9th January 2022

The Baptism of our Lord

Welcome and Opening Greeting
During the season of Epiphany, our service will be inspired and shaped by John’s letter, called
The Revelation, written to comfort the persecuted churches in Asia Minor.

Grace and peace to you from the One who sits on the throne
God our Father and his Son Jesus Christ.
Come and let us worship our God. Let us be faithful to the end.
Let us offer a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
The fruit of our lips to honour his name.
Jesus says, “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent.
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” (Revelation 2:1920)

Opening Song: O Worship the King
1 O worship the King all-glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love:
our shield and defender, the ancient of days,
pavilioned in splendour, and girded with praise.

3 The earth with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, your power has founded of old,
established it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.

2 O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;
his chariots of wrath
the deep thunder-clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

6 O measureless might, ineffable love.
While angels delight to hymn you above,
the humbler creation,
though faltering their praise,
With true adoration shall sing all their days.

Prayer of Approach
Deacon will lead us saying,
Let us prepare our hearts for worship,

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit
The Baptism of our Lord, Holy Communion, Third Order

| Page 1

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
though Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day
The Minister prays,

Almighty God, who anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed
him as your beloved Son: inspire us, your children, who are born again of water and
the Spirit, to surrender our lives to your service. May we follow the example of the
faithful saints at Thyatira, those whose deeds were known, whose service and
perseverance steadfast, that we may rejoice to be called your children; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ministry of the Word
As our reading from the book of Revelation is quite lengthy, seven readers will be involved.

The Psalm will be read by John or Sue Noble:

A selection of verses from the Psalm of the day. Number 29 verses 1-4, 7, 11
Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is majestic.
7
The voice of the LORD strikes with flashes of lightning.
11
The LORD gives strength to his people;
the LORD blesses his people with peace.
1

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen.
The second reading will be read by Pam Johnson

A Reading from the book of Revelation.
Continuing our series in the Book of Revelation, Jesus Christ sent a message to the
angels of the seven churches in the province of Asia.
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks
among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your
perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested
those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have
persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.
4
Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider
how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not
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repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But you
have this in your favour: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate. 7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in
the paradise of God.
This letter will be read by Keith Harding

“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life
again. 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the
slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
10
Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put
some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be
faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.
11
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one
who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death.
8

This letter will be read by Rev Melinda

“To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 13 I know
where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You
did not renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful
witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives.
14
Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who
hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so
that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. 15 Likewise,
you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent
therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the
sword of my mouth.
17
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one
who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person
a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it.
12

This letter will be read by Lesley Bracey

“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose
feet are like burnished bronze. 19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your
service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.
20
Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality
and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her
immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will
make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of
her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am
8
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he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your
deeds.
24
Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching
and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other
burden on you, 25 except to hold on to what you have until I come.’
26
To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority
over the nations— 27 that one ‘will rule them with an iron sceptre and will dash them
to pieces like pottery’—just as I have received authority from my Father. 28 I will
also give that one the morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.
This letter will be read by Barry Hanger

3 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.
I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake
up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have found your deeds
unfinished in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, therefore, what you have received
and heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a
thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.
4
Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will
walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who is victorious will,
like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out the name of that person from
the book of life, but will acknowledge that name before my Father and his angels. 6
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
This letter will be read by Elizabeth Bissaker

“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What
he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 8 I know your
deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know
that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my
name. 9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews
though they are not, but are liars—I will make them come and fall down at your
feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 10 Since you have kept my command
to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come
on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth.
11
I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your
crown. 12 The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.
Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God and the
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of
heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new name. 13 Whoever has
ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
7
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This letter will be read by John Noble

“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s
creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were
either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I
am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired
wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched,
pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the
fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your
shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.
22
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
14

Blessed are those who hear these words and take to heart what is written.
Thanks be to God.
The Deacon will announce the Gospel song,

Gospel Song: Lord, Your Almighty Word
1 Lord, your almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight:
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

3 Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving holy dove,
speed forth your flight;
move on the waters' face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

2 Saviour, who came to give
those who in darkness live
healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,
now to all humankind
let there be light.

4 Holy and blessed Three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might,
boundless as ocean's tide
rolling in fullest pride,
through the earth far and wide,
let there be light.

The Gospel of our Lord
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, chapter 3 commencing at
verse 15. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if
John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with
water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals
I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with
many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to
them. 19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod
added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.
15
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When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was
praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with
you I am well pleased.”
21

This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon: Jesus’ thoughts on being a faithful church
Song: Behold, I Stand
Behold, I stand. I stand at the door and knock
Behold, I stand. I stand at the door and knock.
If anyone, hears my voice,
And opens the door, I will come in. [repeat]

