25th July | 9th Sunday after
Be alert to God’s plan!

The heavenly hosts are watching!

Welcome and Opening Greeting
Grace and peace to you from God the Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our opening greeting follows the Song of the Church (APBA, 7-8)
Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance:
Govern and uphold them now and always.
Day by day we bless you: We praise your name for ever.
Keep us today, Lord from all sin: Have mercy on us, Lord have mercy.
Lord, show us your love and mercy: for we have put our trust in you.
In you, Lord, is our hope: let us never be put to shame.
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven,’ says the Lord. ‘Whoever eats of this bread
will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’ (John 6:51)

Opening Song: This is the day
This is the day, this is the day
that the Lord has made,
that the Lord has made.
We will rejoice, we will rejoice
and be glad in it,
and be glad in it.
This is the day
that the Lord has made,
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day
that the Lord has made.

This is the day, this is the day
when He rose again,
when He rose again.
We will rejoice, we will rejoice
and be glad in it,
and be glad in it.
This is the day
when He rose again,
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day
when He rose again.

This is the day, this is the day
when the Spirit came,
when the Spirit came.
We will rejoice, we will rejoice
and be glad in it,
and be glad in it.
This is the day
when the Spirit came,
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day,
when the Spirit came.

Prayer of Approach
Let us prepare our hearts for worship,

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, though
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Song of the Church
Today in place of the Gloria, we will say together the Song of the Church,
We praise you, O God: we acclaim you as the Lord.
All creation worships you: the Father everlasting.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven:
the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you:
the noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you:
throughout the world, the holy Church acclaims you:
Father, of majesty unbounded: your true and only Son,
worthy of all praise, and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Lord Christ, are the King of glory: the eternal Son of the Father.
When you took our flesh to set us free:
you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb.
You overcame the sting of death:
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory:
We believe that you will come to be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people, brought with the price of your own blood:
and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting.

Collect of the Day
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word and a
hunger for your truth: grant that, believing in the one whom you have sent, we may know him to
be the true bread of heaven and the food of eternal life, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you
and the Holy Spirit be glory and honour for ever and ever. Amen.

Ministry of the Word
Heavenly Father, open our ears that we may hear your truth, and our eyes that we may perceive
all that your Spirit desires to teach us. Amen.
The first reading is a summarised reading from Chapter 11 verses 1 to 15 of Samuel’s
second book.
In the spring of the year, when kings normally go out to war, David sent Joab and the Israelite
army to fight the Ammonites. They destroyed the Ammonite army and laid siege to the city of
Rabbah. However, David stayed behind in Jerusalem.
2 Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out of bed and was walking on the roof of
the palace. As he looked out over the city, he noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a
bath. 3 He sent someone to find out who she was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her; and
when she came to the palace, he slept with her. She had just completed the purification rites after
having her menstrual period. Then she returned home. 5 Later, when Bathsheba discovered that
she was pregnant, she sent David a message, saying, “I’m pregnant.”
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After learning of Bathsheba’s pregnancy, David made several attempts to cover up his sin,
strategizing for Uriah to be intimate with his wife. However, Uriah refused, believing such a
liberty would be dishonouring to the Ark and his fellow Israelites on the battlefield. Therefore,
David sent Uriah back to the front lines, requesting his placement be where the battle was
fiercest. When Uriah was killed, David took Bathsheba as his wife. The chapter closes:
27b But

the Lord was displeased with what David had done.

Hear the word of the Lord

thanks be to God.

A portion of the Psalm of the day, number 14
1 Only fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, and their actions are evil; not one of them does good!
2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the entire human race;
he looks to see if anyone is truly wise, if anyone seeks God.
3 But no, all have turned away; all have become corrupt.
No one does good, not a single one!
6 The wicked frustrate the plans of the oppressed,
but the LORD will protect his people.
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen.
The second reading is from Ephesians chapter 3 verses 14-21.
3 As I briefly wrote earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me. 4 As you read what I
have written, you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ. 5 God did not reveal it
to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets.
6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share equally in the
riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the promise of
blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been
given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News.
8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of
telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to
explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret from
the beginning.
10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the
unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal plan, which he carried
out through Christ Jesus our Lord.
12 Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s
presence. 13 So please don’t lose heart because of my trials here. I am suffering for you, so you
should feel honoured.
14 When

I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, 15 the Creator of everything in
heaven and on earth. 16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you
with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you
trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have
the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how
deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand
fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.
20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish
infinitely more than we might ask or think. 21 Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus
through all generations forever and ever! Amen.
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Hear the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Song: As we are gathered
As we are gathered, Jesus is here,
one with each other, Jesus is here;
Joined by the spirit, washed in His blood,
part of the body, the Church of God.
As we are gathered, Jesus is here,
one with each other, Jesus is here.

As we are gathered, Jesus is here,
one with each other, Jesus is here;
Joined by the spirit, washed in His blood,
part of the body, the Church of God.
As we are gathered, Jesus is here,
one with each other, Jesus is here.

