evacuate was Harry R. Truman. The eighty-three-yearold was the owner of the local hotel. Having survived the horrors of World War I, he told
reporters, “I don't have any idea whether it will blow. But I don't believe it to the point that I'm
going to pack up.” On May 18, 1980, Truman and his hotel were buried beneath 150 feet of mud
and debris. His body was never found.
Stories like these, stir up memories of times we, ourselves, were warned of a possible calamity
only, due to our foolishness, we ignored the warning and suffered the consequence.
It is wise to hold onto that memory as we study today’s chapters.
Point 1 | Before God’s wrath is poured out in the seven final plagues, John sees God’s
people standing safe, just like when God rescued his people from the Egyptians
Last week, was pretty heavy, wasn’t it? We watched as the devilish dragon, called up two worldly
beasts, representing evil political and religious leaders. These beasts were able who lure the
citizens of the world to trust in them, and demand allegiance to their ideas, worldviews and
political agendas.
Those who choose to trust in these ungodly rulers, are spiritually branded with the beast’s number
– the number of humanity. The branding, in the unseen realm, shows the dragon’s ownership of
them.
Because God’s people refuse to give praise and worship to any other god but God Almighty, they
are tortured and killed. They are the faithful ones, who wear the seal of the Lamb, for they are
prepared to suffer for the One who suffered and died for them.
But the past few weeks have been heavy going. We have seen again and again God’s partial
judgement on those in the world who reject Him, and His Son Jesus.
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Despite experiencing wave upon wave of pandemics, plagues, earthquakes, wars, famine, and
environmental destruction, people stubbornly choose to ignore God’s warnings, living as though
He doesn’t exist.
We must never forget, none of these judgements came without warning. For the prophet Amos
told us,

“Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets.”
(Amos 3:7)

Year after year, God sends His messengers to warn the people of the earth about the
consequences of rejecting Him.
And it is because of His mercy and grace, that God sends these smaller calamities, so they
become like florescent neon signs, warning the world that it is on a collision course for
destruction.
May we never forget God’s desire, for the people in his world,

“… ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! …’”
(Ezekiel 33:11)

But as we open to the next ‘great and marvellous sign’ seen by John, in Chapter 15 and 16, again
we see that despite God revealing himself, in what can only be described as ‘epic biblical
proportions’, people refuse to turn from their evil ways.
For thousands of years God has shown grace and mercy by limiting and restricting the evil
destructive forces that were permitted to fall. But now, John sees the day when God’s wrath will
finally come to an end.
The final cycle of “seven angels with the seven last plagues” will complete God’s judgement”
(15:1)
But before he describes the seven plagues, his vision is captivated by a group of people who
stand beside a sea of glass which glows like fire. They,

“are those who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its
name.” (15:2)
It is as though we are transported back to the seashore where the Israelites had just witnessed
the Egyptian army being pummelled by the mighty waves of the red sea, and they rejoiced over
how God rescued them.
Today we read aloud the song they sang - the song of Moses AND the song of the Lamb,

“Great and marvellous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty.
Just and true are your ways, King of the nations.”
(15:3-4 compare with Exodus 15:1-18)

So, despite all the destruction about to fall upon the earth, all of God’s faithful people, both those
under the Old Covenant and those under the New, are safe.
John shows his readers that the tyrannical beast-like Roman Empire, horridly oppressing them, is
no more powerful than the defeated Egyptian army, which God wiped out with the breath of his
mouth (Job 4:9).
Point 2 | Despite the agony of the plagues, the people of the world refuse to repent of
their rejection of God. Then, the sixth bowl reveals the anti-climax of Armageddon
So, as the final seven plagues are poured out, we are reminded again of those described in
Exodus: agonizing sores, water that becomes blood, deathly darkness and pummelling hailstones
– are all directed toward those who have rejected God.
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But how did they respond as they moaned over their painful sores, or upon tasting the bitter
bloody water, or when they bit their tongues in darkness?
Do you remember Tuesday last week, when temperatures soared into the high 30s? I wonder how
many, as they dripped with sweat, cried out, ‘O God, save me from my sin!’
No, the pain, the agony and the darkness produced no acknowledgement of God only “cursing”
(16:11) as “they refused to repent and glorify him” (16:9) and “of what they had done” (16:11)
It all leads up to the 6th bowl as the dragon and the beast gather the nations together to make
war against God's people in a place called Armageddon. John is clearly inspired by images from
the book of Ezekiel about God's battle with Gog. Gog was Ezekiel's symbol of the rebellious
nations gathered before God to face His justice.
The frogs that pour from the mouths of the beast and false prophet, are demonic spirits that
perform signs, designed to “gather the kings of the whole world.” (16:14) These demonic spirits
are very effective in deceiving the political leaders into thinking their military power and false
belief systems are the ultimate authority, not Jesus Christ.
We are living in a time when many have not only abandoned their belief in God, but they are also
actively working to eradicate all trace of Christian roots from our culture.
Sadly, even the church is affected. Jude warned us, “For certain individuals whose condemnation

