7th February 2021

5th Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 40:25-31 | Psalm 147:1-6,10-11 | 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 | Mark 1:29-39
Main Point:
Disciples of Christ have been appointed to PRAY, PROCLAIM and PRESENT
God’s future reign to the world.
Slide 1 | Intro | Just last week, my son selected a movie for us to watch together. Since such
an offer represented a rare family uniting activity, it meant watching a movie I wouldn’t ordinarily
watch.
Before I tell you about the movie, the experience taught me an important lesson.
Too often I cast aside modern-day movies believing they are all filled with violence, sex and filthy
language. I’ve said to myself, ‘there is only rubbish on TV these days’.
But, in the process of watching a few movies (chosen by my sons), I learnt that modern day
movies often vividly depict, often in graphic detail, what the primary cries of the world are. If we

make an effort to look past all the swear words, the violence and the revenge, (no denying that
they are there), and ask the Spirit of God to open our eyes, we may discern some common
themes arising which reveal the hidden longings of non-believers – the very believers who walk
through the doors - of our boutique, bazaar or emergency relief ministry.
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Slide 2 | In the movie the year is 2154. The earth has been ravaged by a powerful tech
corporation. In the process of making amazing technological advancements, enjoyed by the rich,
the earth’s resources have been stripped.
This has left the earth over-populated and all the inhabitants struggling to survive. With little
clean water, the air thick with pollution, most live in slums. The world is policed by robots who
rule oppressively and ruthlessly. Being void of the human qualities, like empathy or compassion,
there is no hope any change will occur in the future.
Slide 3 | Yet, when the inhabitants of earth look up into the sky, they see a strange sight.

Orbiting the poverty-stricken earth is an idyllic habitat, created for the rich and powerful, called
Elysium1. Elysium is technologically advanced, with each mansion featuring a ‘Medi-bay’, a device
that can cure every disease, reverse aging, and regenerate body parts.
Back on earth, the deprived residents have no access to this luxurious space habitat which hovers
above them. They can only gaze from below, longing for the Elysian technology that can cure
their illnesses. The sheer cost of travelling to Elysium makes it near impossible.
Slide 4 | Moreover, the Elysian citizens are so protective of their perfect, unpolluted home, any

attempt made by earth’s residents to illegally immigrate, on hijacked rocket ships, lands them shot

1

Elysium means “the abode of the blessed after death in classical mythology.”
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and killed on approach. Even if they happen to make it through, the Medi-bay devices only work
on Elysium citizens.
So, earth’s residents remain alienated from any access to the medication they desperately require.
Quite a plot! Sounds pretty ‘out there’ doesn’t it?
The film’s director, when asked about the film, said, “Although the film's story is set in 2154, it is a
comment on the contemporary human condition. No! This isn't science fiction. This is today. This
is now.”2
The film is a caricature of the world, and its rich western nations that have the resources to solve
global poverty, but keep it for themselves for their own security, comfort and enjoyment.
From a spiritual perspective, the movie makes obvious humanity’s intrigue with the afterlife, our
despair over the earth’s environmental decay due to human exploitation, and the desire for a
better world, free from sickness, pain and death.
So, what has all this got to do with prayer? Or with us?
As we approach the season of lent, we will be continuing our series on prayer, looking closely at
the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Each week we’ll focus on one sentence of the Lord’s prayer.
Those of you who have been working through the prayer devotional, know that we have been
concentrating on the first two lines of Jesus’ prayer,
“Our father in heaven” and “Hallowed be your name”.
Today’s message we’ll focus primarily on Jesus instruction for us to pray for ‘God’s kingdom to
come, and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’
Slide 5 | Point 1 | The Hope of the Kingdom: the world cries out for freedom from
powerful oppressors; hoping for a world in which justice and peace reign
As I described the plot of the movie, I’m sure you would have discerned similarities with our
current, broken and unjust world.
Those who live in the midst of poverty are vividly aware of their hope.
This is what was occurring when Isaiah uttered the words of prophecy we read today. This
portion of Isaiah’s long ministry was written shortly after the northern kingdom of Israel was
conquered by the Babylonians and they were living in captivity.
But, God’s people were not crying out to God. They believed that he had abandoned them. They
concluded that God must be so powerless, he too had been conquered by the Babylonians gods.
But God reveals he has not abandoned his people. For Isaiah tells them,
God does want to deliver them. God can deliver them. And God will deliver them.
The chapter starts “Comfort, comfort my people” (Isaiah 40:1). The rest of the chapter expounds
God’s ability to provide this comfort and deliver his people (Isaiah 40:11). It really showcases his
authority over all nations and rulers and powers (Isaiah 40:15, 22, 23).
Then we hear a powerful encouragement to continue to trust in him. “He gives strength to the
weary and increases the power of the weak.” (Isaiah 40:29)