The Gospel of our Lord
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, chapter 6 commencing at
verse 1 to 21. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the Sea of
Tiberias. 2 A huge crowd kept following him wherever he went, because they saw his miraculous
signs as he healed the sick. 3 Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his disciples around
him. 4 (It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.) 5 Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of
people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all
these people?” 6 He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do.
7 Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money to feed them!”
8 Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. 9 “There’s a young boy here with five barley
loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?”
10 “Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy slopes. (The men
alone numbered about 5,000.) 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed
them to the people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And they all ate as much as they
wanted. 12 After everyone was full, Jesus told his disciples, “Now gather the leftovers, so that
nothing is wasted.” 13 So they picked up the pieces and filled twelve baskets with scraps left by
the people who had eaten from the five barley loaves.
14 When the people saw him do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the Prophet
we have been expecting!” 15 When Jesus saw that they were ready to force him to be their king,
he slipped away into the hills by himself.
16 That evening Jesus’ disciples went down to the shore to wait for him. 17 But as darkness fell and
Jesus still hadn’t come back, they got into the boat and headed across the lake toward
Capernaum. 18 Soon a gale swept down upon them, and the sea grew very rough. 19 They had
rowed three or four miles when suddenly they saw Jesus walking on the water toward the boat.
They were terrified, 20 but he called out to them, “Don’t be afraid. I am here!” 21 Then they were
eager to let him in the boat, and immediately they arrived at their destination!
This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon: Smile! The heavenly hosts are watching you!
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayer of the Week
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
increase and multiply your grace and mercy, so that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may fix
our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is
unseen is eternal. Grant this, holy Father, through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers for God’s mission and upcoming ministries
The person rostered to lead prayers is asked to insert any relevant and specific items, global
issues which require our prayers.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you have taught us to pray and to give thanks for all people:
Receive our prayers for the universal Church, Christ’s body, that it may know the power of your
Spirit, and that all your children may agree in truth of your holy word and live in unity and godly
love.
Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may see your truth.
We pray for your servant, our Bishop Peter, and Assistant Bishops Charlie and Sonia, and for all
who minister through the teaching of your Word and the administration of your sacraments.
Purify their lives and set on fire their hearts, so the communities to which they have been called
may be drawn to you.
Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may see your truth.
We pray for those who have authority and responsibility in Australia, for Scott Morrison, Gladys
Berejiklian, and for Dr Kerry Chant, NSW’s Chief Health Care Officer and all those who are working
tirelessly to navigate this troublesome health crisis. We ask you to give them wisdom and
discernment, grace and understanding, that they may work together to promote peace and
justice, and wellbeing in our nation. Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may see your truth.
For our community here at Southlakes, we pray that we may each be faithful to walk in the
individual calling you have placed upon our lives. May we walk according to your Word with
reverent and obedient hearts, serving you courageously all the days of our life.
Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may see your truth.
Help us, Heavenly Father, to see the blessing of wearing this mask.
Let it be “an outward sign of an inward grace”, a tangible and visible way of loving my
neighbours, as I love myself. Lord Jesus, since my lips are covered, uncover my heart, that
people would see my smile in the crinkles of my eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to
speak clearly, not only with my words, but with my actions. May the words that proceed from my
mouth be those of blessing, encouragement and hope. Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears,
remind me to listen carefully, fully caring of those who I meet. May this simple piece of cloth be a
shield and banner, and each breathe that it holds, be filled with your love.
Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may see your truth.
Father of all comfort, heal those who are in trouble, sorrow, need or sickness. We specifically
name those on our prayer list. Help us to respond to your Spirit’s promptings, by not just praying
for others, but being willing to participate in the answering of our prayers as your Spirit leads us.

Join with me in praying together,
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Thank you, Father for your promise to not only hear our prayers, but to grant that
what we have asked through faith we receive in the name of your Son Jesus. Amen.

We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Confession and promise of forgiveness
Knowing the goodness of God, let us confess our sins.
God of mercy, we humbly admit that we need your help.
We have wandered from your way. We have sinned in thought, word and deed, and
failed to do what is right. You alone can save us.
Have mercy on us, wipe out our sins and teach us to forgive others.
Bring forth in us the fruit of your Spirit
that we may live as disciples of Christ.
This we ask in the name of Jesus our Saviour. Amen.

The Minister will declare the promise of forgiveness:

You, who once were far away, have been brought near through the blood of Christ: he himself is
your peace. Therefore, in Christ your sins are forgiven and you are set free to live as examples of
God’s generous grace and kindness. Amen.

