2nd May | 5th Sunday of Easter
Are you producing seedless fruit?
Main Point:
Jesus describes those who follow Him as branches that are connected to the vine so
they might produce much fruit. The fruit has the characteristics of the Spirit and as
such, new branches are added to the vine.
Intro |
For some time, I felt there was something missing from the Rectory office. Yes! It needed a few
chairs for those who come to visit. It only took Gordon to spot a couple of weathered and broken
wicker chairs on the side of the road, and I didn’t waste time trying to spruce them into a
presentable condition.
But first, I needed help with my DIY project – and where better to go than Australia’s fastest
growing Church of DIY Disciples – Bunnings of Morisset!
My local parish of Bunnings is wonderful. It’s stocked with everything anyone might need,
whatever the home improvement project. Pastoral care workers are at the ready to solve
whatever problem you might have.
Australians are generally quite attached to their DIY projects. We’re always on the lookout for
things that only need a nail or a splash of paint to bring new life to our homes. After all, we want
our homes to reflect the successfulness of our personal lives.
Sadly, some take this same DIY approach to improving their physical homes to improving their
spiritual homes. Their faith journey becomes a self-renovation project. They begin to think it is up
to them to work really hard, improving all their imperfections, so that their inward lives might be
as presentable as what they present to the world.
Apparently, this DIY approach to our spiritual journey is not a new phenomenon. As Jesus
gathered for His final dinner with His friends, He focused on such an approach in his final message
to them. In fact, still in the middle of his final message, Jesus stood up, and walked towards the
door, urging them all to follow. Perhaps they passed a vineyard along the way, for Jesus said:
“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the Gardener” (John 15:1)
And then He added,
“[The Gardener] cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, … and he
prunes the branches … so they will produce even more fruit.”
Jesus was reminding the disciples of the importance of a vital connection to him.
Point 1 | Disciples only bear fruit if they closely connected to Jesus.
Let’s think a little more about what it means to ‘remain’ in Jesus.
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Some of us have learnt to ‘abide’ in Jesus. Children are often taught to ‘stick’ to Jesus. Sylvia and I
recently experienced the disappointment of branches not remaining on the vine.
Illustration: When we were setting up the cross in preparation for Easter Day, we planned on

winding fresh vines over the cross, as a backdrop to our fresh flowers. So, at midday I picked a
bunch of vines from down the alleyway. But when the ladies came to help at about 1.30pm, Sylvia
looked disapprovingly at the vines I’d collected: they were wilted and limp and all but dead. Of
course, we ought to have known that would happen. They had been cut from their life-source.
Branches that are connected to the vine are robust and healthy; they are sufficiently strong to
support the fruit they are designed to bear.
However, branches cut off from the vine very quickly become dry and brittle, and they snap very
easily – need I say more?
But the next part of what Jesus says, puts the brakes on our DIY approach to our spiritual walk.
Jesus said, “apart from me you can do nothing.”
That hits us all – especially those of us who are DIY disciples of Jesus.
We like the self-satisfaction we gain from working hard at our improvement projects. We like the
feeling of knowing we are working constructively on our weaknesses, so they become our
strengths. We like to think that all our hard work is producing valuable and important fruit for
God.
But Jesus’ words tell otherwise. Our hard work counts for nothing, unless it is the fruit of Jesus
working through us.
And what is the promise for those who rely completely on Jesus?
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire and it
shall be done for you.” (v 7)
Though it is not immediately obvious to us today, this little word picture is sandwiched between
Jesus’ lengthy message on the role of the Holy Spirit in the disciple’s life.
The seed of the Holy Spirit, which God plants in your heart when you become a disciple of Christ,
grows to become God’s supernatural eternal life permeating your entire being. This gives every
disciple of Christ the supernatural ability to bear fruit.
We’ll think more about this in a moment.
First, let us consider what it means to be closely connected to Jesus.
We know the life of God is within us, when we have a will and desire to obey all that Jesus has
taught (John 14:23). His words begin to resonate through our inward parts – our minds, our will
and our emotions – like life-giving blood pumping through our veins.
And when Jesus’ words are pumping through our veins, our prayers are answered, for answered
prayer brings glory to the Father (14:13-14). Answered prayer is the supernatural fruit of intimacy
with the Lord.
So, remaining in union with Jesus is inexorably linked to prayer and meditation on God’s word.
Spurgeon once said, “Prayer comes spontaneously from those who abide in Jesus… Prayer is the

natural out-gushing of a soul in communion with Jesus.”

But what else is this supernatural fruit that Jesus’ disciples are designed to produce?
This passage of Scripture is familiar to us. We mostly interpret Jesus’ words as meaning that the
fruit represents three kinds of fruit. The first I’ve already mentioned, the fruit of great intimacy
with God.
But, we also usually understand that our vital union with Jesus produces in us the fruit of the
Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness and self-control, as Paul describes (Galatians 5:2223). We call this the fruit of godly character.
Page 2

Also, our vital union with Jesus will produce the fruit of good works, which bring glory to God
(Colossians 1:10). We could call this the fruit of contribution.
But if we only identify the fruit in these terms, our personal spiritual walk easily degenerates into
a self-improvement project.
We strive to bear the fruit of intimacy, so our prayers are answered.
We strive to bear the fruit of character, so we have a good reputation before others.
We strive to bear the fruit of contribution, so we feel a sense of purpose, that we are working for
God.
Do you see that if the fruit we are called to produce only really benefits us - it is really just
another DIY self-improvement project – with minimal supernatural impact.

