25th April | 4th Sunday of Easter
Hearing the Good Shepherd call your name.

Two men were talking to each other. The first man said, "I think my wife is crazy. She talks
to herself all the time." The other man said, "Oh, my wife talks to herself all the time, too.
Only she doesn’t know it. She thinks I’m listening."
The joke may be about husbands and wives … but it is exactly how many of us are when we pray
… Does this happen to you?

Illustration: Rev Mel rings the deacon, but they can’t get in a word edgeways.
Are your prayers like that?
Those who followed our prayer devotional last week, experienced a new style of prayer,
‘conversational prayer’, prayer that is ‘a dialogue between two people who love each other’.
But, if I was to call you and talk to you as I did just now, it wouldn’t be too long before you’d
choose to NOT hear the ring tone if you knew I was the one calling!
No one likes a person who refuses to listen.
Yet many of us hang up on God, long before he has had the opportunity to respond to all that
we’ve said! I’m so thankful He is always ready for our call!
Point 1 | Prayer isn’t supposed to be a monologue, us doing the talking and God doing
the listening! We need to develop ears that recognise the voice of our Shepherd.
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus says again and again, “My sheep hear my voice.” (John 10:3, 4,
16)
Therefore, if we identify ourselves as ‘sheep’ who have responded to ‘Jesus’ call’ to be a member
of his sheepfold, then we have actually heard Jesus’ voice – at least once!
But that doesn’t mean we can just lean back in our La-Z-boys and say, ‘Well, I’m in the sheepfold,
I can rest easy now.’ Not at all!
Jesus told us, “He would call his own sheep by name and lead them out. After he has
gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they follow him because they
know his voice.” (v4)
See that. “They follow him because they know his voice.”
So, in prayer there is movement, there is action. That’s why prayer should never be reduced to
passive talking or passive listening. The shepherd is not standing still. He is moving forward, He is
leading us to new places, and we are asked to follow him.
Of course, some of us move slowly, and there are others who race ahead. There’s no mention of
speed, only of Jesus’ walking ahead of His sheep, and gently guiding those who are following Him,
even if, at times, they can’t see Him.
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Point 2 | A characteristic of true disciples will be recognising Jesus’ voice, and
knowing his voice from that of a stranger.
Jesus wants his sheep to know His voice so that they, “won’t follow a stranger, they will run
from him because they don’t know his voice.”
Let’s think again about the telephone. People of Jesus’ time were familiar with shepherds and
sheep. Most of us are more familiar with making and receiving telephone calls.
Imagine you’re sitting comfortably in your chair at home, and the phone rings. It could be anyone
so you simply say, “Hello?”
It only takes a moment to recognise the voice. But when you don’t, you probe further, asking,
“Who is calling?”
And so it is when we converse with Jesus. The more often we converse with Jesus in prayer and
fellowship, the more familiar we become at recognising His voice.
It is as if Jesus has His own personal ring tone. When we learn to recognise it, we are more likely
to respond to it.
But what if prayer becomes a monologue, a conversation in which we do all the talking, and Jesus
can’t get a word in edgeways? Little by little His voice becomes unfamiliar – he becomes like a
stranger. When He tries to talk with us, we end up asking, ‘Is that really you, God?’
Now, Jesus’ story moves to how a person might enter the sheepfold. There is only one way. They
can only enter through the gate, and Jesus himself is the gate.
Jesus is referring here to salvation. That is why he speaks clearly about His intention to
voluntarily “lay down his life for the sheep” so that there may be “one flock with one shepherd.”
(v15, 18, 16). That is, the body of Christ, with sheep of all kinds, personalities, skin colours,
denominations, will have as its head, one shepherd who is Jesus.
When Jesus talked about “other sheep who were not yet part of his sheepfold” (v16), he
was referring to the Gentiles and the Samaritans, and others who would later be called to believe
in Him after Pentecost.
So, who are the thieves and robbers to which Jesus contrasts Himself?
The context of the story reveals Jesus was referring to the pharisees and religious leaders. The
callous and harsh way in which they threw the blind man out of the synagogue when he identified
Jesus as the Messiah, made them exactly like the false shepherds God had described earlier
through the prophet Ezekiel. They were thieves and robbers – motivated only by money, due to
their failure to feed the sheep and go out in search of the lost sheep who were scattered (Ezekiel
34).
Even today within the body of Christ there are thieves and robbers. At the end of Luke’s second
historical account of the church, he included Paul’s warning to the elders in Ephesus:
“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I
know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the
flock. Even from your own number some will arise and distort the truth in order to
draw away disciples after them.” (Acts 20:28-30)
It’s very likely Paul had Jesus’ story in mind as he preached.
We must shun any teaching that does not align with the Word of God and resist any teaching that
is not consistent with the character and heart of its Author.
I mentioned before that hearing God’s voice is like receiving a telephone call from a loved one.
Within such an analogy, how are we to understand the important role of God’s written Word in the
Bible?
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A few weeks ago my parents bought a new phone. As soon as they plugged it in, they asked me
to call their number so they could at least know it was working, and then learn how to use it. But
it wasn’t that easy! Did they need to press ‘talk’ to answer’ or simply pick up and say ‘Hello!’
God’s written Word is the instruction manual on how we are to use our spiritual telephone. Now,
some people choose to ignore the instructions and use their phone to receive calls from a myriad
of strangers who will deceive them with scams, twist the truth until they believe what their
offering will provide the salvation they are looking for.
So, unless you’re regularly reading and digesting God’s instruction manual, becoming familiar with
how the Shepherd speaks, you’ll fail to recognise His unique voice – and you will not know how to
discern the difference between his voice and the voice of a stranger.
Point 3 | Hearing Jesus’ personal call gives us (1) boldness to declare the way of
salvation, (2) boldness to obey Jesus’ instructions, and (3) boldness to speak of what
we know, despite the world’s objections.
There is precious fruit to be had when we recognise the Shepherd’s voice and follow his leading.
We see this plainly when we watch the disciples responding to the Spirit’s leading in the book of
Acts. When we hear the Shepherd’s voice, the benefits are threefold:
Firstly, we are given boldness to declare the way of salvation.
Secondly, we are given boldness to obey His voice alone.
Thirdly, we are given boldness to speak of what we have seen and heard from the Shepherd.
After the disciples were empowered by the Spirit at Pentecost, they began to preach the Gospel,
with signs demonstrating their newfound authority.
One afternoon they went to the temple to pray, and a paraplegic man asked them for money.
Hearing the Shepherd’s call to share the new gift they had just received they told the man to
stand up and walk – and the man did. The man walked! And the crowds were absolutely
astounded (summary of 3:1-11).
The healing caused a huge commotion – and made the religious leaders furious.
But as soon as the religious leaders gave Peter an opportunity to testify from where they had
gained their power and authority, Peter leapt at the opportunity and declared,
“Let me clearly state to all of you … that he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus
Christ the Nazarene.” (Acts 4:10)
So, hearing the voice of the Shepherd gave them boldness to declare the way of salvation.
“There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by
which we must be saved” (v12)
That exclusive claim was as offensive then as it is now.
But it was not just this claim that perplexed the religious establishment.
In verses 13-18, “the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and
John, for they could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the
Scriptures”.
How could such uneducated people … dumb sheep … stand amongst the elite of academia and
boldly testify?
... “they also recognised them as men who had been with Jesus.”
Hearing the voice of the Shepherd gave Peter and John the boldness to obey their Shepherd’s

