20th September 2020
Exodus 16:2-8 | Psalm 105:1-6 | Philippians 1:21-30 | Matthew 20:1-16

Opening Song: Alleluia Alleluia Give Thanks
Alleluia, alleluia,
give thanks to the risen Lord,
alleluia, alleluia,
give praise to his name.

Alleluia, alleluia,
give thanks to the risen Lord,
alleluia, alleluia,
give praise to his name.

Alleluia, alleluia,
give thanks to the risen Lord,
alleluia, alleluia,
give praise to his name.

Jesus is Lord of all the earth,
he is the king of creation.

Spread the good news
o’er all the earth,
Jesus has died and has risen.

We have been crucified with Christ;
now we shall live for ever.

Welcome
O Lord, open our lips

and we shall declare your praise.

This is the day that the Lord has made

we will rejoice and be glad in it.

We come together to meet with God and to take our part in the building up of his Church. We will lift up our
hearts in thanks and praise, hear from God’s holy word, and pray for this world and for ourselves.
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and God’s ownership of all things (Psalm
24:1). We recognise that God gave stewardship of these lands upon which we meet to the First Nations
Peoples of this country (Acts 17:26). In God’s sovereignty, God has allowed other groups to migrate to
these shores. We acknowledge the cultures of our First Nations Peoples and are thankful for the
community that we share together now. We pay our respects to the traditional custodians of this land and
their elders, both past and present, and those who are rising up to become leaders.
Jesus said, ‘By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God.’

Prayer of Approach
Let us pray.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
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you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Loving and righteous God, your boundless generosity exceeds all that we can desire or deserve, and you give
to the last worker all you promised to the first: liberate us from all jealousy and greed, that we may be free
to love and serve others, and in your service may find our true reward; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Ministry of the Word
Heavenly Father, as we listen to your Word, may we have ears to hear and eyes to see what the Spirit is
saying to our hearts. May your Word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. Amen.
The first reading is from the book of Exodus, chapter 16 verses 2-8
2
In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If
only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we
wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”
4
Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each
day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my
instructions. 5 On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as
they gather on the other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know
that it was the LORD who brought you out of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD,
because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against
us?” 8 Moses also said, “You will know that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening
and all the bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we?
You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD.”
Hear the word of the Lord
thanks be to God
Today’s Psalm is number 105:1-6
O give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name: tell among the peoples what things he has done.
Sing to him, O sing praises: and be telling of all his marvellous works.
Exult in his holy name: and let those that seek the Lord be joyful in heart.
Seek the Lord and his strength: O seek his face continually.
Call to mind what wonders he has done: his marvellous acts, and the judgements of his mouth.
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: as in the beginning, so now and forever. Amen
The second reading comes from Philippians chapter 1 verses 21-30
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful
labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and
be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the
body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and
joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on
account of me. 27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then,
whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the
one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those
who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by
God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for
him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.
Hear the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
21

Gospel Song: A New Commandment
A new commandment I give unto you,
that you love one another as I have loved you,
that you love one another as I have loved you.
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By this shall all men know that you are my disciples,
if you have love one for another.
By this shall all men know that you are my disciples,
if you have love one for another.
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Hearing the Gospel
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 20, verse 1-16
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for
his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.
3
“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He
told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went.
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five in
the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been
standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to
them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to
the first.’ 9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a
denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of
them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the
landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 13 “But he answered one of
them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and
go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what
I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 “So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon: When Jesus Story Becomes Your Story
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayer of the Week
Loving Father, today we lift up to you the same prayer offered by the Apostle Paul for the believers at
Philippi: We pray that your love will overflow more and more in the hearts of everyone here at Southlakes
Anglican, that we all will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. For we desire to understand
what really matters, so we may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May each and
every one of us be filled with the fruit of your salvation – the righteous character produced by living in
Jesus Christ – for this will bring much glory and praise to the Father who lives and reigns, and the Holy
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen

