6th February 2022
Revelation Series:

5th Sunday after Epiphany
Ch 12-14

&

’
Main Point:

How are we to respond when powerful political leaders rise up,
persecuting believers and challenging our loyalty to Jesus the King?
In these chapters, John teaches that political leaders who do not worship God,
are merely puppets of the devil. We, on the other hand, are called to faithfully endure,
knowing our salvation is eternal.
Intro |
You might have wondered why I inserted “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” in the service today, it is
not Christmas or Advent – it’s not even Christmas in July!
Well today we are looking at what was going on behind the scenes of the Christmas story.
Usually, Christmas is all about singing carols, eating, drinking, enjoying family time and
exchanging presents. We don’t often think about what was really going on behind the picturesque
scene of the baby in the manger.
But what was going on, in the unseen realm, was not heart-warming, nor was it in any way
sentimental.
When we re-watch the Christmas story while wearing John’s spiritual glasses, we discover there is
a sealed, R-rated, politically charged, evil sub-plot in the story.
Point 1 | The origin of all oppression and persecution against Christians is Satan. Our
struggle is not against ‘flesh and blood’, nor against worldly rulers. We are called to
resist the Devil himself.
Let’s open to chapter 12. John sees a great sign: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon
under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She is about to give birth to a male
child.
But an enormous red dragon, with seven heads and ten crowns, and a tail that swept a third of
the stars to earth, stood in front of the woman, desiring to devour the male child the moment he
was born (12:1-4).
But before he could devour the child, God snatches up the child and takes him to heaven. The
woman also is given opportunity to escape to the wilderness, where she may be taken care of for
1,260 days (12:5-9).
When the dragon realises that the child has escaped his grasp, war breaks out in heaven. But the
dragon’s forces were not powerful enough, so they lost their place in heaven, and the dragon,

whom John identifies is the devil, was hurled down to earth. Where, we read “he leads the whole
world astray” (Rev 12:9).
Pretty graphic story isn’t it!
What’s going on? You’ve just heard the Christmas story, the birth of the Christ-child.
The dragon, whom John let’s us know, is the devil or Satan, is the one who roused Herod the
Great to order the massacre of all boys (Matthew 2:16–18). Yet, through a dream, God alerted
Joseph of the danger, and he took Mary and flees to Egypt (Matthew 2:13–23).
But what is the war that breaks out in heaven, between Michael and his angels and the devil and
his angels?
Is this the same war that is raging all around us? No, actually!
In this war there is no question as to its outcome.
The emphasis of the scene is that the devil and his angels were not strong enough. In fact in
chapter 12, it speaks of the dragon being thrown down six times (12:9 x3, 12:10, 12:12, 12:13)
They “lost their place in heaven” (v8), and so were “hurled down to earth” (v 9).
It really doesn’t take us long to remember Jesus’ remark when the 72 disciples returned after
evangelising through the power of the Spirit. He said, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven” (Luke 10:18, see Isaiah 14:12).
Whenever we minister in the power of God’s Spirit, the devil is reminded of his defeat.
When John reveals that the great dragon is the ‘the ancient serpent’, he is showing that the devil
is the one who is stirring up all the persecution the first century Christians were facing. This war
had been going on since the Serpent’s deception of Adam and Eve.
But the persecuted were not powerless victims under his power. Rather, because Christ’s
salvation and power and authority has come (v10),

“They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did
not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.” (Revelation 12:11)
But, as with all biblical prophecy, symbols often have multiple levels of meaning. When the scene
continues (12-17), the women morphs to represent a ‘mother’, probably the Church of Jerusalem.
The rest of the chapter (v15-16) most likely refers to a flood which occurred in the Jordan Valley,
through which the newly formed church narrowly escaped.
But, now, the dragon is utterly frustrated, and knowing his time is short (v12), goes off to make
war with the woman’s offspring who, we read, are “those who keep God’s commands and hold
fast their testimony about Jesus” (v17).
Point 2 | The Devil’s time is short and he knows that his and his beast-like agents,
and supporters will soon be overthrown and destroyed
Now, we are going to be allowed to see the strategy the dragon is going to use in his war against
God’s faithful servants.
John saw a beast coming out of the sea (13:1-10) with ten horns and seven heads. The beast
resembled a mishmash of animals, a leopard, bear-like feet and a mouth of a lion.
Its description suggests a veiled image of a Roman imperial power. The fact that it arises from
the sea is probably because the ruling power gained it’s control from its naval forces of the
Mediterranean.
The more we delve into the images of the beast with multiple heads, one of which had been
fatally wounded, the more we get a sense of historic figures such as Nero, who was the first
persecuting emperor.
It is the beast’s invincible power that makes people worship him. “Who is like the beast” … “Who
can make war against him?” (13:4)