instructions.

Peter told them “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him?” (v20)
They would not be swayed by any other voice. They obeyed the Shepherd’s voice alone.
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Application | Finally, constant listening to the Shepherd’s voice develops a boldness to declare

what we see and hear.

When the religious leaders threatened them to keep silent, Peter responded,
“We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.” (v20)
So, next time you’re in conversation with the Shepherd, give Him space to speak.
Next time you’re reading the Bible, ask ‘What do you wish to say to me?’ and then listen out for it!
For those of you who are new to hearing the voice of the Shepherd, it starts by recalling the first
time you heard the Shepherd call your name. He must have, for you responded! Did it come as a
sense of real conviction? Or was it a small voice in your heart saying, “Come to me”?
The Shepherd is speaking to you now. Listen to him!
Discussion and Reflection Questions
1. Recall the first time you heard God, or Jesus, speak to you. What was that like? How did
you know it was God? Jot down what you remember.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
2. How confident are you at discerning the voice of the Shepherd? If someone said, God said
to me such and such, do you inwardly recoil at the suggestion that the God of the universe
would bother to speak to a mere human? If so, go back and reread John 10 – and be
reassured that your Shepherd desires to speak with us. If you are already confident in
God’s ability to speak to us, what sometimes gets in the way?
3. Jesus said that his sheep are able to differentiate between his voice and the voice of a
stranger. Who are the strangers who are trying to draw you away from listening to the
voice of the one who gave his life for you?
4. How are you able to determine whether the messages you hear are from God or from a
stranger?
5. In last week’s prayer devotional, I listed 12 ways in which God communicates with us.
Which one are you most comfortable with? Which one could you identify as a way you
have not yet explored?

April Prayer Devotional
This week in our Prayer Devotional we will begin learning ‘How to
recognise God’s voice’ and how to distinguish God’s voice from the voice
of our own mind, the devil’s lies and the messages from the world.
We’ll use simple key principles to learn how to listen God’s voice.
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