20th June | 4th Sunday after
Living as faithful ministers of the Gospel.
In today’s reading from Paul’s second letter to the believers at Corinth, he commended the
example of his own ministry – calling every disciple of Christ to live as a faithful minister of the
Gospel. That means we are to remain faithful to speak of Jesus’ salvation despite experiencing
hardship, struggles or being despised or ridiculed by people.
In today’s message, Br Bill Nicolle will alert us to the powerful ministry of Cursillo, and its ability to
transform us from pew-warmers, to participators in God’s mission in the world.
The following is a transcript of the skit which will be performed as part of Bill’s message.

Loving Lord. We pray for those who walk alongside us sharing tasks, sharing vision and pressing forward to
build your Kingdom here on earth. Grant us ears to listen, eyes that are open and lips that speak of your
love, hope, beauty, peace and mercy. In Jesus Name. Amen.
Narrator:
Friends, We want take you on a little mind-trip where you will have to use your
imagination and even your singing voices at one point ….. So we need your help…
Our characters are Narrator (that’s me), Jeanette (the Cursillista – that is someone who has
attended Cursillo), RevMel, (the prospective Cursillo Candidate), the Parish Council
Chairman, Stuart, and the Rector, Beth.
We shall start our play in the past - And as we approach the end of a typical Parish Council
Meeting in the Parish of St. Ethelred’s…
Stuart:

…and that was moved by Mr Holmes, seconded by Mrs Watson. All in favour?

All: Aye
Stuart: All those on Zoom have voted too – so that’s carried. Now we can safely say that the
radiator near the organ will be replaced shortly. Is there any more business? (Pause - looks
around) …
Beth:
Well, I haven’t had any volunteers for the Prayer Group or the evangelism course as
yet…
Stuart: That’s unfortunate… As it’s a bit late, we should hold that over to the next meeting
which will be on the third Tuesday Evening as per usual… I declare the meeting closed. Mel,
you will do the usual memo for the pewslip?
Mel: As per normal, yes.

(Sound of general murmuring as meeting breaks up)
Jeanette: Oh Mel, before you go, I just wanted to talk to you for a moment, if I could?
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Mel: Yes
Jeanette: I was wondering whether you would be interested in attending the next Cursillo 3 Days
at Catalina Conference Centre - it’s on in August?
Mel: Cursillo? Isn’t that a four-legged, armour-plated mammal?
Jeanette: No, that’s an Armadillo!
Mel: Oh… I have actually heard of Cursillo, but it’s all a bit secret, isn’t it?
Jeanette: Not at all. Cursillo is actually a Spanish word meaning “A short Course”.
Mel: Why would I need a short course in Spanish?
Jeanette:

It’s not a course in Spanish – it’s a short course in Christianity.

Mel: Look Jeanette, I’ve been coming to this Church for 35 years and half of that time I have
been Parish Secretary. I have been on just about every committee or roster you could
imagine – I’ve been a welcomer, a Lesson reader, a Church cleaner – a bean counter… I
don’t think I need a short course in Christianity – anyway, it sounds foreign – and why is a
course in Christianity called by a Spanish word like Cursillo?
Jeanette: Well, it started in Spain in the late 1940s as a means for renewing commitment in the
Catholic Church but its methods have been adapted by other Christian denominations
throughout the world.
Mel: It’s not some sort of secret society like those crazies in Dan Brown’s book “The Da Vinci
Code”?
Jeanette:

Of course not! It starts with a 3-day weekend.

Mel: Oh, so it’s a conference?
Jeanette: Not exactly, it’s quite casual and relaxed and there is a succession of talks, by ordinary
people from across the Diocese about their experiences. But the real success of Cursillo is
being in community with the other Christians who attend.
Mel: And that’s it? There must be some catch?
Jeanette: Well there are discussions and activities and singing. There is fun and laughter but times
of seriousness. Each day begins with Prayer, followed by breakfast and there is usually a
Eucharist celebrated.
Mel: My friend went to a Mothers Union Conference where it was mentioned… and… well, I
thought Cursillo sounded a bit like a secret club… or a group of weird “happy clappers”… And
it’s probably expensive!
Jeanette: Far from it, it’s a time to explore with others our ideals in life, prayer, meditation, study
and action – and to have a good time while we’re doing it. And have I got a deal for you –
this year it’s FREE!!!
Mel: Free? Like in No cost to me? What about food? What about a bed? I need my comforts – I
don’t have to wear sackcloth or anything do I?
Jeanette: Don’t be silly – This year it is paid for by others who have attended – Cursillistas they are
called. Anyway, there’s no pressure, pray about it and let me know if you’re interested.
Mel: Cursillistas??? Sounds a bit like the Don Quixote novel… I don’t have to ride a horse & joust
at windmills do I?
Jeanette: Don’t be silly – but just think about it…
Narrator: The scene fades… and we arrive at the Cursillo weekend – sshhh… we appear to have
arrived in the middle of some sort of impromptu concert… They are all singing… (This is

where you, the congregation, will show your singing talent…)

Page 2

Interpose song… (Tune “Hello Muddah Hello Faddah – Alan Sherman)
Scene: We are now at a Cursillo weekend
Hello loved ones, friends and fellows,
Here we are at, Our Cursillo. Life is very, interesting and some talks we’ve heard have really
been quite testing.
Early service, in the Morning,
Bright and early, whilst day dawning.
It’s quite good here, at Cursillo,
But the Early mornings
make me miss my pillow.

