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9th May | 6th Sunday of Easter
Praying in the mighty name of Jesus

Main Point:

Jesus instructed his disciples to pray directly to his Father, but always
using the power and authority that accompanies his name. The name of
Jesus has authority and power in both the physical and in the spiritual
realm.
Intro |
There is one thing I detest more than eating brains, it is calling a number only to be answered by
a computer-operated answering machine.
But I have often wondered what if God decided to install a mega-automated computerized
answering machine in heaven to handle His many callers?
Imagine praying and hearing this:

“Thank you for calling the Father’s House. Your call is important to us. Please select from one of
the following four options.
Press 1 for requests. Press 2 for thanksgivings. Press 3 for complaints. For all other inquiries, or to
speak to one of our friendly angels, Press 4.”
When you press 4, because your prayer doesn’t fit any of those prescribed categories, you hear:

“All the angels are helping other customers now. Your call has been placed in a cue and will be
answered by the first available angel.”
“Our new divine phone system now offers ‘music by King David’ for your easy listening pleasure.”
So far so good … you wait …. but what if you called and heard:

“We are currently experiencing a high call volume. Please refer to our online self-service option,
or Press 1 and leave your name and number and we’ll call you back when we’re next available.
Goodbye.”
For some people, it can feel a bit like that when they pray.
But, today, we’ll learn that not only can you never call your heavenly Father too often, but Jesus
has also given us the Father’s direct number, so you need only ring once and He’ll always answer.
Because of Jesus, you never get a busy signal nor are you ever put on hold.
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Jesus has given us God’s instant caller ID, who knows every caller personally and hears and
receives every call.
How do we know this?
Jesus told his disciples, “This is what I want you to do: Ask the Father for whatever is in
keeping with the things I’ve revealed to you. Ask in my name, according to my will, and
he’ll most certainly give it to you. Your joy will be a river overflowing its banks!” (John
16:23-24 The Message)
Whatever we ask—anything at all—if we ask it in the name of Jesus, He will do it for us. It would
be hard to find a promise broader than that. “Whatever you ask…in my name…I will do it.”
And before you say, ‘hang on, a minute!’ This is not the only time Jesus made this outrageous
promise. (Also in John 14:13-14).
How do we get God’s direct number?
We ask, “in the name of Jesus.”
Now, over the years praying in Jesus’ name has almost become like a formula we add at the end of
our prayers. In fact, we are so used to hearing “in Jesus’ name, Amen” that we feel uncomfortable
if we don’t hear it when someone prays.
And – to some extent- that is for good reason.
Today, I’d like to suggest five reasons why Jesus told us to pray in His name.
1. When you pray in Jesus’ name, you are confessing your faith that Jesus Christ is the
only way to God.
At Easter we talked about how Jesus unique offering of his life, gave us access to the throne room
of God (Hebrews 10:19-20). If we were living in the Old Testament a thick curtain separated us
from the Most Holy Place. That thick curtain was a constant reminder we could not approach God
directly, on our own. [It would be a bit like praying and getting heaven’s answer machine I
mentioned earlier].
But now, through Jesus perfect sacrifice of Himself, the veil was torn into two and Jesus entered
into God’s presence. Because we are united with Him by faith, wherever He goes, we go with Him.
It is precisely in this sense that every prayer offered in Jesus’ name guarantees an entry into the
presence of God.
The name of Jesus is God’s direct phone number.
If we try to call God, or approach Him, without Jesus’ name, our call may be lodged on heaven’s
inundated call-sheet, but it will get caught up in the congested cue.
Some may pray in the name of Krishna, Buddha, Confucius, or claim that their faith in Mohammed
somehow ensures that God will hear them. But those names will do them no good. The only One
who can bring you into God’s presence is the Lord Jesus Christ. “There is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). If you do not come to God through Him,
you’re holding a phone without a dial tone.
2. When you pray in Jesus’ name, you are acknowledging that His name is the supreme
name in the universe.
What name has the highest authority in the universe? Philippians 2:9-11 is very clear: “Therefore
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”
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By virtue of His victorious resurrection and ascension into heaven, God has exalted Him to the very
highest place. He has the greatest name. No one can be compared to Him. He’s Number One and
there is no Number Two. He stands alone. He is a category unto Himself. His name is the greatest
name of all.
3. When you pray in Jesus’ name, you are admitting there is no power to answer your
prayers in any other name, including your own.
Think about this, if you could answer your own prayers, why bother praying at all? The whole point
of prayer is to admit our total dependence on God. And we come to God in Jesus’ name because
“salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven by which we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Here’s a useful experiment that will bring this point home. Sometime this week, during your private
prayer time, offer all your requests to God in your own name. That is, pour out your heart for
yourself, your loved ones, for your church, your friends, the missionaries you know, and for the
hurting people of the world. Then end it like this: “Father, today I offer this prayer in my own name.

I do this because my name is a great name and I have the power and authority to do the things I
ask.”