Remember the two chairs I was trying to renovate? We’ll, I discovered, despite my best efforts to
restore those old broken and weathered chairs, I simply didn’t have the power to do it – the chairs
needed to be totally remade.
In the same way, I would like to suggest an additional ‘supernatural fruit’ the disciple of Christ is
called to produce.
Point 2 | Disciples of Christ are called to produce fruit with seeds: comprising the
grittiness of the seed of truth, but enveloped in the sweet flesh of love.
What makes something a ‘fruit’ as oppose to being a vegetable or a flower etc? The defining
feature of fruit is it has seeds. So, as we’re talking about grapes, God designed each grape God to
be embed with a seed. The seed embedded within the flesh of the fruit makes it capable of
reproducing.

Illustration: Now you know as well as I do, many grapes sold today have been genetically

modified, so they no longer have any seeds. How convenient! No more spitting out the seeds!
Ironically, however, it is very easy for fruit we produce to becomes seedless!
Remember, I said earlier that this picture is sandwiched between Jesus’ teaching on the Holy
Spirit – the Spirit of Truth (John 14:17, 16:13), yet he is also called the Spirit of Love (Galatians
5:22 and John 14:23-26).
Truth and Love – we know how difficult it is to keep these two qualities in balance. But that is
now the Lord designed the fruit we are to produce to be composed.
Whenever the Bible talks about ‘seeds’ it is always referring to the seed of the Word of God (Mark
4:14, 1 Peter 1:23). So, the ‘seed’ represents the truth of the word of God.
And we are called to always “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15).
So, the fruit we are called to produce, is fruit that has the grittiness of seed of truth, while
enveloped by the juiciness and sweetness of love and mercy.
To offer fruit that has no seed of the word of God in it, is like offering seedless fruit that will not
produce more fruit.
In other words, Jesus is the True Vine who produces disciples of Christ. This is a supernatural
work which on our own we cannot achieve.
That’s why without Him we cannot produce fruit. We are called to produce fruit that contains the
seed of the truth of the Gospel, which is embedded in the love, grace and forgiveness of the
Gospel. For this fruit will automatically produce new fruit-bearing disciples of Christ.
This is supernatural fruit – the kind of fruit produced by those closely connected to the True Vine.
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The first disciples demonstrated the process as they responded to the Spirit’s call to be Christ’s
witnesses in the world.
Point 3 | Philip’s words to the Ethiopian is an example of the seed-bearing fruit we are
called to produce.
Shortly before He returned to heaven, Jesus called His disciples to “go and make disciples of all
nations.” (Matthew 28:19). They were to be His witnesses: they were to tell, “people about Me
everywhere – in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
After Pentecost the disciples began preaching the message of the Gospel to the Jews in Jerusalem.
Then a great wave of persecution arose (Acts 8), and the disciples scattered. Philip, known as the
Evangelist, went to Samaria (v1-25).
When his ministry there was completed, an angel appeared to Philip and told him to travel along a
desert road to Gaza. Philip obeyed, without questioning why the Spirit was sending him out.
What occurred can only be described as the most supernatural fruit-bearing evangelism
encounter. The Spirit told Philip to run alongside a carriage. As he did so he overheard an
Ethiopian official reading from the Scriptures. Philip quickened his pace. He was keen to hear the
words from Isaiah the Ethiopian was reading. Prompted by the Spirit, Philip, we’re told,
“beginning with the same Scripture, told him the Good News about Jesus.” (v34)
What was Philip doing? Clearly, he was bearing fruit – for, we read, the Ethiopian was baptised
and went on his way rejoicing.
Interestingly, church tradition refers to the Ethiopian official, this new disciple of Jesus, the Father
of Evangelism in Ethiopia. God only knows the supernatural fruit produced through this man’s
conversion.
Application | Let’s recap. What is the seed-bearing fruit we are to produce as disciples growing
on Christ’s vine?
1. The fruit of intimacy: we are to remain vigilant in our meditation on God’s word and in
prayer, asking the Spirit to share God’s heart with us for our community and the world at
large.
2. The fruit of character: staying in our close connection with Jesus enables us to live
authentic lives, lives that reflect God’s character to others.
3. The fruit of contribution: as we remain close to Jesus, He will guide us in ways we are to
make a unique contribution towards God’s mission in the world, whether through prayer, or
volunteering, or loving acts of service, or in fresh, new ways.
4. The fruit of disciple making: our vital connection should spark a desire within for us to walk
alongside a non-believer, just as Philip did with the Ethiopian. We remain committed to
them, for the long-haul, perhaps to seeing them become a seed-bearing disciple
themselves.
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Discussion and Reflection Questions
1. How have you traditionally understood Jesus’ teaching to be a fruit-bearing branch of the
vine?
2. Think about the four different types of fruit – is your connection with Jesus bearing this
type of fruit? Identify what areas may need pruning or cultivating.
a. Fruit of Intimacy: ____________________________________________________
b. Fruit of Character: ___________________________________________________
c. Fruit of Contribution: _________________________________________________
d. Fruit of Disciple making: _______________________________________________
3. As you pray and meditate on God’s Words, do you have a sense of His presence/God’s
word abiding in your heart? Do you have confidence that the Lord answers your prayers?
4. Are there areas in your life where you have become dry and brittle, where it takes little to
make you snap? What needs to be pruned by God, the Gardener?
5. Ask the Father to give further revelation concerning your responsibility as a disciple of
Christ to bear the fruit of making disciples of Christ.
6. Ask your heavenly Father to show you one person in your circle of influence with whom you
could begin the journey of prayer and discipleship.
April Prayer Devotional
This week in our prayer devotional we will be putting all we have learnt
into action, especially the activity of hearing God’s voice and then
journaling what we hear. So, you’ll need a pen and your Bible. Each day
we will read and visualise a passage of Scripture and ask the Lord to
speak through that passage. We’ll write what we hear.
I am so looking forward to your prayer experiences this week!
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