30th January 2022
Revelation Series:

4th Sunday after Epiphany
Ch 8-11

’
Main Point:
John’s vision reminds us that it is through the prayers of God’s people,
that God’s justice falls upon on the earth.
Also, when John is invited to ‘eat the scroll’, he is called to be a prophetic witness to the nations.
We too are called to apply the message of Christ’s mercy and forgiveness into our lives, so that
our daily struggles may be viewed in the light of God’s final outcome.
Intro |
Have you ever been given a gift, that when you opened the box, inside was another box which
still needed to be opened? And even when you opened that box, there was still another box
inside? These kinds of gifts were all the rage about a decade ago – they sure did build up
suspense as to what the final gift really was.
Well, when we come to the next four chapters of Revelation (8 to 11), we kind of need to imagine
that we are watching something being opened, but as soon as it is opened, we discover there is a
lot more still to be revealed.
Because there is an enormous amount going on in this next section, I suggest we step back and
remind ourselves why John was writing his letter, and how all these symbolic pictures help us in
our day to day lives.
Those of you who have read chapters 8 to 11, know how easy it is to get befuddled with
understanding what is going on. It is as though we need a pair of glasses to keep us focussed on
what John’s overall goal was.
John told us right at the beginning that he was writing a ‘word of prophecy’ (1:3). He was letting
his readers know that like the Old Testament prophets, he was going describe his symbolic
dreams and visions, to reveal God's heavenly perspective on history and current events, so that
the struggles they were facing could be viewed in light of God's final promised outcome.
Last week, you will remember, we saw the one true Creator and Redeemer holding a scroll sealed
with seven seals. Only the lamb who had been slain was worthy to open the seals. We learnt that
the scroll was a symbol of God’s divine authority to guide history to his redemptive conclusion.

Then we started watching as the first six of the seven seals on the scroll were opened – bringing
great calamity and destruction upon the earth.
Remember how I recalled that waves thunder toward the seashore in cycles of seven, with the
greatest wave being the final seventh wave. Today, we’ll delve into another cycle of seven. We’ll
look at the opening of the seventh seal (8:1-5).
But, the opening of the seventh seal did not immediately bring cataclysmic action to burst forth.
Rather, we read, “there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.” (8:1)
Point 1 | Silence in heaven does not mean inaction. Rather, in response to our
prayers, prophetic acts are being undertaken, which cause God’s divine will to
manifest on earth.
I’d really love us to sit for 30 minutes in silence – because silence has the ability to rousing a
sense of anticipation and expectation.
Was that its purpose? Well, before we presume, let us recall what is happening on earth, while
John is having his vision. On earth, there was anything but silence. Wave upon wave of
persecution was thundering over the first century Christians. They were being scorned, tortured,
their homes ransacked, and thrown into prison. But what could they do? They didn’t have any
weapons, no meditator to argue against the injustices done to them by the Roman empire.
They were praying.
Above their heads, metaphorically, in the throne room of God, heaven was quiet, listening to cries
of God’s people. If you have ever prayed year after year, and heavens above seem completely
silent, then you know how these faithful Christians felt.
But, silence in heaven did not mean inaction. Rather, while no words are being uttered, there
were powerful prophetic acts being undertaken in the heavenlies.

“The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from
the angel’s hand. Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar and hurled it on
the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightening and an earthquake.”
(Revelation 8:4-5)

Our prayers are always heard by God.
In today’s Psalm, number 138, verses 1 to 5, one of God’s people are expressing their confidence
in their prayers before God – their hope, their trust, their security and their joy are found only in
the one sitting on the throne. It is so easy for us to underestimate the power of our prayers.
I heard someone say recently,

Worry is a conversation I have with myself about things that I cannot control.
Prayer is a conversation I have with God about things he can change.

That quote really helps us sort out the difference between rehashing our worries, and conversing
with our heavenly Father, who hears and acts in response to our prayers.
Point 2 | Pervading question, ‘Who is able to stand?’ the wrath of the Lamb? The
answer, only those who have God’s seal upon their foreheads.

