Week 8

DAILY READING NOTES DURING PENTECOST
1 & 2 SAMUEL - RISE OF THE KINGS
Week

Passage

1

Samuel’s Story

1 Samuel 1-7

2

From Judges to Kings

1 Samuel 8

3

The People’s Choice for a King

1 Samuel 9-15

4

God’s Choice for a King

1 Samuel 16

5

Saul’s Demise; David’s Rise

1 Samuel 17-31

6

David’s Journey to the Throne

2 Samuel 1-5:5

7

David’s Rule and God’s Promise

2 Samuel 5:6-8:18

8

David’s Failures and Repentance

2 Samuel 9-12

9

The Consequences of David’s Failures

2 Samuel 13-20

10

Epilogue: Reflections on Kingship

2 Samuel 21-24

In these chapters, the story is a mixture of extraordinary victories and gutwrenching failures, of God’s gracious faithfulness and human sinfulness.
Chapter 9 shows David was a man of deep compassion for those in need
and victorious in battle, but as we hit chapter 11 our jaws drop and we are
left with our mouths open in shock! In these chapters, we see a range of
important truths about what God’s Kingdom is like.
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WEEK 8 | 2 SAMUEL 9 - 12
DAY 1
Read 2 Samuel 11:1-27
1. Last week we noticed a blemish in David’s story when he took many
wives and concubines against God’s commands (2 Samuel 5:13;
Deuteronomy 17:17). But in today’s passage we see David’s weakness
for women escalates to a whole new level! What did he do?

2.

What seems to be his motivation as he organised Uriah’s movements?

3.

What insight are we given into the human heart when it comes to sin?
What does this mean for the way we should think about human leaders
in God’s Kingdom?

Prayer: In the same way that we are given to see David’s sinful heart in this
passage, we see our own – not only to do what he knew to be wrong, but
to think he could cover it up and make it go away! What secrets do you
have in your life that you work hard to never let into the light of day? Ask
God to help you face those things and find forgiveness and healing from
the guilt they hold over you.
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WEEK 8 | 2 SAMUEL 9 - 12
DAY 2
Read 2 Samuel 12:1-12
1. How does God confront David’s sin?

2.

God’s law was clear that if a sheep was stolen restitution must be paid,
four sheep were to be returned for the theft of one (Exodus 22:1). Yet
hearing this story, David’s response is far more extreme (verse 5). His
response is more in line with Exodus 21:12-14. What does this law
prohibit and what is the consequence for breaking this law?

3.

How does David’s extreme response to hearing the injustice of Nathan’s
story powerfully prepare him to feel the gravity of his own sin?

4.

The judgment of God upon David’s sin is just and right, in the same way
his judgment on all humanity for their sin is just and right. In Romans
3:23 and 6:23 we see that everyone has sinned and that the wages of
our sin is death. When was the last time you felt the gravity of your sin
before
God?

Prayer: Thank God that He will not let sin go unpunished because He is a
just and righteous God. Pray that God helps you see your sin clearly so you
may know the wonder and depth of His grace towards you in Jesus.
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WEEK 8 | 2 SAMUEL 9 - 12
DAY 3
Read 2 Samuel 12:13-14 and Psalm 51:1-19
1. David’s response recorded in 2 Samuel is brief but to the point. We’ve
already seen that he should be put to death because of his sin yet he is
shown amazing grace (although not without consequences). Psalm 51
provides a wonderful insight into David’s repentant heart (because he
wrote it). How does David describe the problem of his sin before God
in this Psalm?
2.

While it’s possible to think he should ‘do stuff’ to make good for his sin,
David very helpfully identifies the total waste of time sacrifices would
be because God takes no pleasure in us pretending to be ok when we
are not. How does David describe the way he came before God when
faced with his sin?

3.

What does he want God to do for him?

4.

How does Psalm 51 reveal God’s grace as the only answer for sin? How
does that impact you today?

Prayer: Take some time today to reflect on David’s Psalm and turn it into a
prayer of your own.
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DAY 4
Read 2 Samuel 12:15-25
1. What is motivating David’s actions given he’s already been told by God
that the child will not live (verse 14)?

2.

Why might David think that God would be gracious towards the child?

3.

In what sense does what we ask of God reveal how we understand the
character of God?

Prayer: Ask God to increase your understanding of His grace towards you
so that your heart might be stirred to pray earnestly for others to
experience the same grace you have come to find through Jesus.
WEEK 8: 2 SAMUEL 9-12

WEEK 8: 2 SAMUEL 9 - 12
DAY 5
The series of events we’ve been reading these past few days began in
chapter 10 with an issue with the Ammonites. Instead of making sure this
matter was completely resolved, David was at home on his rooftop checking
out Bathsheba, which led to him sleeping with her and then using the
Ammonites to kill her husband to try and cover up his sin. We now find
ourselves back with David dealing with the Ammonites.
Read 2 Samuel 12:26-31
1. Despite David’s victory, a cloud now looms over the story. While this
battle against the Ammonites was won, another more significant battle
was lost – the battle for David’s godliness. How does this battle impact
the way we read about this victory?

2.

God’s grace might cover our sin, but the consequences of sin can cause
a real mess, one that lasts. How does this motivate you towards facing
your sin and living a godly life today?

Prayer: Where do you need to grow in godliness? How can you pray about
that today? What steps can you take towards putting sin to death and
growing in godliness?
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WEEK 8: 2 SAMUEL 9 - 12
PRAYER POINTS AND NOTES

This resource has been adapted from The Rise of the
Kings daily devotional developed by EV Church. EV
Church is an evangelical church on the Central Coast.

