28th November 2021

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s ownership of all things (Psalm 24:1). We
recognise that God gave stewardship of these lands upon which we meet to the First Nations Peoples of this country
(Acts 17:26). In God’s sovereignty, God has allowed other groups to migrate to these shores. We acknowledge the
cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the community that we share together now. We pay our
respects to the traditional custodians of this land and their elders, both past and present, and those who are rising up
to become leaders.

Welcome and lighting of the Advent Candle
The Lord be with you

and also with you.

We light the first candle of Advent, which is the candle of hope.
Jesus, light of the world

we hope for change in our lives.

We watch and work together in hope

we wait for the coming of our Saviour.

The Scriptures say, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. For the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together.’ (Luke 3.4; Isaiah 40.5a)

Opening Song: How lovely on the mountains
How lovely on the mountains
Are the feet of Him
Who brings good news good news
Announcing peace
Proclaiming news of happiness
Our God reigns our God reigns

Ends of the earth,
see the salvation of your God
Jesus is Lord, is Lord.
Before the nations,
He has bared His holy arm:
your God reigns, your God reigns!

Chorus: Our God reigns our God reigns
Our God reigns our God reigns

Prayer of Approach
Let us pray.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Eternal God, through long generations you prepared a way for the coming of your Son, and by
your Spirit you still bring light to illuminate our paths: renew us in faith and hope that we may
welcome Christ to rule our thoughts and claim our love; to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Ministry of the Word
Heavenly Father, as we listen to your Word, grant to us ears that hear and eyes that see what
the Spirit is saying to our hearts. May your Word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory.
Amen.
The first reading is from the book of Jeremiah chapter 33 verses 14-16
14 “The

day will come, says the LORD, when I will do for Israel and Judah all the good things I
have promised them.
15 “In those days and at that time I will raise up a righteous descendant from King David’s line.
He will do what is just and right throughout the land.
16 In that day Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety.
And this will be its name: ‘The LORD Is Our Righteousness.’
Hear the word of the Lord

thanks be to God

The Psalm of the day is number 25 verses 1-15.
O LORD, I give my life to you.
I trust in you, my God! Do not let me be disgraced,
or let my enemies rejoice in my defeat.
3 No one who trusts in you will ever be disgraced,
but disgrace comes to those who try to deceive others.
4 Show me the right path, O LORD;
point out the road for me to follow.
5 Lead me by your truth and teach me, for you are the God who saves me.
All day long I put my hope in you.
6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and unfailing love,
which you have shown from long ages past.
7 Do not remember the rebellious sins of my youth.
Remember me in the light of your unfailing love, for you are merciful, O LORD.
8 The LORD is good and does what is right;
he shows the proper path to those who go astray.
9 He leads the humble in doing right, teaching them his way.
10 The LORD leads with unfailing love and faithfulness
all who keep his covenant and obey his demands.
1
2
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11 For

the honour of your name, O LORD, forgive my many, many sins.
are those who fear the LORD?
He will show them the path they should choose.
13 They will live in prosperity, and their children will inherit the land.
14 The LORD is a friend to those who fear him.
He teaches them his covenant.
15 My eyes are always on the LORD, for he rescues me from the traps of my enemies.
12 Who

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen
The second reading is from the first letter written by the Apostle Paul to the church at
Thessalonica, chapter 3 verses 9-13.
How we thank God for you! Because of you we have great joy as we enter God’s
presence. 10 Night and day we pray earnestly for you, asking God to let us see you again to fill the
gaps in your faith.
11 May God our Father and our Lord Jesus bring us to you very soon. 12 And may the Lord make
your love for one another and for all people grow and overflow, just as our love for you
overflows. 13 May he, as a result, make your hearts strong, blameless, and holy as you stand
before God our Father when our Lord Jesus comes again with all his holy people. Amen.
9

Hear the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Song: Jesus Stand Among Us
1 Jesus, stand among us
at the meeting of our lives;
be our sweet agreement
at the meeting of our eyes

2 So to You we’re gathering out
of reach and every land,
Christ the love between us
at the joining of our hands;

3 Jesus stand among us
at the breaking of the bread;
join us as one body as we
worship you, our Head.

Refrain:
O Jesus, we love you, so we gather here.
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.

