13th June | 3rd Sunday of Pentecost
First Pentecost Series: 2 Corinthians
We are God’s ambassadors in the world.
God has given to us a ministry of reconciliation and
appointed us to be His ambassadors in the world.
Main verse:
“So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us.
We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” (2 Corinthians 5:20)
Intro | As many of you know I am a bit
of a ‘West Wing’ fan – an American
political drama which aired about ten
years ago. Whenever I hear the word
‘ambassador’ I think of an episode in
which The President of the United
States, played by Martin Sheen,
appointed Lord John Marbury as Great
Britain’s Ambassador to the United
States.
When the President hands him his
certificate he says,
“Lord Marbury, I accept your letter of credence from Queen Elizabeth and by affixing my signature
and seal do hereby declare you to be an Ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the
United States”
Then congratulatory handshakes abound as they celebrate the prestigious appointment.
Lots of big words ‘ambassador’, ‘extraordinary’ and who has ever heard the word ‘plenipotentiary’?
Well just like some of these words are a bit confusing, as we read the New Testament it can
become a bit confusing to keep in balance all that the Gospel writers and the Apostles call us to
be and do in our lives.
We know we are taught how to treat each other, how to speak to people, and how to interact and
live in the world. We know we are to be easily distinguishable from the world around us, yet not
withdraw from society and live as hermits. We know we are to interact and live in the world and
yet remain uncorrupted by it.
We know we are called to become like Christ – that certainly fulfills the ‘extraordinary’ goal.
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But then there is the word ‘Ambassador’ which is not so strange to our ears – and it is a term
from which we can learn a lot.
“Now then,” he says, “we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading
through us: we implore on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
The Greek word here translated “ambassador” is presbueo, which means “to act as a
representative”. The Latin equivalent used by the Romans (who were in power at the time) was
legatus or “legate” in English, which had several meanings including that of a diplomatic emissary
sent on a mission abroad.
Remember in The West Wing the President used the word ‘plenipotentiary’? This word comes
from the Latin plenus "full" and potens "powerful" which means a diplomat who is fully authorized
to represent a government having "full powers" in their role.
All these big words go together to help us see that being chosen and appointed as Ambassador
was a great honour.
Firstly, what exactly is an ambassador?
Ambassadors are the highest-ranking representatives of their governments abroad, and their
primary responsibility is to represent and work towards the best interests of their government or
head of state. They are not elected—instead they are chosen by the government or head of state,
and it is a huge honour to be chosen as one. We, too, were bestowed with an enormous honour
when God called and chose us to follow Him (I Corinthians 1:26).
When an ambassador is chosen and sent to live and work in a foreign country, they still remain a
citizen of their home country but follow that country’s laws above their own. Peter and the other
apostles stated the same when told not to teach in Jesus’ name in Jerusalem any more, telling the
officers coming to arrest them, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). This doesn’t
mean that we can ignore all of our host country’s laws (though today’s ambassadors often can).
Jesus told His disciples to “render therefore unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God’s” (Luke 20:25). We have to pay taxes, obey traffic laws, and keep from
committing crimes, but when the laws of the land and God’s law conflict, our highest allegiance is
always to God.
That’s why Christ often warned His disciples, that ultimate allegiance to God will mean we will be
unpopular for refusing to conform to the world’s standards. “If the world hates you, you
know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would
love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you” (John 15:19). This doesn’t mean we should just isolate
ourselves from society, though. Jesus also told His disciples that they were “the light of the world”
and that “a city on a hill cannot be hid” (Matt. 5:14), and told them to go into the world to make
disciples—we clearly have a responsibility to fulfill.
So, what are the responsibilities of an Ambassador?
The primary responsibility of an ambassador is to accurately represent and advocate for their
home country’s goals while abroad. In order to do this, they have to be thoroughly acquainted
with their countries policies, thoughts, and which outcomes are favourable or unacceptable.
Similarly, we have to have a full, working (that means practical and useful) knowledge of God’s
plan—what has brought us to this point in history, how He plans to accomplish His end goal, and
what our role is and will be—in order to be effective ambassadors for God and Christ on earth.
One important thing to remember is that up until the last several decades, ambassadors (much
like military leaders) had to do their work almost completely isolated from their country and ruler.
It is only since the mass adoption of the telephone that ambassadors have been able to check in
constantly with their country’s government to receive directions and permission to make decisions.
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For thousands of years before that, ambassadors lived in a foreign country, isolated except for an
occasional letter or visitor from their home, conversing with foreign governments, proposing
treaties, and helping further diplomatic relationships between countries. This was a huge
responsibility and made it especially crucial that they understood their missions, their Prime
Minister or King’s desires and goals, and how to achieve them.
Likewise, God does not give us a script or dictate exact actions or conversations over the phone.