So powerful, he is given authority by the dragon, to wage war against God’s holy people and rule
over every tribe, people language and nation (v7).
Interestingly, it is his proud words and blasphemy that characterize him (13:5).
Throughout history, time and time again, political rulers rise up and demand such allegiance that
only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life will stand against it. The
consequence of their refusal to worship this ungodly power is that “some will go into captivity”
and some “will be killed with the sword” (13:9-10).
So what is required of those who experience such persecution?
Point 3 | We are called to patiently to endure sufferings in loyalty to Jesus. We must
never lose sight of the grim probability that faithfulness to Jesus in the face of evil
rulers will mean captivity and death.

“This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people” (13:10)
John then sees another beast, who is a puppet of the first beast. Mostly likely this refers to the
High Priest of proconsular Asia.
Two of his methods are now described. First, John mentions his ability to perform great signs,
which honour the image of the beast.
Secondly, he is able to manipulate the marketplace so that only those who received the mark of
the beast, were able to participate in buying and selling.
And yes, here we come to a section of Scripture which has, for centuries, been discussed and
argued.
Moreover, with political disagreements occurring about the legality of vaccine mandates, and
reports of people not being allowed in shops to buy food without showing their vaccination status,
this chapter of Revelation has once again become a popular search on Google.
We are told these beasts demand full allegiance from the nations and that's symbolized by taking
the mark of the beast and his number, 666, on the forehead or hand (13:18).
Now, when the first century readers heard the reference to writing on the forehead and hand, it
was a clear reference to the Shema, an ancient Jewish prayer of allegiance to God that's found in
the Book of Deuteronomy.
Remember God’s command,

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)
This prayer was written on the forehead and hand as a symbol of devoting all your thoughts and
actions to the one true God (Deuteronomy 6:8).
But now, the rebellious nations demanded their own allegiance and they forced everyone to
decide who they will follow.
But what’s this number 666 mean?
It may be a mystery to us, but this was not a mystery to John.
He spoke Hebrew and Greek.
And Hebrew letters were also numbers.
If you spell the Greek words "Nero Caesar" and the word "Beast" in Hebrew, each one amounts to
666.
Now, John isn't saying that Nero was the only fulfillment of this vision.
Nero is just a recent example of the ancient pattern set out by Daniel.
The nations become like beasts when they exalt their own power and economic security as a false
god and then demand total allegiance.

So Babylon was the beast in Daniel's day.
But that was followed by Persia, followed by Greece and now Rome in John's day.
And so it goes for any later nation that acts in the same way.
So, while I admit, it is very tempting to see the practical similarity between a spiritual mark and a
vaccine passport, the mark of the beast is not a physical marking, but a spiritual marking.
Application | We respond to evil political rulers by holding onto the three forces of
salvation: pure worship, bold witness, and holy living
So, how are we to respond to worldly rulers, however evil they may be?
We are to give worldly rulers and authorities the obedience they are due, the payment of taxes
and the respect God has appointed to them - knowing that God has ordained them to their
position (Romans 13:1, Daniel 2:21)
But, we are not to worship any worldly ruler, only God. If any worldly ruler demands worship, or
demands unquestioned allegiance, then they have become a puppet of the anti-Christ, a
substitute of Christ.
What does John say is needed? “This calls for wisdom” (13:18). We are called to discern that the
earthly forces pitted against us are neither divine nor eternal.
When political leaders become powerful, pride, boasting beasts, they are still only human.
As we turn to chapter 14, we see the three beasts of damnation being matched by the three
visions that show the forces of salvation at work behind the scenes on our behalf.
The three forces of salvation are worship (14:1-5), the proclamation of the eternal Gospel (14:613), and the third is living faithfully with patient endurance (v12).
So, let us remember, the real enemy behind all oppression from political leaders is the evil one
himself. But he knows his time is short. So, as we live our lives, testifying of Christ’s work in our
lives, we triumph over him, and prophetically witness to the world Christ’s future reign.

This week we delve into chapters 12 through to 14 of the book of
Revelation when John sees the Christmas story being played out in very
vivid and graphic imagery. Then we see how the strategy the great
dragon will use against God’s holy people.
As we live and move in this dangerous and uncertain world, may we be
reassured our faithful God has placed limits on what evil may permeate
our globe. May God bless you and comfort you through this devotional.