The film's Earth-bound scenes were shot in a dump in the poor Iztapalapa district on the outskirts of Mexico City.
The scenes for Elysium were shot in Vancouver and the wealthy Huixquilucan-Interlomas suburbs of Mexico City.
2
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But, when it says God “increases the power of the weak”, does that mean that God is going to
raise up an army, a military power that will overthrow the dominating rulers?
Apparently, the movie producers, being the cultural prophets of the day, believed that the only
way to rectify the injustice and inequality of the corrupt and unjust global system, was for a
violent overthrow to occur. The evil power-hungry rulers had to be disarmed, to ensure a fairer
distribution of resources.
This ideology is, in fact, exactly what most of today’s youth believe is the only answer.
If you were to ask my elder son to name the dominant ideology in university culture, he would
easily identify ‘a Marxist, communist philosophy that blames corrupt power and therefore must
fight for the equal distribution of the world’s resources.’
But is that God’s way? Today’s Psalm says “No!”
We read, “God takes no pleasure in the strength of the horse or in human might.”
(Psalm 147:10)
God does not seem to be advocating a violent overthrow at all.
So, what is God planning? How is he planning to deliver his people?
Slide 6 | Point 2 | The Hero of the Kingdom: God sends Jesus to be the hero who
provides access to the new world God is establishing.
Like most modern-day movies, there has to be a hero. In Elysium, Matt Damon is the hero.
He leads the rebellion who rises up against the powers that control Elysium.
We of course, know who the true hero is.
Jesus is the hero who saves God’s destitute people from the poverty and injustice that ravages the
earth. Jesus is the Saviour who initiates God’s future restored kingdom. Jesus is the one who
conquered the enemy, who brings sickness and death.
There are three things Jesus did, of which we too are called to do:
In verse 35, Jesus PRAYED. In verse 38, Jesus PROCLAIMED the Good News.
In verses 31, 32-34 and 39 Jesus PRESENTED the way of the Kingdom to the world.
Slide 7 | Point 3 | Heralds of the Kingdom: Paul teaches us the only response to Jesus
call is for us to Pray, Proclaim and Present God’s coming Kingdom in our
neighbourhoods and communities.
Paul, writing to the believers at Corinth, said, “Preaching the Good News is not something I
can boast about. I am compelled by God to do it.” (9:16)
But, Paul even shared with us the strategy he used in communicating this Good News.
He writes, “I try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything I can to save
some. I do everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings.” (9:22b)
The movie Elysium clearly portrayed the common cry which rises up from the hearts of the world’s
residents:

“Human powers have failed to manage the earth’s resources fairly and justly. We need a hero to
save us from this corrupt and decaying world. What do we need to do to gain access to the
wonderful of eternal destination of which we are dream?”
The movie shared with us three powerful images which, like Paul, compel us into action.
Page 4

Slide 8 | Application | Havens of the Kingdom: Prayer in action compels proclamation
and a presentation of the Kingdom of God in our community.
God’s people in the days of Isaiah, were in such despair that it took them 70 years to cry out to
God for deliverance. Daniel is one such prophet who did not keep silent but prayed for God’s
deliverance (see Daniel 9:1-2 and Isaiah 44:28-45:1).
So, PRAYER is the first action point. But what exactly are we to pray?
Well, interestingly the answer lies hidden
in the ending of the movie.
The hero, Matt Damon, chose to die so
that the entire Elysium computer program
could be rebooted. He chose to die so
that the technological blessings of the
Elysium could be made available for the
residents of earth. How did that work?
Once the new citizens were added,
people on earth were treated as those
who belonged to Elysium – and the
Elysium ambulances, each equipped with
multiple healing devices, were
automatically dispatched to bring aid to the residents on earth who needed it most.
Is that not the heart behind the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray?
When we cry ‘Your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as in heaven’ we are
pleading on behalf of everyone in need – the sick, the poor, the lonely, the abused – that they
may be treated as citizens of heaven.
But, as we are learning in our devotional, Prayer always involves action.
Our heavenly Father wants us to be prepared to BE the answer to our prayers.
This brings us to our second action point: PROCLAIM
In our prayers AND in our daily conversation we proclaim the Good News. We proclaim it with our
attitude, our joy, our hope, our responses to those who enquire about how we choose to live our
lives.
But, our PROCLAIMATION must be accompanied by a PRESENTATION of what the kingdom of
God is like.
Our lives are to be a PRESENTATION of the kingdom of God to those who are currently trapped
under the oppression of an evil ruler.
Remember the movie again? There is one scene that provides a powerful image of how we can
PRESENT the Good News.
In Elysium very home was equipped with a Medi-bay, the resources to heal and restore what was
broken or diseased.
Jesus, we read today, came with the power and authority to heal and restore whatever the devil
has destroyed.
What would happen if you started to view your living room or kitchen table as like a Medi-bay for
your neighbours? You have been equipped with resources that can make a difference in your
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street and neighbourhood. No, you may not be able to eliminate aging, nor can you eradicate
cancer – but you know the hero who can.
So, let us pray with passion, ‘Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.’

My loving Father, your Son Jesus taught us to pray that your kingdom would come and your will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Help me to participate in the answer of this prayer. Show me
how I can make one small contribution towards not just praying for your kingdom to come, but
proclaiming your kingdom and presenting your kingdom in my neighbourhood. Amen.
Some reflection and discussion questions
1. Close your eyes and imagine what you think heaven is like. Don’t get side-tracked with
clouds, floating angels and streets of gold – think more about what the culture of heaven is
like. Write some adjectives which describe the culture of God’s kingdom.
2. Now grab a newspaper or recent news item. What injustices or situations make it
startlingly clear earth is not yet ‘like heaven’? What are the issues that need correcting?
3. Pray about those issues – ask the Lord to transform this situation so that his
kingdom will be made manifest on earth.
4. Now consider your neighbourhood, street or a club of which you are a
member. Who in this context is struggling? Who is hurting? Who is lonely?
Who is without hope? How could you take a step towards presenting and
proclaiming your Good News to them?
Look out for the February Prayer devotional           
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