Hearing the Gospel
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke chapter 21 verse 25-38.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
25 “And

there will be strange signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And here on earth the nations will
be in turmoil, perplexed by the roaring seas and strange tides. 26 People will be terrified at what
they see coming upon the earth, for the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then everyone
will see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power and great glory. 28 So when all these things
begin to happen, stand and look up, for your salvation is near!”
29 Then he gave them this illustration: “Notice the fig tree, or any other tree. 30 When the leaves
come out, you know without being told that summer is near. 31 In the same way, when you see all
these things taking place, you can know that the Kingdom of God is near. 32 I tell you the truth,
this generation will not pass from the scene until all these things have taken place. 33 Heaven and
earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear.
34 “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries
of this life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35 like a trap. For that day will come upon
everyone living on the earth. 36 Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough
to escape these coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.”
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37 Every

day Jesus went to the Temple to teach, and each evening he returned to spend the night
on the Mount of Olives. 38 The crowds gathered at the Temple early each morning to hear him.
Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon: Stepping stones when your world is shaken
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayer of the Week
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came among us in great
humility, that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who live and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Christmas Bowl – Prayers for Indonesia

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth nations will
be in distress, anxious over the roaring of the sea and the surging waves.” Jesus, the One coming
on the clouds with great power and great glory, we pray for all those people around the world
who are suffering from the effects of natural disasters and climate change. We pray especially
today for the people of the Indonesia as their livelihoods continue to be uprooted by climate
disasters and the pandemic. Bring hope and courage to all who suffer, to all who support them
and to all who work for the healing of the earth.

Prayers for the world and our community
God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world, be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world, be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon, be the centre, the focus of our lives
always, and particularly this Advent time.
God of hope, be with us in our Advent journey, be with us in our meeting
and in our travelling together, be with us in our worship
and our praying together, be with us in our hearts and minds
And particularly as we travel our Advent journey
This Advent-time we remember Mary and Joseph,
giving thanks for their faithfulness, courage and obedience.
be with us as we step out into the unknown.
As we, like them, rely on the strength of your Spirit,
be with us as we watch the fulfilment of your plan.
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We pray that their example be the pattern of our lives,
that when your gentle whisper breaks through the clamour of this world
We might be ready to listen be the peace and hope in whom we trust.
We remember your faithful people of every age
and those dear to us whom we now recall: [Insert the names on our prayer list].
May we, like them, place our trust in you, receive your healing word and follow in your way.

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.
Let us pray,
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh
of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Confession and Promise of Forgiveness
The Lord comes, bringing to light things now hidden in darkness, and disclosing the purposes of
the heart. Let us open our hearts and prepare for his coming, confessing our sins in penitence
and faith.
Merciful God, our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you in thought word and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
We repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us stand to receive God’s promise of forgiveness.

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Greeting of Peace
We have been forgiven! We have been set free! Therefore, we have peace with God with which
to share with others.
Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share in his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Gifts and offerings
Blessed are you, Lord and Father, who gives good gifts to his children.
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom. Blessed be God for ever.

Thanksgiving and Communion
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere mighty Creator, everliving God.
We give you thanks and praise of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who was looked for by the prophets, heralded by John the Baptist,
announced by an angel, born of the Virgin Mary,
and revealed at last to men and women of every race.
By his death on the cross and rising to new life,
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever praising you and saying,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine and grape
juice, and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat and drink them may be
partakers of Christ’s body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks, he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant,
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son,
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom;
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you Father, in songs of never-ending praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. We who are many are one body,
For we all share in the one bread.
Come and let us take this holy sacrament of the body of Christ in remembrance that he died for us
and feed on him in our hearts by faith and thanksgiving.

Communion Song: We have come into His House
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name to worship Him,
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name to worship Him,
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name
to worship Christ the Lord
worship Him, Christ the Lord.

So forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him and worship Him,
Let’s forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him and worship Him,
Let’s forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him
and worship Christ the Lord
worship Him, Christ the Lord.

Let us lift up holy hands
and magnify His Name and worship Him,
Let us lift up holy hands
and magnify His Name and worship Him,
Let us lift up holy hands and magnify His Name
and worship Christ the Lord
worship Him, Christ the Lord.

Communion Song: Make me a channel of your peace
Make me a channel of Your peace.
Where there is hatred let me bring Your love;
Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord;
And where there's doubt, true faith in You.

Make me a channel of Your peace.
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope;
Where there is darkness, only light;
And where there's sadness, ever joy.

Chorus:
Oh, master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved, as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of Your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving of ourselves that we receive;
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.

Announcements: Please refer to the Church enewsletter.
Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord
God of heaven, dwelling among us, we thank you for feeding us with this holy food. By your grace
keep us ever faithful to your Word made flesh that as his body in the world, we may bring your
presence to all people.
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and
remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn: God has Spoken to His people
God has spoken to His people, Alleluia!
And His words are words of wisdom, Alleluia!
Open your ears, O Christian people,
Open your ears, and hear good news.
Open your ears, O royal priesthood,
God has come to you,
God has come to you.

They who have ears to hear His message,
They who have ears then let him hear.
They who would learn, the way of wisdom,
Let them hear God’s word,
Let them hear God’s word.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen.

Next Sunday at Southlakes
5th December | 2nd Sunday of Advent

Are you on?

Deacon: Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
Cantors
1st Reading: Malachi 3:1-14 | Song of Zechariah (APBA p10)
2nd Reading: Philippians 1:1-11
Prayers and Intercessions:

Bill Nicolle
Jon Noble
Sue Noble
Gail Turner
Bob Ison & Elizabeth B
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