The Prayer of the Week
Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son, and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Grant that all who are baptised
into his name may keep the covenant they have made and boldly confess him as
Lord and Saviour. May we all heed the counsel you gave to the church at Laodicea,
to buy from you gold refined in the fire, so we may become rich. Give to us salve to
put on our eyes so that we may see the One who lives and reigns one in glory
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers for God’s mission
We pray for our Prime Minister, Scott Morrison and Opposition Leader, Anthony
Albanese, and federal Health minister, Greg Hunt and leaders who facilitate the
implementation of the present health crisis in our nation. We pray also for
pathology and hospital workers who for many months have worked tirelessly to
provide test results and roll out the vaccination program.
We also pray for Aboriginal leaders. Give the people of this land a spirit of
unselfishness, compassion and fairness in public and private life.
We pray for the global Anglican Communion, that all Anglican churches around the
world may work in unity, holding onto your Word of life with integrity and truth. We
pray for the upcoming Lambeth conference who gather to equip your Church for our
fleeting and changing world. We are aware of the many challenges faced by your
church, whether it be environmental crisis, poverty, religious discrimination, or
differences in theological understandings. Make your global Anglican church a sign
of hope that we may bring your Gospel of peace and justice to the world. Bind us
together by your love and may every Anglican church around the world show their
local communities who Jesus is and faithfully witness to his saving work.
Heavenly Father, we pray for all ministries who aid your church in regional and
isolated areas of our nation. We lift up to you Bush Church Aid, and the various
missionaries whom you have called in this organisation. Fulfill their financial
obligations, refresh their hearts, give grace to their wives and children, and help
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them to flourish although they live in isolated places. Where the land is plagued by
drought and fire, protect farmers and those whose livelihood depends upon the
weather. We particularly pray for the regional school our parish supports, may our
financial contribution assist them to educate and nurture the lives of the children in
that local area.
Heavenly Father we know you are steadfast in love and your mercies are new every
day: We thank you for sustaining those on our prayer list, giving them the gift of
breath through which to know your presence and life. We pray for those burdened
by sickness, and age-related complications, and distress in mind and heart. Give
grace to their friends and family who care for them, comfort them in their grief, and
may they know your comfort each day.

Let us pray together,

Thank you, Father, for your promise to not only hear our prayers, but to
grant that what we have asked through faith we receive in the name of
your Son Jesus. Amen.

We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
The Deacon will lead our preparations saying,
We are God’s children now, and what we will be, has not yet been made know. But
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Confession and promise of forgiveness
In the presence of the One who is the bright morning star, who warned his coming
will be as a thief in the night, let us bring our darkness to his radiant light,
confessing our sins in repentance and faith,
Heavenly Father, you have loved us with an everlasting love,
but we are broken your holy laws
and have left undone what we ought to have done.
We are sorry for our sins and turn away from them.
For the sake of your Son, you died for us, forgive us,
cleanse us and change us.
By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live for you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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The Minister will declare the promise of forgiveness:

You, who once were far away, have been brought near through the blood of Christ:
he himself is your peace. Therefore, in Christ your sins are forgiven, and you are
set free to live as examples of God’s generous grace and kindness. Amen.

Greeting of Peace
Our Lord Jesus Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we
might die to sin and live for righteousness; by his wounds we have been healed.
We have been washed. We have been sanctified. Let us therefore share in the
peace we have received.
We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Thanksgiving and Communion
The Lord be with you And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, ever-living
God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
For he is the true High Priest, who walks amongst the lampstands in the temple of
God with the seven stars in his right hand. He is the one who made us a royal
priesthood to serve you, our God and Father.
You anointed him as Messiah, the light of the nations,
and revealed him as the hope of all who thirst for righteousness and peace.
By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true sacrifice for
sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
And now, gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine,
and pray that we who receive them, in the followship of Holy Spirit,
according to our Saviour’s word, in remembrance of his suffering and death,
may share his body and blood.
On the night before he died, Jesus took bread,
and when he had given you thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.’
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The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion
We who are many are one body in Christ. For we all share in the one bread.
After supper, he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith,
We eat this bread and drink this cup to proclaim the death of the Lord.
We do this until he returns. Come, Lord Jesus!
Father as we recall his saving death and glorious resurrection,
may we who share these gifts be renewed by your Holy Spirit
and united in the body of your Son.
Bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom,
there to feast at your table and join in your eternal praise:
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive praise and honour and
glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.
Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in your hearts with thanksgiving.

Communion Song: One Bread, One Body
Refrain
One bread, one body,
one Lord of all,
one cup of blessing
which we bless.
And we, though many,
throughout the earth,
we are one body
in this one Lord.

1 Gentile or Jew,
servant or free,
woman or man, no more.

3 Grain for the fields,
scattered and grown,
gathered to one, for all.

2 Many the gifts,
many the works,
one in the Lord of all.

2nd Communion Song: Lord Jesus Christ
Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us
You are one with us, Mary’s Son.
Cleansing our souls from all their sin
pouring your love and goodness in
Jesus our love for you we sing,
Living Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, now and every day
teach us how to pray, Son of God.
You have commanded us to do
this in remembrance Lord of you
Into our lives, your power breaks through,
Living Lord.
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Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you
live my life for you, Son of God.
All your commands I know are true,
your many gifts will make me new,
Into my life, your power breaks through,
Living Lord
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Gracious God, thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the body and blood
of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Thank you for assuring us of your goodness and love,
and that we are living members of Christ’s body.
Announcements: Please refer to the church newsletter for notices.

Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord
Almighty and eternal God, may we who have received this sacrament of your Son’s
body and blood worship you in all we do, proclaim your Word to our community, as
living members of Christ’s body.
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your
praise and glory.

The Benediction and Blessing
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn: Jesus put this Song into our hearts
Jesus put this song into our hearts
Jesus put this song into our hearts
It's a song of joy no one can take away
Jesus put this song into our hearts

Jesus taught us how to be a family
Jesus taught us how to be a family
Loving one another with the love that He gives
Jesus taught us how to be a family

Jesus taught us how to live in harmony
Jesus turned our sorrow into dancing
Jesus taught us how to live in harmony
Jesus turned our sorrow into dancing
Different faces, different races, He made us one Changed our tears of sadness into rivers of joy
Jesus taught us how to live in harmony
Jesus turned our sorrow into a dance

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen.

Sunday at Southlakes
Who is on what and when next Sunday:
16th January | Second Sunday after Epiphany

Are you on?

Deacon: Gospel: John 2:1-11
Welcomer:
Cantors
Ps: 36:5-10
2nd Reading: Revelation 4:1-6, 5:1-10
Prayers and Intercessions:

Bill Nicole / Rev Mel
Judith Atkins
Alec McNiven
Lesley Bracey
Jennie McNiven
Gail Turner
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