Prayers for the world and our community
We give you thanks and praise, for the generosity of your creation, for its beauty to delight us and its
bounty to sustain us. We pray for the peace and prosperity of the world especially during this pandemic as
creation groans under the weight of sin and decay. We specifically lift up to you those who live in poverty,
without adequate shelter or medical care; We are mindful of those whose livelihood has been destroyed or
labour exploited. We pray specifically for those who have lost their job due to the Coronavirus, and those
whose financial security is now at risk. Free us from our greed and indifference, that we may learn to
share the resources you have entrusted to us, so all may live in peace and security.
Generous Father, we ask in faith, trusting in your promises.
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Thank you Father, for your bountiful gifts of redemption and grace. We pray for the ministry and mission of
your church; for leaders of churches and all who minister in your name; for those who visit our Emergency
Relief ministry or come into our community for pastoral care. Free us from all arrogance and apathy, that
we may work humbly and gladly in your service and share with all people your gospel of love.
Generous Father, we ask in faith, trusting in your promises.
Thank you Father, for your unconditional love for your people, for your acceptance of all without
distinction. We pray for this community, for our families, our friends; for those whose daily work enriches
us, for those without employment to find work and those who do not quality for government support.
Free us from our selfishness and envy, that we may establish a true community of care, where no one is
neglected, unwanted or unloved. Generous Father, we ask in faith, trusting in your promises.
Thank you Father, for your unfailing compassion for your people, for your sustaining care in times of need.
We pray for all who are in distress, for those who are lonely or anxious, for the sad and the grieving for the
sick and the dying and for all who care for them. We pray for the following parishioners who are struggling
in their health: Monika, Bill, Bev, Judith, Ray, Jamie, Bob, Colin, Susan and Robert.
We also lift up to you the names of those who are on our heart and mind:

[pause for congregational responses]

We pray for your healing and comfort to extend to all of these. Free them from their anxiety pain and fear,
that they may find comfort in their sorrow, hope in their despair and in their terror know your presence
Generous Father, we ask in faith, trusting in your promises.
Thank you Father, for leading your people from the bonds of death to the freedom of everlasting life. We
rejoice with those who have died and now enjoy your eternal kingdom. Free us from all that binds us in
death, that following the example of the Apostle Paul, we too may have confidence that the good work you
began in our hearts, will be brought to completion on the day of Christ’s return.
Generous Father, we ask in faith, trusting in your promises.
We conclude by praying as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Sharing: Have you got an encouraging story to share?
Greeting of Peace
We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you

Pease take this time to telephone someone and share the Lord’s peace with them.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

At the heart of the Christian life is active trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and his sacrificial death for sin. In
this holy meal, originating from Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples, we express and strengthen our trust
in him, as we break bread with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness
Let us confess our sins together.
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; we repent and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Promise of Forgiveness
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you
and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Thanksgiving and Communion
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.
All thanks and praise, glory and honour, be yours at all times, in every place,
holy and loving Father, true and living God.
We praise you that through your eternal Word you brought the universe into being
and made us in your own image. You have given us this earth to care for and delight in
and with its bounty you preserve our life.
We thank you that you bound yourself to humanity with the promises of a gracious covenant and called us
to serve you in love and peace.
Above all, we give you thanks for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ: born as one of us, he lived our
common life and offered his life to you in perfect obedience and trust.
By his death he delivered us from sin, brought us new life, and reconciled us to you and to one another.
Therefore, with angels and archangels, with apostles and prophets, with holy men and women of every
age, we proclaim your great and glorious name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy Father, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine, and we pray that we
who eat of them in obedience to our Saviour Christ by the power of your Holy Spirit, may be partakers of
his body and blood, and be made one with him and with each other in peace and love.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had given you thanks he broke it,
and giving it to his disciples, saying:
‘take, eat; this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples saying,
‘This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore we do as our Savour has commanded: proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon
the cross, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again, we celebrate,
with this bread and his cup, his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
As we share this holy sacrament renew us by your Spirit that we may be united in the body of your Son
and serve you as a royal priesthood in the joy of your eternal kingdom.
Receive our praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom and in whom, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, we worship you in songs of never-ending praise.
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. We who are many are one body,
For we all share in the one bread.
On occasion where it is not possible to receive the Sacrament The Book of Common
Prayer assures us:

‘if you truly repent of your sins, and steadfastly believe that Jesus Christ has suffered death upon the cross
for you, and shed his blood for your redemption; and you earnestly remember the benefits you have
received, and through giving your hearty thanks to God, you do indeed eat and drink of the body and blood
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of our Saviour Jesus Christ which brings profit to their soul’s health, although you are unable to receive the
Sacrament with your mouth.
Come and let us share in the body of Christ and let us feed on him in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.

Communion Song: Tell My People I Love Them
Tell my people I love them, tell My people I care;
when they feel far away from me,
tell My people I am there.
Tell My people I came and died
to give them liberty;
and to abide in Me
is to be really free.

Tell My people where’er they go
My comfort they can know;
My peace and joy and love
I freely will bestow.

Announcements
Commitment to live out our worship of the Lord
Living God, in this holy meal you fill us with new hope. May the power of your love, which we have known
in word and sacrament, continue your saving work among us, give us courage for our journey, and bring us
to the joys you promise.
Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and mind in the knowledge and love of
God, and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen.

Closing Hymn: In the Presence of Your People
In the presence of Your people
I will praise Your name,
for alone you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
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Let us celebrate Your goodness
and your steadfast love;
may Your name be exalted
here on earth and in heaven above!
Lai, lai…lai…lai..lai……..
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