Greeting of Peace
We have been washed. We have been sanctified. Let us therefore share in the peace we have
received.
Together, we are his house. The cornerstone is Christ himself.
We are a holy temple for the Lord His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Thanksgiving and Communion
The Lord be with you And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.
You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power,
for you created all things making us in your own image.
We praise you for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who by his death on the cross and rising to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and
obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.
Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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And now, gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray that we who
receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according to our Saviour’s word, in remembrance
of his suffering and death, may share his body and blood.
On the night before he died, Jesus took bread, and when he had given you thanks he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out for you and for many.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
We eat this bread and drink this cup to proclaim the death of the Lord.
We do this until he returns. Come, Lord Jesus!
Father as we recall his saving death and glorious resurrection, may we who share these gifts be
renewed by your Holy Spirit and united in the body of your Son.
Bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom, there to feast at your table and
join in your eternal praise:
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive praise and honour and glory and power
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion
As this broken bread was once many grains,
which have been gathered together and made one bread:
so may your church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.
Let us draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in our hearts with thanksgiving.

Communion Song: You are the Vine
You are the Vine,
we are the branches,
keep us abiding in You.
You are the Vine,
we are the branches,
keep us abiding in You.

Then we’ll grow in Your love,
then we’ll go in Your name,
that the world will surely know
that you have power to heal and
to save.

You are the Vine,
we are the branches,
keep us abiding in You.

2nd Communion Song: Lord let me see
Lord let me see, see more and more,
see the beauty of a person,
not the colour of the skin,
see the faces of the homeless
with no-one to take them in,
see discouragement because she'll never win:
see the face of our Lord in the pain:
Lord let me see.
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Lord let me hear, hear more and more,
hear the sounds of great rejoicing,
hear a person barely sigh;
hear the ring of truth, and hollowness
of those who live a lie;
hear the wail of starving people who will die;
hear the voice of our Lord in the cry:
Lord let me hear.
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Lord let me care, care more and more,
Lord let me learn, learn more and more,
care for those who feel the loneliness,
learn that what I know is just a speck
for those who have no say,
of what there is to know;
care for friends who have no job and
learn from listening to my neighbour
find it hard to face the day,
when I'd rather speak and go;
care for those with whom
learn that as we live in faith and trust we grow;
we sing and work and pray:
learn to see, hear and care, with our Lord:
and in care Jesus Christ will be found:
Lord let me learn.
Lord let me care.
Lord let me love, love more and more,
love the loveless and the fragile,
help them be what they can be,
love the way that I would like them
to be looking after me;
for to know you is to love them and be free,
and in love Jesus Christ will be found:
Lord let me love.

3rd Communion Song: Kneels at the feet of His friends
Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet:
master who acts as a slave to them.

These are the ones we should serve,
these are the ones we should love;
all these are neighbours to us and you.

Neighbours are wealthy and poor,
varied in colour and race,
neighbours are near us and far away.

Loving puts us on our knees,
silently washing their feet,
this is the way we should live with you.

Yesu, Yesu,
fill us with your love,
show us how to serve
the neighbours we have from you.

Announcements:

Please refer to the church newsletter for notices.

Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord
Almighty and eternal God, may we who have received this sacrament of your Son’s body and
blood worship you in all we do, proclaim your word to our community, as living members of
Christ’s body.
Father, We offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.
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The Benediction and Blessing
God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you the Spirit to make you wise and reveal
Christ to you, so that you may know him better;
the eyes of your heart be opened to see his light to know:
the hope to which he has called you, the riches of glory he promises to his people,
his power available to all who believe;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you and remain
with you always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen.

Closing Hymn: I the Lord of sea and sky
I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain;
I have wept for love of them.
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall I send?

I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts are satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord; is it I, lord?
I have heard you calling in the night;
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
Sunday at Southlakes
Who is on what and when next Sunday:
1st August | 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Deacon: Gospel: John: 6:24-35
Cantors
1st Reading & Ps: 2 Sam 11:26-12:13a |
Ps 51:1-12 Readings to be significantly shortened
2nd Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16
Prayers and Intercessions:
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Are you on?
Dawn Scaramella
To be determined
Cate Bowley
Pam Johnson
Elizabeth Bissaker and Bob Ison
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What’s coming up at Southlakes

Notices and upcoming events:
Bishop Charlie’s Visit – Sunday 8th August
We are pleased to expect a visit from Assistant Bishop Charlie in August. So put this date in your
calendar as I’m sure Bishop Charlie is looking forward to seeing you all again.
For those who follow the lectionary
During the season of Pentecost, the lectionary proceeds into readings from 1 Kings, Song of
Songs, Proverbs, Esther and Job. Commencing with Transfiguration Sunday, which we will
celebrate on Sunday, 8th August, we will devote three weeks to studying the life of Daniel, called
“Courageous Living in Corrupt and Turbulent Times”. Then, we’ll delve into a series on the
prophet Nehemiah, called “Building Walls in Troubled Times”. We’ll return to the lectionary
reading on the 18th Sunday after Pentecost with Esther, learning “Courage in Times of Threat”.
When the Rise of the Kings devotional concludes, a new devotional on the book of Daniel will be
available for personal study.
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