We’ve had good times, lots of bonding,
And we all feel that, GOD’s responding.
Learned a lot - some new directions
And we all have been transformed
with new connections.

There are Clergy. There are Doctors.
Lay directors, then there’s Proctors.
There’s accountants, and there’s gophers,
But there’s no TV or lounging ‘round on
Sofa’s.

As we leave here, God goes with us,
Friend’s, Amigo’s, Cursillistas,
Heirs of Jesus, Sisters, brothers,
Now we must take all this home
and share with others.

There’s been healing, and real sharing
Joyous singing - lots of caring
Barriers broken, souls enlightened
And to think I wouldn’t come
cause I was frightened
Bill: And now we make another time-leap … To a date after the Cursillo… We are back at a Parish
Council Meeting… (Déjà vu !!!)

Scene: A Parish Council Meeting
Stuart:

…and that was moved by Miss Abbott, seconded by Mr. Costello. All in favour?

All: Aye
Stuart:

Carried. Now, is there any more business? (Pause) …Very well then…

Mel: Yes, I’d like us to set up a Mission Action Team to work out goals for the Parish and maybe
set up an Alpha evangelism team.
Stuart:

Oh, well Mel, that’s really the Rector’s province… any other business?

Mel: Do we Lay-Christians expect the Rector to do it all? Aren’t we called by Jesus to follow Him?
Sharing the Good News is OUR task not just the Rector’s… and apart from that she could do
with a hand.
Beth:Mel’s right… I could do with a hand, as she puts it… and I have been grateful for her
encouragement of late. I have even had a few Parishioners tell me how she has helped them
just by being there for them,
Stuart:
Mel, what did they feed you on at Cursillo? Steroids??? You have been a different
person since you came back. You’re like the Energiser Bunny… but I don’t know if we have
the Parishioners to set up an Alpha team.
Beth:I agree with Mel’s idea – and maybe we could set up an Alpha team with the help of Saint
John Vianney – an effort by adjoining Parishes could be more effective…
Jeanette: I know a number of persons in that Parish who might help.
Stuart:

How do you know people in other Parishes?

Jeanette: Through Cursillo, it has helped me look beyond the Parish and to make new
connections with other Christians.
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Stuart:
Beyond the Parish? Good grief, I don’t think I know all of our Parishioners yet. Well…
I’ll put it to the meeting… all in favour…
All: Aye
Stuart:
Next meeting will be on the third Tuesday Evening as per usual… I declare the
meeting closed… at last.
Everyone starts to disperse.
Mel (to Stuart):

I don’t suppose you would like to go to Cursillo?

(Slight Pause)
*************************
This is where we came in … Well, you have learned a little about the three day weekend, but the
most important thrust of Cursillo is what happens after that when you return to your home
environment – and resume your Christian journey hopefully renewed and inspired. We call that your
4th Day.
I’d like to invite Jeannette, Beth and Stuart to give a very short summary from each of us as to our
experience of Cursillo and how it has contributed to our Christian journey.
If you are interested in attending a Women’s Cursillo weekend it is on 12th to 15th August or the
Men’s Cursillo Weekend is on 26th to 29th August. See Bill Nicolle or Jeannette for more details.
What if I can’t attend, but want to help?
As we have done in today’s service, please pray for the team organising the upcoming Cursillo
weekend, and for those who the Lord is drawing to attend them. Also, courage for everyone to
invite someone who may be open to attend either the Men’s or Women’s weekend.

Discussion and Reflection Questions
1.

How are you living as a faithful minister of the Gospel?

2.

To what degree do you fear the ridicule or rejection of others over your faith?

3.

How do you ‘preach the faith’? Are there more ways to preach than from a pulpit on
Sunday?

4.

To what extent is your home a temple of the Holy Spirit?

5.

Reread 2 Corinthians 6:1-18 – which part of the passage convicts you?

Two Devotionals this week:
The Rise of the Kings | 1 & 2 Samuel | Week 3
As we are giving attention to the New Testament series of Paul’s second
letter to the church at Corinth our devotional will focus on the Old Testament
lectionary passages which journey through 1 and 2 Samuel.

The Journey toward a life of prayer | Robert and Maureen Marsh
Last Sunday Robert and Maureen Marsh shared their journey from reluctant
prayers to embarking on learning how to become powerful intercessors. I have
provided a transcript of their time with us and the prayer schedule they shared.
The transcript has been separated into daily readings with reflection questions
added so as to form a daily devotional.
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