was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who
pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only
Sovereign and Lord.” (Jude 1:4)
That’s why Jesus suddenly interrupts the judgements with a warning, “Look, I come like a thief.
Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to go naked and be shamefully
exposed.” (16:15) During his ministry on earth, Jesus repeatedly urged us to be alert and
watchful. (Matthew 7:15, 25:14, 24:42, 26:41)

But, before we move on, there is something important we need to recognise about this great and
infamous battle. This Armageddon battle has, over the years, developed quite a reputation! It
has become known as the great battle between the armies of the nations and the armies of God?
But is that what is happening here? NO!
Psalm 2,

“Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?
2 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together …
against the LORD and against his anointed …”
4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.
5 He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
6 “I have installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain” (Psalm 2:1-6)
The battle at Armageddon is really no battle at all. There is no contest! King Jesus has already
triumphed and is on the throne forever! In fact, it is not the armies of God that bring this
destruction, rather it is the Destroyer himself who causes the Kings of the world to fight each
other. (16:14-16 see 9:11 ‘the name of the angel of the abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon
and in Greek is Apollyon, that is Destroyer)
God says, “It is done” (16:17), and the lightning, thunder, earthquake which proceed spits the
foundations of the cities of the earth.
Point 3 | The final picture of the downfall of worldly governments shows us, no
human or supernatural power can withstand God’s judgement
Next, John is shown what the punishment of the great city of Babylon is like.
Babylon is portrayed as a stunning woman, dressed like a queen, but in reality she is a drunk
prostitute, intoxicated on the blood of God’s faithful people.
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She's riding the beast, with seven heads and ten horns, personifying the military and economic
power of the Roman Empire.
But just like all prostitutes or mistresses, they don’t win in the end. The story of the movie ‘Pretty
Woman’ is a Hollywood myth. The prostitute never gets the wedding ring, it is always a story of
self-destruction.
We see, although the kings of the world once loved her, it now turns to hate, as she’s used,
devoured and discarded as trash (18:16-17)
But, again, John is not only referring to Rome. By blending together words and images from
every single Old Testament passage about the downfall of ancient Babylon, Tyre and Edom, he's
showing how Rome is simply the newest version of the Old Testament archetype of humanity in
rebellion against God.
Application | Don’t worship or love the worldly systems of power, wealth, and
humanism. Worship God alone.
So, the fall of Babylon a portrait of the future of every diabolical worldly system who stands
against God.
What is God’s cry to us?

“Come out of her, my people,’ so that you will not share in her sins, …” (18:4)
Which city will you love and live for? That's the goal of everything the [angels have] been
revealing. That's what the whole book of Revelation is about. That's the point of all God's
judgments, all God's dealings with the world.
All God's plans for history from beginning to end have this one goal—WORSHIP GOD!
So, we must resist the allure of the world, its striving toward success, wealth and prestige.
We must resist the temptation to worship the false gods of human achievement, pride and selfpromotion.
We must resist her lure to indulge in sexual immorality and idolatry – all of which lead us away
from God.
May each and every one of us heed John’s warning,

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is
not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but
whoever does the will of God lives forever.” (John 2:15-17)

This week we delve into chapters 15 through to 18 of Revelation. In these
chapters John sees the final seven plagues being poured out on earth,
bringing an end to God’s wrath and judgement. Then, for two chapters,
John is given the opportunity to watch the punishment of the great city of
Babylon, portrayed as a prostitute who rides on beastly worldly rulers.
As we live and move in this dangerous and uncertain world, may we be
reassured our faithful God has set in place an end to every kind of evil. May
we be counted as one who endures to the end. May God bless you and
comfort you through this devotional.
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