If you are sensitive, you’ll hear a thumping sound as your prayers bounce off the ceiling and land
onto your head. True disciples of Christ pray in Jesus’ name because there is no power in any other
name to answer our prayers.
Let me offer a scenario that will illustrate these first two points:

Suppose that I go to a local bank and ask for $10 million in small, unmarked bills in three mediumsize suitcases. After the teller stops laughing, I’ll be quickly shown the door because I don’t have
$10 million to my name or anything close to it.
Now suppose that I go back with a cheque made out to Melinda McMahon in the amount of $10
million signed by Bill Gates, the richest man in the world. Once the bank determines the signature
is genuine, I’ll get my money because Bill Gates is a multi-billionaire. $10 million is like pocket
change to him. If I go to the bank in my own name, they’ll laugh at me, but if I go in the name of
Bill Gates, they will honour the cheque and give me the money.
Praying in Jesus’ name is like signing His name to your prayers. In a sense you are saying to God,
“Jesus told me to pray this prayer.” And what do you think the Father will do with a prayer truly
signed by His Son. He’ll grant it, of course, because He always honours what the Son wants.
4. When you pray in Jesus’ name, you are asking that God be glorified through the
answer to your prayer.
Jesus told us answered prayer has one purpose. “I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Son may bring glory to the Father.” (John 14:13)
This is why Jesus came to the earth. Knowing His death was less than 24 hours away, Jesus prayed,
“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you” (John 17:1).
Jesus came to glorify His Father through His obedient life, His sacrificial death, and His victorious
resurrection. To glorify God means we esteem God worthy of praise and honour. We seek God’s
reign and rule as our first priority, knowing that everything else we need will be looked after. When
we truly glorify Him, we can rest easy knowing that the “details” of life that often consume us will
be taken care of by our Heavenly Father.
5. When you pray in Jesus’ name, you are asking that everything you ask for be
consistent with God’s character, God’s will, and God’s Word.
Calling on the name of the Lord Jesus means asking for that which is consistent with all that Jesus
is, all that He says, and all that He wants to accomplish in the world. So:
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You cannot ask God to bless the money you stole, in Jesus’ name.
You cannot ask God to bless your adulterous affair, in Jesus’ name.
You cannot ask God to bless your sexual immorality, in Jesus’ name.
You cannot ask God to bless your greedy appetite, in Jesus’ name.
If your prayer is not consistent with God’s character, God’s will, and God’s Word, you aren’t praying
“in Jesus’ name” no matter what words you use.
The bottom line is to pray in Jesus’ name is to pray exactly what Jesus would pray in any particular
situation. It means praying as if Jesus were praying instead of us.
Application | When you pray in Jesus name you’ve got the password to access the
throne room of God.
Let’s sum up. Praying in Jesus name should:

- fill our prayers with praise. We have access to the throne room of the God of the universe. If that
doesn’t make us grateful when we pray, we need to go back and think about it some more.

- drive us back to the Word. After all, where will we learn who Christ is and what He wants to do if
not in the written Word of God? Without exception, the greatest pray-ers are those who know the
Word of God.

- deepen our sense of total dependence on Christ.
We pray in Jesus’ name precisely because our
own name carries no weight with the Almighty.
Only in Christ do we have any merit—and that is
not of ourselves, it is the gift of God.

- make us desire to know God’s will. Praying in

Jesus name should cause us to ask, “Father, what
do you want to do in this situation?” This can be
really challenging. But, as we learnt two weeks
ago, it is better to ask the Lord to show us what
He wants to do. And then pray that His will might
be done.

Let’s pray,
We pray in Jesus' name. Why? Because Jesus is
our mediator and the Holy Spirit is our
intercessor. They give us the right to go directly
to the Father with the burdens of our hearts, the
struggles of our lives, and the weakness in our faith. We go boldly as the Father's beloved children,
with Jesus, our older brother, as our advocate. We go confidently, knowing that the Holy Spirit
makes our words and our inexpressible feelings known to the Father according to his will. Because of
Jesus' work for us at the Father's side and because of His gift of the Holy Spirit to us, we can speak
directly to the Creator of the Universe and know we are heard and that God responds.
Discussion and Reflection Questions
1. Have you ever considered starting your prayers with the acknowledgement that you can only
come to the Father through Jesus Christ? Next time you pray, say something like; “Heavenly
Father, I come to you in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son and my Saviour.” By starting a
prayer this way, you are establishing up front the fact that it is only by virtue of Jesus Christ
that you are able to pray at all.
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2. We read in Colossians that Jesus has the name above every other name. Everything has a
name. What is one name in your life that currently seeks to usurp the authority of Jesus?
3. The name of Jesus has profound power when we battle against the enemy. Read Acts
19:1-22. We would never give a loaded gun to a child. For the same reason, we need to
become proficient using the name of Jesus when we confront the devil. Have you had
experiences where the name of Jesus has had power over the enemy?
4. Prayer in the name of Jesus is really the only prayer we should be doing. What is one
aspect of the message that has challenged you?
5. Reread the final application points. Apply them in your prayer time. What is the fruit of
applying them?
May Prayer Devotional – Praying in the name of Jesus

This week in our prayer devotional we will be looking more closely at
why we always pray ‘in Jesus’ name’. We will also delve into the role
the name of Jesus plays in spiritual warfare against God’s enemy, the
devil. We’ll learn the seven weapons Jesus has equipped us with as we
stand on Jesus’ name and enforce God’s kingdom on earth.

Page 5

