Let us use our mouth to

sow seeds of peace

Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ, it’s a privilege to once again, share with you the
message from today’s readings.
Although we can’t gather together, in that vital element of our lives as a loving Christian
community, we can still support each other, by prayer and contact by phone, ipad/computer via
zoom, or as today, via Youtube!
I pray, that today’s message, will enrich all our spirits, and give cause for reflection of how we live
out our lives as humble Christians, with a constant watch on our tongue!

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, as we gather together as living stones, part of your Church, we
ask the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts, kindling in them the fire of your love.
Almighty God, speak to us through your Holy Spirit, and as we walk in the light of your Spirit
may we grow in wisdom, always rejoicing in the comfort He brings, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
I don’t know about you, but today’s message, caused me to think deeply on two passages of
today’s readings from Holy Scripture, and consider my attitude and behaviour as a Christian.
For instance, the first, passage from James, Chapter 3 “So also the tongue is a small member, yet

it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a
fire.“
Ouch!!!
And then the passage from St Mark’s Gospel, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
Double Ouch!!!

And then, to top it all off, the primary message from Nehemiah, that it is not possible to obey the
law through our own willpower, we have always needed a Saviour, Jesus.
Wow! I constant reminder to me that I should always put God first in my attitude and my actions!
Don’t you love it when Holy Scripture speaks to you!
Such is the case for me, as we look at our 2nd reading, in a bit more detail and see that the focus
is on how faithful Christians, that’s us, speak about other human beings made in God’s own image
(James 3:9), calling us to account for abusive language.
To get to this argument, James begins with a meditation on human speech, in particular, the
potentially destructive power of the human tongue!
What are our thoughts when we think of our tongue as that which controls our whole being?
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Or perhaps, in today’s environment, what does it mean to think of our entire being as controlled
by what we post on social media?
Do we as Christians consider how our words, spoken or digital, affect our lives, both in the wider
society and within the community of faith?
James challenges us on how we speak to one another as members of the church.




What kinds of output do our mouths produce?
Does it build a person or group up…..or does it destroy?
Or is it just plain idle gossip?

James advises us, a consideration of how we speak to one another as informed by the ways we
speak to God. He goes on to reminds us that we are each made in God’s image. And then invites
us to consider the importance of silence, silence not only as a means to listen for God, but also as
a spiritual practice of bridling our tongues.
This reminds me of the saying “you have two ears & one mouth, use them in that ratio”, or as our
Kairos motto goes, the 4 L’s of Listen, Listen, love, Love.
To me, this links in beautifully to today’s Gospel reading from St Mark.
We notice once again the disciples fail to understand what Jesus is saying, and how they are
motivated by selfish ambition, as to which of them is the greatest.

Who will be # 1 when Jesus is gone!!!
This form of ambition is condemned by Jesus and also from our second reading from James. It’s
not ambition itself that is condemned, but false ambition. False ambition involves a desire to rule
others, to have that power of control!
We all know that it creates conflict and division and is very damaging to the unity of the
community.
True ambition, on the other hand, is the desire to serve others. The best and purest kind of
service is that which is rendered to the little ones, that is, to the most insignificant persons in the
community.
In Mark’s Gospel, this episode is set immediately after the Transfiguration and the spectacular
healing of a dramatically ill child, so you would think they should have been on a high!
But Jesus, instead of building on this, takes his disciples away and again tries to explain his
mission to them.
Do we continue to act like the disciples did back then, nodding wisely and bowing our heads
piously to the notion of the cross, and then we go away and argue about which of us, is the most
important?
Like the disciples, do we not see the connection between the power of God and the suffering and
death of Jesus and then, like them, are afraid to ask because we don’t want to know the answer?
And then do we want to get back to our interesting discussions about real power?
It is quite easy to see why the disciples, at this point in the story, might be arguing about which of
them is the greatest.
Three of them have just witnessed the Transfiguration, and so might well feel superior to the
others, who had not only been left at the bottom of the mountain, and remember they failed to
heal the sick boy, while Peter, James and John were witnessing Jesus talking with Moses and
Elijah.
One could imagine the possible heated discussion going on in the group!
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In the midst of all these rivalries, and with the power that they have seen around Jesus,
which they would long to be able to tap, how can they possibly pay attention to what Jesus
is saying?
And then, how can they not avoid being offended by the implication that some child, they
don’t even know is more important to Jesus than they, who have faithfully followed him
and given up so much to be his disciples?

Our society may pay lip service to the importance of children, but they are still the ones on whom
decisions are imposed, the ones who have to do as they are told.
In Jesus’s times, children would have had less freedom and importance than we accord them.
Jesus is deliberately choosing, as his example, someone with no status and power.

“This is me“, he says, pointing to the anonymous child. “If you want to be powerful, you won’t be
able to welcome someone like me,”

This is part of Jesus’s message that we – I have most defended ourselves – myself – against.
Instinctively we turn away from the belief that in this weakness and vulnerability, as in the rest of
his life, Jesus is showing us the nature of God.
In his healings, in all his teachings, in his resurrection, we agree – there we see God’s power.
But in the form of a helpless child? Surely not!
But the Christmas story tells us that that is precisely the route God chose to our salvation.
So, if we are called to be the followers of Christ, we like the disciples, need to start trying to follow
this path too.
We might need to start by approaching unexpected people with caution and awe.






The un-kept, tattooed person;
The homeless person;
The person who has been released from prison;
The ones we consider less important or good as ourselves; and
the kind of people who are almost invisible in our lives.

Might these be the ones in whom we welcome Christ?
But if this is frightening and hard, it is also liberating and easy.
Do we not realise we don’t need to earn our place anymore? We don’t have to be the centre of
everything, frantically trying to prove that we are interesting.
In the kingdom of God’s wonderful mercy, the minute we let go of this desperate obsession with
ourselves, we are where we should be – beloved, chosen and free.
No effort of ours can do it, and it doesn’t need to.
God has done all that needs doing, through the death and life of the Son.
God the Father welcomes us, we helpless children, as though we were that other child, the Son.
All we need to do is practise doing the same for others. Amen
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