Instead, He gives us a manual with a host of guidelines, examples, some hard-and-fast do’s and
don’ts, and tells us what our ultimate goal is (eternal life in His kingdom). He does not tell us
every minute step we must take to get there and every trial we’ll face along the way. He gives us
His spirit, His laws and teachings, and then empowers us to live our lives and make our own
choices. We can go to him and ask Him questions. Sometimes we’ll get an immediate answer, but
more often the answer is “look at the instruction manual.”
This is why we must spend time reading the bible, studying it and thinking about it, learning its
nuances and connections. We must spend time in prayer with God so that the lines of
communication are open and understandable. This way when a situation arises, a conversation
reaches a critical point, or a decision must be made, we already have the clarity of purpose to
know how to proceed. This training is especially important because not only are we currently
ambassadors, but this role is preparing us for our future eternal position leading and ruling as
kings and priests in God’s kingdom.
One interesting aspect of ambassadorship is that the embassy is considered property of the
ambassador’s home country. So if you visit an Australian embassy in Paris, you are stepping onto
Australian soil when you walk in. As ambassadors for Christ, anyone who comes into contact with
us should realize that they’re dealing with something a little different. Our homes should be like a
little sanctuary of heaven. We should “reflect the glory of the Lord” and look “more like him as
we are changed into his glorious image” (II Cor. 3:18 NLT). That doesn’t mean that we’re going
around shoving our beliefs in others’ faces, but rather than when someone comes into contact
with us they should be able to see and feel God in our company.
What are some characteristics of an Ambassador?
It is essential that ambassadors have a firm foundation—they must be a strong leader, respected
and trusted, passionate about their job, with a strong sense of patriotism for their home country.
Our foundation is, likewise, of absolute importance. Without a solid foundation of God’s word, His
plan, and His purpose for us through repentance and baptism, we can quickly become out of our
depth when confronted by difficulty (Heb. 6:1).
They also need to be well-informed about their home and host countries’ history and current
circumstances, able to understand potential obstacles, read situations and know the best course
of action. Paul tells us we, too, must “walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil…do not be unwise, but understand
what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:15).
One thing ambassadors must always be conscious of is the fact that they are a minority in their
host country (as God’s people are in the world) and be able to relate to many different types of
people (1 Corinthians 9:19-22).
They must always be diplomatic, using tact, wisdom, and discretion to navigate a foreign country.
As Christ’s ambassadors, we must remember that we are not told to go around offending people
left and right, even when we disagree with the way they’re living their lives.
Paul gives us a good rule of thumb to live by, saying, “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your
mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers” (Eph.
4:29). In other words, a good ambassador (whether worldly or of Christ) knows when to speak,
and that sometimes keeping your mouth shut is the wisest and most loving course.
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We’re told our speech should be “with grace, seasoned with salt”—in other words, adding flavour
and benefiting the hearer (Colossians 4:16). We are to always be ready to give an answer, but an
answer that is right not only in content but also in tone and communication for the audience.
Along with gracious and wise speech, ambassadors much have the ability to teach and lead
others. For Christ’s ambassadors, this is an incredibly important trait now but even more so in the
kingdom, when we will be teaching and training the whole world. Paul tells Timothy, “A servant of
the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those
who are in opposition” (2 Timothy 2:24).
The bible gives us myriad qualities we should be cultivating to help us become better and more
effective ambassadors for Christ. Paul, in particular, was fond of writing whole lists of character
traits (Titus 1:5-9, I Timothy 3). These lists cover all sorts of ground, from self-control and
patience, to soundness of faith and gentleness, to very practical things such as being hospitable
(of extreme importance to worldly ambassadors as well).
Finally, a good ambassador is entirely grounded in ethical and moral judgment because they are
constantly facing situations that do not have black-and-white answers. The only way for Christ’s
ambassadors to be able to do this is to have God’s spirit dwelling in them and be connected to
Him 24/7. Paul wrote to Timothy that he must “be diligent to present yourself approved to
God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Timothy 2:15). Our role in the kingdom will be ruling, leading, and judging the nations, and we
have to be preparing for this in our physical lives today.
Are we becoming good ambassadors for Christ?
We are to be Christ’s representatives here on earth for the present. We are called to be strangers
in this world—not to blend in, but courageously represent and advocate for our home country as
well as we possibly can until it is time to dwell in our home country for eternity. Paul encouraged
the scattered Hebrews with this thought:
“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar
off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a
homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come
out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is a
heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has
prepared a city for them” (Hebrews 11:13-16)

Discussion and Reflection Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What aspect of today’s message challenged you?
If you had to apply for the position of God’s Ambassador within your local community,
what skills do you think you may need to develop to be able to fulfil the role?
What are the primary challenges you may face as God’s ambassador?
To what extent is your home a ‘little slice of heaven’ or a ‘heavenly embassy’?
Image fulfilling the role of God’s ambassador was illegal – and you were arrested – would
there be any evidence to convict you?

Pentecost Devotional:
The Rise of the Kings | 1 & 2 Samuel
As we are giving attention to the New Testament series of Paul’s second letter to
the church at Corinth our devotional will focus on the Old Testament lectionary
passages which journey through 1 and 2 Samuel.
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