Last week we watched the slain lamb open the first six seals representing wave upon wave of evil
destructions on the earth. The murdered Christian martyrs are told to rest because more
Christians are yet to die. Then, in response to the martyr’s cry, sixth seal is unleashed: the great
Day of the Lord that was described in Isaiah and Joel (Isaiah 2:12; Joel: 2:31). And all the people
of the earth cry out 'Who is able to stand?' while such devastation rains down on earth (6:17).
But, you’ll remember, John sees an angel with a signet ring coming to place a mark of protection
on God's servants who are enduring all this hardship and he hears the number of those who are
sealed. This ‘great army’ is the Lamb’s army of God's kingdom. It's this multi-ethnic army of the
Lamb who IS able to stand before God because they've been redeemed by the Lamb's blood.
(7:9) They are called the conquering ones - not by killing their enemies, or retaliating against
their persecutors, but by suffering and bearing witness just like the Lamb. (7:15)
Point 3 | The seventh seals retells God’s continual call for the nations to repent. But,
the reality is, judgement alone will not bring repentance.
Finally, the seventh and final seal is broken and John sees the seven angels blow their seven
trumpets.
But, what I’d like us to see is that through this seventh seal, John backs up and retells the story
again. This time, however, he uses images from the Exodus story.
Once again there is the first four trumpets bringing destruction to the cosmos: one third of trees,
grass, living creatures in the sea, vessels, and rivers. A third of the waters become bitter, a third
of the sun and moon is struck. Despite their severity, these events are not the end. Only ‘one
third’ is destroyed, meaning “many, but not a majority”. Trumpet-like, these outpoured horrors
herald the end. They speak of wrath poured out into a world where men and women have
rejected God.
Trumpets five, six and seven signal the coming of even worse judgements. An eagle,
representing one who sees the earth from a panoramic view, warns of further destruction, this
time to “the inhabitants of the earth” (9:1-11) So, the first five trumpet blasts replay the plague
sent upon Egypt and then the sixth trumpet releases the four horsemen that came from the first
four seals.
But then John tells us that despite all these plagues, the nations did not repent just like pharaoh
didn't in the Exodus story. (9:20-21) So, here we get a reality check: God's judgment alone will
not bring people to humble repentance before him.
Something more is needed.
Point 4 | God’s kingdom will be established by following the Lamb’s example,
sacrificially laying down his life for those who have rejected him.
Then John sees two more picture stories. An angel brings the unsealed scroll that was opened by
the lamb. And just like Ezekiel (Ezekiel 3), John is told to eat the scroll (10:1-11).
Anyone familiar with the language of the Bible, does not find this kind of imagery hard to
understand. John is to ‘digest’ or ‘take within himself’ the message of God in order to carry it to
others. He is to be an embodiment of the message – a prophetic witness of the Lamb. (10:11).
God's Word contains both a sweet message and a bitter message (see Jeremiah 15:16).

The message of reconciliation and forgiveness is sweet, but the message of judgement is bitter.
The Gospel is sweet to those who embrace it, but bitter to those who reject it. Now, that the
lamb’s scroll is open, we discover how God's kingdom will come here on earth.
The scroll’s content is spelled out in two symbolic visions. First John sees God's temple and the
martyrs by the altar and he's told to measure and set them apart. That is an image of protection,
taken from Zechariah chapter 2. We’ll explore that more in this week’s devotional. In the scrolls'
second vision, God appoints two witnesses as prophetic representatives to the nations.
Who are these two people who display such power?
Notice how John calls them ‘lampstands’ which is one of his clear symbols for the churches. (1:20,
11:4) So, this vision is more likely referring to the prophetic role of Jesus' followers who are to
take up the mantle of Moses and Elijah and call idolatrous nations and rulers to turn back to the
one true God. Those of you who read the entire passage, know that while these witnesses are
proclaiming their message, a horrible beast appears (11:7, see Daniel 7). The beast is granted
authority to kill them. But then God brings them back to life and vindicates the witnesses before
their persecutors and the end result is that many among the nations finally do repent and give
glory to the Creator God in the Day of the Lord.
Application | We are called to wear the mantle of prophetic witness, following Christ’s
example of loving others sacrificially.
Let’s recap it all. God's warning judgments through the seals and through the trumpets did not
generate repentance among the nations just like the Exodus plagues only hardened Pharaoh's
heart. In contrast, the Lamb conquered his enemies by loving them and dying for them. And
now the message of the Lamb's scroll reveals the mission of His army, the church.
God's kingdom will be revealed when the nations see the church imitating the loving sacrifice of
the Lamb: not killing their enemies but dying for them. Is this not what Jesus told us, “Greater
love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13) So, it is our
experience of Christ’s love that empowers us to be prophetic witnesses of God’s promised future
to those around us. Isn’t it interesting that the message of the open scroll, is placed at the exact
centre of the entire book?
Will you wear your prophetic mantle? Will you be a prophetic witness to our community here at
Southlakes, facing the difficulties of each day, because you can see God’s promised future.

This week we delve into chapters 8 through to 11 of the book of
Revelation when the opening of the seventh seal is described. The
seventh seal involves seven more trumpets to be sounded and a
mysterious little scroll is handed to John to be eaten. Then John sees
the temple and two witnesses are called to testify in the world.
As we live and move in this dangerous and uncertain world, may we be
reassured our faithful God has placed limits on what evil may permeate
our globe. May God bless you and comfort you through this
devotional.

